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FOREIGN MISSION DAY NUMBER 


Che Glory of the Ampossible 


“God loves with a great love the man whose heart is bursting with a 
passion for the impossible.” 


HERE are always heroic souls who love to go a little beyond the region of human sight. They 
believe in doing the impossible. When once this spirit grips them, there is an indescribable 
call in their hearts, to return to their fields of service—a call more appealing than the com- 

forts of home and the pleasures of life. This reveals the secret, why our faithful missionaries 

yearn to go back to China. They know that we do not test the resources of God until we try the 
impossible. The Lord always releases power for the task. He does not ask us to wait, but to go. 

We are not to choose conditions, but to meet them. The work is great, the task is impossible, but 

any sacrifice that we may make to finish it is small beside its greatness. All things are possi- 

ble to them that believe in Him, whose is the power. 
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Significant Testimony From China 

Notwithstanding the civil war in China, serve to be noted. Thus, Rey. W. H. aid which they represent. Even if we had 
which alone absorbs the attention of the Lingle, of the Presbyterian Mission, a million dollars at our disposal we should 
daily press, abundant evidence shows that writes: want foreign professors in this university. 
the Christian movement goes on with stead- ‘In my thirty-three years in China, I We should want them just because it is a 


ily increasing vigor and hopefulness. 


Thiee witnesses of the highest ceompe- 
tence report the situation in three areas. 
Dr. J. Leighton Stuart, President of Yench- 
ing University (Pekin), speaks for North 
China. Dr. Edward H, Hume, one of the 
founders of ‘‘Yale-in-China,’’ deseribes 
conditions in Central China, in Hunan, 
south of Hankow. Dr. C. K. Edmunds, 
former President and now American Direc- 
tor of Lingnan University (Canton Chris- 
tian College), presents the facts for that 
region. 

In Northern China 


Dr. Stuart reports: 

‘‘The Christian schools in North China 
were able to carry through the last session 
practically without interruption, and there 
was every indication when I left China in 
September that all of them could open as 
usual. Our own university had opened a 
week before that with capacity enrollment 
and with every indication that the session 
could be completed without disturbance. 
In over twenty years of residence in China 
I have never known a more friendly atti- 
tude than during the past few months of 
supposed anti-foreign feeling. In my own 
experience this applies to all types, ranging 
from conservative old officials to radical 
young students. This is also true as far as 
I can gather of the other schools in the 
same region. 


‘‘There also seems to be a rather notice- 
able inerease in interest in Christianity 
among the students. They seem to feel 
that superficial revolutions and enticing 
eatchwords cannot cure the nation’s ills 
and that they must get down to funda- 
mentals. The outlook for Christian work 
in regions where this is not prevented by 
military activities has never seemed more 
promising than now. Even in the dis- 
turbed areas it should be recognized that 
it is not the attitude of the people of the 
locality, but the dangers incident to civil 
strife that are interfering with missionary 
effort. There is a ringing challenge to 
every form of hopeful and heroic effort 
that really promotes the welfare of the 
Chinese people.’’ 


In Central China 


Dr. Hume declares: 

‘¢ While the political situation in Chang- 
sha remains unsettled, as it does through- 
out the whole of Central China, there are 
reassuring signs of friendliness that de- 


SIGNIFICANT STAGES IN RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION AT ST. PETER’S 
CHURCH, LANCASTER, PA. 


Paul M. Limbert 


(Address delivered by Professor Limbert 
at the 30th Anniversary of the organi- 
zation of St. Peter’s Church School) 


(Continued from last week) 


There is more democracy in the organiza- 
tion of the School than ever before in its 
history. From the Junior Department up- 
ward each department has its Council, com- 
posed of the teachers and representatives 
from each class, which takes care of mat- 
ters relating to the department. The 
Young People’s Council is especially active 
in carrying forward the work of their de- 
partment. A School Council meets quar- 
terly, at which time representatives from 
every class and the officers and teachers 
hear reports from the entire School and 


have never seen the people more friendly. 
After the frenzied madness last winter 
and spring, this is like old China again. 
The Commissioner of Foreign Affairs as- 
sured me that the officials of Changsha ap- 
preciated very much my coming back, and 
extended to me a very cordial welcome. 
The attendance at Church on Sunday is in- 
creasing, notwithstanding the fact that a 
foreigner is preaching. Chinese Christians 
are conducting classes in our girls’ and 
boys’ private schools without any help 
from the missionaries. We have daily 
prayers and Bible study with opposition 
from no one. In the Yale Hospital, Dr. 
Wang and two other Chinese doctors seem 
to have more than they can do. German 
missionaries have started a hospital in the 
building formerly occupied by the School 
for the Blind. It is ealled the Hudson 
Taylor Hospital, in memory of the founder 
of the China Inland Mission, who died on 
the premises in 1905. There is abundant 
need for hospital work in Changsha, and I 
am sure the Yale doctors would be warmly 
weleomed. The only question would be 
getting past the Consuls.’ 

‘«There is little doubt but that Chinese 
throughout Hunan would like to see the 
re-establishment of Christian colleges and 
schools, and that, as soon as the wave of 
political excitement dies down, those Chris- 
tian forees which stand ready to adjust 
themselves to the existing situation will 
have a larger field of service than ever.’’ 


In Southern China 


Dr. Edmunds tells of significant com- 
munications from the gentry of Canton, as 
well as from the alumni, students and fac- 
ulty of Lingnan University. The Mayor 
of Canton and Finance Minister of the 
Nationalist Government wrote to Dr. Ed- 
munds expressing his ‘‘sincere apprecia- 
tion for the splendid work that the Ling- 
nan University has done and is continually 
doing for the advancement of modern edu- 
cation in China. The maintenance of in- 
stitutions like the Lingnan University as 
an institution of higher learning under 
Christian influences and international aus- 
pices would be most helpful to China in 
her great struggle for national freedom and 
independence.’’ 

The President of Lingnan University, 
W. K. Chung, urges the continued help of 
‘Cat least as many foreigners as are at 
present on the staff. We are asking this,’’ 
he explains, ‘‘not merely for the financial 


transact any business 
School. 


relating to the 


It has been found necessary to modify 


the method of teacher training to meet the 
needs of the changed curriculum. Even 
the New Standard Course no longer seems 
adequate. The chief source of training at 
present is the bi-weekly workers’ meetings, 
at which specific problems which have 
arisen in the various classes are discussed. 
A teacher training class is being carried 
on during the regular Sunday session for 
prospective teachers, 


Finally, there has been brought about 
this year a closer relation than ever with 
the Department of Religious Education at 
the Seminary. Students are now required 
to observe in the School a certain number 
of Sundays during the semester, and to 
attend the workers’ meetings. A number 
of these students are actively engaged in 
teaching in the School. 


- Deeply 


university. ’’ 

A cablegram from Canton signed by 800 
students reads: ‘‘Students united resolve 
to struggle loyally supporting University. 
appreciate past help. Strongly 
urge you to take still keener interest now. 
Long live Lingnan.’ 

Dr. Edmunds himself states: ‘‘The many 
rumors of governmental interference with 
our institution have been grossly exagger- 
ated. The attitude of the Canton govern- 
ment is not only one of tolerance, but of 
active co-operation in the development of 
Lingnan as an educational institution of 
the highest rank under Christian influence 
and international auspices. The only re- 
quirements the government has made seem 
entirely reasonable and in fact desirable, 
namely, that we should be known as a 
privately owned and not a government in- 
stitution, that the President should be a 
Chinese, that a majority of the Board 
of Directors should be Chinese, and that 
religious instruction should be on a volun- 
tary basis. 

‘*We had in recent years made a serious 
study of the problem of religious work and 


had already put it on a voluntary basis - 


throughout the institution so that the gov- 
ernment regulation only constitutes an ap- 
proval of the policy we had been led to 
adopt as most effective in the end, 

‘*A better basis of co-operation with the 
Chinese than ever existed before has been 
effective since August 1, 1927. A local 
Board of Directors composed of fifteen Chi- 
nese and, by the special desire of the Chi- 
nese themselves, six additional American 
and British members, has assumed a large 
measure of responsibility for the eurrent 
operation while we as Trustees still hold 
the property and maintain an American 
personnel.’? 


A eable message from Dr. James Henry, 
received December 17, after the uprising 


suppression of the communists had taken _ 


place, says: ‘‘Absolutely no cause for 
anxiety or alarm.’’ 

In this time of China’s greatest need, 
American Christians have a wonderful op- 
portunity, seldom, if ever before, equalled. 
Let us maintain at a high level of efficiency 
by generous financial and moral support 
the Christian Churches and educational in- 
stitutions already established. The future 
of the Christian movement in China de- 
pends in no slight degree on what we do or 
fail to do at this time of crisis. 


—Sidney L. Gulick. 


As by-products of the program of the 
School in recent years a number of articles 
have been printed in pamphlet form and 
distributed widely. The Committee on Re- 
ligious Education a year ago made an ex- 
tensive report describing the year’s work 
in some detail and making recommenda- 
tions regarding the curriculum, organiza- 
tion, and other phases of the work of the 
School, which will stand as the goal to- 
ward which we are working. 

‘Conclusion. In all these enterprises St. 
Peter’s Church School has sought to follow 
the best available procedures in religious 
education. 


tively uncharted paths. Consequently, — 
many mistakes have been made. The wa 
of the pioneer never runs smoothly. BE 
the great urge back of all this gs 
for advanced methods has been the des 


(Continued on page 31) 


Many times in the last ten 
years we have launched out on compara- at 
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EDITORIAL 


THE FORWARD LOOK 


As we grow older in years we are more and more apt 
to think of the past. God help us that we may never be 
guilty of living in the past. That would not only be a 
sign of old age, but a sure proof of stagnation. The 
active Christian will always feel young at heart, though 
time may frost his head and shear his locks. 

St. Paul struck the keynote of all true joy in life when 
he said: “I press toward the mark of the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” That “mark” was set 
before him. It was not a thing of the past, nor of the 
present, but of the future. Forgetting the things behind, 
and reaching unto those things which are before, was 
the aim and ambition of his heart. To him it meant the 
future shall be better than the past. What an inspiration 
for a life of service! 

A wise man once said: “The good is the enemy of the 
best.” He who is satisfied with his past achievements 
may well despair of any progress in the future. Self- 
satisfaction is the suicide of the soul. The growing 
Christian never is, but ever ts to be, satisfied. His long- 
ing is: “I shall be satisfied when I awake in Thy like- 
ness.” 

What is true of an individual is equally true of a con- 
gregation. In the absence of a passion for growth lurks 
the poison of decay. Kindle no flames of love; revive 
no slumbering energies; create no thirst for living truths ; 
awaken no ardent aspirations in the minds and hearts of 
the people, and they are sleeping the sleep of death. Grow- 
ing in grace and truth, in love and service, are the tests 
of a live and vigorous congregation. For Christians to 
stand still and mark time, if such a thing be conceivable, 
will quench the light of hope in their hearts and open the 
avenues of their souls for the incoming of the powers of 
darkness. 

The great need of all our pastors and members, today, 
is the spirit that will watch and pray and.toil. This spirit 
is the fruit of a life lived in, with, and for God. It is the 
abiding presence of Jesus in the soul. He brightens the 
past and lightens the future. “There is a new creation 
whenever a man comes to be in Christ, what is old is gone, 
the new has come.” The religion of Jesus Christ is a 
matter of life, not only of faith; of force, not of fear, 
and of progress, not of passivity. And what is the aim 
and purpose of the Church of Christ in all ages? It is 
the sending out of the light and life of Jesus into the very 
heart of humanity. The fact is patent that Christ has 


given to His followers a faith, a courage and a hope that 
have issued in sublime effort and masterly movement. Un- 
der the potent spell of His power, the missionaries of the 
Cross have gone into the far distant lands and have in- 
fused into the lives of the people a creative principle that 
has made them “new creatures’ in Christ Jesus. The 
secret by which Christ can best be made known to all 
mankind, Christians possess. Only as we use this gift 


- of love can “the Jesus way” be made known among men, 


His saving grace among all nations. 

Perhaps at no other time in the History of Christian 
Missions has there been so much honest doubt and earnest 
fear. There are not a few timid Christians who would 
have us go slowly, move cautiously, and work timidly in 
the face of the present unrest in China. To heed such 
advice will mean forfeiting of our spiritual heritage and 
weakening of our faith in the power of the Gospel. This 
is no time for any Church, or Board, or Mission to wait 
and waver, but we must all set ourselves diligently to the 
task awaiting us. I believe with all my heart that the 
missionary crisis, imminent in China, is in a very real 
sense a testing time for the faith of all Christian workers. 
The whole missionary enterprise will be advanced or will 
receive a set-back in the degree that we fulfill our present 
duty. Students of the Missionary Movement are agreed 
that the way we approach and solve the acute situation 
in China must affect the cause of Missions around the 
world. 

Therefore, my plea is with all our pastors and people, 
that we step out of the region of caution, uncertainty and 
doubt into the clear field of vision, and pray the Lord 
of the Harvest that He will soon open the way for our 
missionaries to return to China and to show them the 
path wherein they can render Him the greatest service. 

The Board of Foreign Missions has given to the Church 
the “Policy for the Future Conduct of our Work in China.” 
It has the-approval of the missionary leaders in other 
denominations, and we believe it will appeal to our Chinese 
brethren. Let the observance of Foreign Mission Day 
be a token of the interest of our pastors and people in the 
spiritual well-being of the Chinese people and of their 
confidence in the success of the work in China which must 
not suffer loss. 

I shall here take the liberty to quote the last paragraph 
from the helpful sermon by the Editor of the MESSENGER 
in the new volume, “The Reformed Church Pulpit”: 

“To, IT am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
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world.’ This is the Divine promise which has never 
failed those who put their trust in Him. Why do we 
not nestle in His love, and believe that round about us are 
‘the everlasting arms?’ To fear and doubt our Savior 
is to grieve and dishonor Him. As a panacea for the fret 
of worry and care as well as a protection against tempta- 
tion, Martin Luther would repeat over and over that great 
Latin word, Viwat (‘He lives’). If in our heart we believe 
that our Redeemer lives, if we see God in the face of Jesus 
Christ, we can make this our confession of faith: ‘I will 
fear no evil, for Thou art with me.’ ” 


—ALLEN R. BARTHOLOMEW. 
* * ok 


THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IN CHINA 


Twenty years ago, at the time of the Morrison Cen- 
tennial Conference in Shanghai, an effort was made to 
bring together into one body the Presbyterian and Re- 
formed Churches in China. Since that time these 
Churches, with other bodies in various provinces, have 
organized provincial synods. The Christians of our Mis- 
sion in Hunan belong to the Liang-Hu Synod which in- 
cludes the two provinces of Hunan and Hupeh. Meet- 
ings have been held from time to time and a bond of 
fellowship exists between them, not unlike that among 
the members of the Church of Christ in Japan. 

On October 1, 1927, the First Assembly of the Church 
of Christ in China was held in Shanghai, at which gather- 
ing there were 87 delegates, representing 120,000 com- 
municants, almost one-third of all the Protestant Church 
membership in ‘China, and about 1,200 missionaries, There 
were 16 Missionary Societies of the West represented in 
the Assembly, including the Presbyterian, Reformed, Lon- 
don Mission, American Board and United Brethren. 

Our ministers and members will hail with joy and 
gratitude the formation of this larger Christian union in 
China. The life and teaching of our Church has ever 
been in accord with the spirit of the great Swiss reformer 
Zwingli, “We be brethren.” At this time many voices in 
all lands are calling for Christians to dwell together in 
the unity of the spirit and in the bond of peace. Christ 
prays now, as He did almost two centuries ago, that His 
disciples may be one, but He does not ask that they may 
be one in ritual or in government. Love is the strongest 
force in life, not faith. So Paul thought, and so we must 
think, in order to bring about the spiritual union of all 
true believers. Love draws the aims and interests of men 
around their common Lord, whose being is love and who 
is the One Center in whom all people may unite who dwell 
on the earth. Do we love as brethren? Are our minds 
and hearts knit, with others, in the fellowship -of the 
Gospel ? —A. R. B. 


* * * 


ATTEMPT MUCH—AND EXPECT MUCH 


Lent is approaching, beginning with Ash Wednesday on 
February 22. Some seasons of the year work against us 
in our Church activities—the hot summer and some of 
the coldest winter months—while some seasons work with 
and for us, especially the Lenten season. The laws of 
reviving nature and ancient, deeply-rooted and now al- 
most universal Christian custom, make it comparatively 
easy to arouse the people to religious fervor during Lent. 
Pity for the responsible leaders of Churches who fail to 
plan long in advance, to raise their own and the people’s 
religious temperature, but, instead, carry on their Church 
work in the same slow unemotional rut. 

All or some of the following methods may be used to 
inspire the people: special week-day services, starting 
promptly on~Ash Wednesday; a children’s devotion every 
Friday afternoon after school; a series of special sermons 
on Sunday evenings with reverent, inspirational songs and 
other music; increased visitation by pastor and volunteers 
among the lukewarm members and strangers, also with a 
view to securing a large number of new members at Eas- 
ter; the use of Lenten literature; the distribution of Lent- 
en self-denial envelopes before Ash Wednesday, and of 


Easter Offering envelopes sent to each member, accom- 
panied by a persuasive and kindly-worded letter. 

At Confirmation do not crowd too much into one ser- 
vice. The old Reformed custom is still good: public ex- 
amination on Judica Sunday, confirmation on Palm Sun- 
day, first Communion at Easter, with an address on each 
occasion. But whatever your methods may be—be sure 
to make good use of Lent. A better chance for effective 
Church work will not come again until 1929. 


—PuH. VOLLMER. 
Re, Lae 


OUR PRIMARY CONCERNS 


Ministers and laymen are rightly concerned about the 
alarming decrease in Church attendance, the indifference 
of young people to the claims of the ecclesiastical institu- 
tion, the dire difficulty of enlisting men and women of high 
leadership abilities in the varied strands of religious min- 
istry. We stand confused, sometimes indignant, before 
the growing financial demands of the program of the 
modern Church. “Is the spiritual welfare of our people 
to be bought at the price of ever recurring money cam- 
paigns?” How frequently the harassed minister is moved 
to ask this question! 

We are distressed also with the burdens of administra- 
tion and supervision now laid upon the minister. To some 
extent we see, for instance, that the Church School offers 
large possibilities for the development of worshipful, 
brotherly people; but we do not see how it is possible to 
give more than passing notice to religious education if we 
are to continue the traditional activities of the ministry. 
One cannot spend every morning of the week in his study, 
visit parishioners in the afternoon, attend meetings in the 
evening and perform the usual ministries of comfort and 
of healing, and still do justice to the responsibility of guid- 
ing the educational enterprise of the congregation intelli- 
gently and successfully. Even if time permitted, many 
preachers, old and young, would approach the educational 
task of their Churches with diffidence because their train- 
ing has been almost altogether exegetical and pastoral. They 
entered the ministry to “preach,” not to conduct Church - 
Schools ! 

There are those, again, who are not a little agitated 
about the qualities and the varieties of public and private 
worship, We have seen within recent years a remarkable 
shift in emphasis within many a Protestant Church. Al- 
though the sermon is still highly magnified by the auditor, 
and preachers devote large portions of their active mo- 
ments to its preparation, it competes today with an increas- 
ingly powerful rival. Much effort is being expended in 
feverish attempts to “enrich” our Protestant worship. Some 
look with yearning, or with envy, upon the elaborate sym- 
bolism of the Catholic ritual. 

Desirable as it may be to “enrich’”’ the services of the 
Church, we are much in danger of substituting a sanc- 
tuary experience for the more desirable and more Christ- 
like experience of a sanctified series of human relation- 
ships. One is moved to ask whether we are come once 
more upon a time in the history of the Church when 
prophet and people retreat from the stern necessities of 
justice and righteousness to quiet cloisters and to Churches 
by whose exotic ritual they hope to be lifted ‘“‘far from 
tle madding crowd.” 

The vitality of any institution may be judged by the 
character and the number of its primary concerns. Intent 
mainly upon the fabrication of beautiful forms of worship, 
and worried about the size of its congregations, the ec- 
clesiastical institution soon lays itself open to the charge 
that the daily confusions and oppressions of the human 
beings whom it professes to serve have been relegated to 
a place of insignificance. The Church that is so beautiful 
in its structure and its ritual that the mention of the 


Columbine mine disaster and the Cheswick outrage are ‘ 


carefully avoided for fear of an aesthetic jar, is proba 
a Church playing with a beauty rotten at its core. ni 


But, says the man who reads many books and lives 
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in a world of philosophic unreality, is not the maintenance 
of a satisfying worship the fundamental task of the Church, 
and has not this “social gospel” which you represent be- 
come old? Has not the thought of the Church advanced 
beyond it? This is to say that if one reads Rauschenbusch 
today and Ellwood tomorrow he has therefore “advanced” 
beyond Rauschenbusch. It is interesting to observe that 
one may profess to have thus advanced in his thinking 
who has never in his preaching emphasized the significant 
social issues of our time in such a way as to bring them 

into intimate contact with the message of Jesus. 
Careful observation would lead us to believe that, far 
from having advanced beyond the social gospel, multitudes 
- in our Church have not even begun to approach it. We 
still think largely in terms of the pure individual, as if 
indeed a pure individual existed. Our evangelism (and 
our religious education also) concerns itself too little with 
those inescapable social relationships in which the so- 
called individual alone finds reality.. May it not be that 
we have so signally failed to save communities, to bind 
them together by reverent fellowships, because we have 
seldom seen our task in terms of saving communities? 
We have scarcely realized, we have probably not even 
tried to measure, the extent to which the social iniquities 
and inequalities of our time have literally succeeded in 
destroying the faith of thinking men in a fatherly God. 
Unless the Church can justify faith in a righteous Father 
by helping to build Cities of Righteousness, it may well 
be that more and more of its members will look upon our 
fratricidal society in dismay, and say in their hearts, “The 
God of these Churches must indeed be a very cruel God.” 

—F. D. W. 


* * * 


HOW ABOUT YOUR PREPARATORY SERVICE? 


“The Constitution of our Church requires that a Pre- 
paratory Service be held prior to the observance of Holy 
Communion. The minister is willing and tries to live up 
to the requirement, but the attendants are few. What 
about this Preparatory Service anyway? Perhaps there 
are some sections of the Church where the attendance 
is more encouraging, but I have yet to hold my first Pre- 
paratory Service in which more than a small minority of 
the membership is present. Should this time-honored 
custom of holding Preparatory Service be discontinued ? 
Does the custom prevail in other denominations? Is it 
wise to combine the two services into one, as is the prac- 
tice with some ministers? This of necessity lengthens the 
service. I would like to hear the matter discussed through 
the MESSENGER.” 

From one of our most active and successful young pas- 
tors comes this letter, designed to elicit constructive sug- 
gestions from MESSENGER readers. There may be not a 
few pastors and Consistories throughout our denomina- 
tion who are similarly concerned, and an account of ex- 
periences and of methods found most helpful would be 
of value. We will welcome, therefore, some brief letters 
from pastors or Church officers who may have any con- 
‘structive contribution to make. 

Our forefathers, we think very wisely, exalted the im- 
portance and the sacredness of the Holy Communion by 
encouraging the general observance of a service of special 
preparation, so that all might approach the Lord’s Table 
in a more expectant and reverent spirit. Nor have we 
the slightest doubt that the busier men and women be- 
come, the greater will be their need of some such self- 
examination, warning and encouragement as is provided 
in the Preparatory Service, if their participation in the 
holy sacrament is to mean all it ought to mean in their 
lives. The writer personally has not experienced the diffi- 
culties to which this pastor alludes. In the Churches we 
served as pastor, the Preparatory Service, although held 
invariably on a week-night, was an exceptionally well- 
attended service, and many needed no particular urging 
to be present. Indeed, we have known many people who 
seemed to feel they hardly had a right to share in the 


Communion unless they had also participated in the Pre- 
paratory Service. The fact, however, that some have 
combined the two services—a method which seems to us 
designed to lose all the values of the Preparatory observ- 
ance—while others are holding the service of preparation 
on the Sunday before Communion, seems to indicate that 
many are feeling, like our correspondent, a lack of interest 
in this ancient custom, Indeed some feel that when once 
it becomes necessary to minimize this service, it might as 
well be dropped altogether. Can the Preparatory Service 
be maintained at a high level in these high pressure days? 


What should be the attitude of our Reformed Churches? 
* * * 


A WORN-OUT FABLE 


Under the more or less inspiring leadership of Secretary 
Wilbur, who is referred to by some as the “benevolent 
blunderer” of Washington, the Navy applied the muzzle 
to Admiral Magruder for daring to say that a consider- 
able portion of the large sums of money received by the 
Navy from the government is wasted through duplication 
and inefficiency. The offender was compelled to walk the 
plank and has been kept for months in a most unpleasant 
inactivity. This is not surprising, when one recalls the 
“big navy” drive now under way. Such criticism from 
one of their own number seemed woefully untimely to 
naval officials. It could not fail to dampen the enthusiasm 
of members of Congress whose support is essential to the 
consummation of the enormous preparedness program 
now projected. 

But what are the Admirals and Mr. Wilbur going to 
do with such a man as Senator Borah, who boldly beards 
the lions in their dens and says in language all can under- 
stand that our Navy officials should themselves be muzzled 
before they plunge us by their fanatical zeal into another 
international conflict. Such a conflict might easily prove 
to be “the cemetery of civilization,” as Secretary Hoover 
has warned us. j 

These words of Senator Borah need to be seriously 
considered by the Christian people of America. In our 
judgment, they are both wise and brave. We should 
thank God for statesmen fearless enough to risk being 
dubbed unpatriotic when men in uniform are beating the 
tom-toms and making faces at friendly nations. 

“Tf anything could possibly bring on war between two 
great nations,” declared Senator Borah, “‘it is these enlarged 
naval programs in connection with declarations from the 
navies of the respective countries that war is inevitable. 
This was the insane policy which obtained between Ger- 
many and Great Britain from 1900 to 1914 and which 
was one of the great contributing causes of the world 
war.” 

Endorsing the original naval program for some addi- 
tional cruisers to “round out” the navy, the Idaho senator 
declared “that proposal has now developed into a program 
for the largest navy in the world. «Added to this is a 
notice that this navy is not for protection of our com- 
merce, but for war, an inevitable war. Those who must 
pay the taxes and do the fighting and dying in case these 
people succeed in bringing on war, ought not to delay in 
taking part in this program. Not only will there be no 
reduction in taxes, but there will necessarily be an increase 
in the near future. 

“Admiral Hughes appeared before the naval committee 
of the House and advocated practically a billion dollar 
expenditure, and let it be known that that was only the 
beginning. Furthermore, he indicated unmistakably by 
his testimony that he was anticipating trouble. Yester- 
day, Admiral Plunkett stated in a public speech that war 
is not only inevitable, but that it is near at hand. When 
asked with whom the war was to be waged, he said, “Great 
Britain.’ Admiral Plunkett repeats the old worn-out fable 
that the way to have peace ts to prepare for war. When 
the great world war broke, the nations responsible for 
that war were armed to the teeth. They had bled thetr 
people white in the name of the hoary lie that arms mean 
peace. 
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“But whether these people succeed in bringing on’ war 
or not, they will succeed in overburdening the already 
overtaxed American people with billions of additional 
debt. We now have a public debt of some $18,000,000,- 
000 growing out of the war. Our hospitals are still filled 
with the diseased and the insane. We are taking one- 
third of the farmers’ income for taxes and business is 
pleading daily with members of Congress that their tax 
burdens are eating up all their profits. Someone had 
better have a voice in this matter besides those whose 
business is not to declare policies. All this is a part of 
a well-organized plan to prepare the public mind for a 
naval race. A limited number of cruisers to help police 
our commerce can be justified. But this program, together 
with the wild and excited statements about war, is sheer 
madness.” 

* * ok 


MISS ROYDEN ON PROHIBITION 


“What do you think about Prohibition?” This was one 
of the questions sent up to Miss Maude Royden in the 
great meeting of the Philadelphia Forum at the Academy 
of Music on Jan. 19, at which over 3,000 were present. 
Miss Royden, undoubtedly the best-known, and in our 
judgment the ablest, woman preacher in the world, had 
thrilled that great assemblage with her eloquent plea for 
a better understanding between her country and ours. 
Because we are “so much alike in the essentials and differ 
so much in the non-essentials,’’ we get on one another’s 
nerves like some near relatives are wont to do. The irrita- 
tions caused by these temperamental attitudes may, if not 
guarded, lead to serious misunderstanding. But our 
friendship is so important, both for our own sakes and 
for the peace of the world, that all of us should pray for 
wisdom enough and love enough to rise above our idiosyn- 
cracies and live like brothers. 


Knowing the prevailing attitude of Britishers toward 
Prohibition, it was natural therefore that Miss Royden 
should be asked her own views on that mooted question. 
Freely she confessed the disposition among most of her 
countrymen to laugh the American law to scorn. On her 
return from a former visit to us, she said, many had 
sneered about this “free” country which had again gone 
into bondage—its millions now slaves to a restrictive law. 
Miss Royden replied to them that she would rather be in 
bondage to a law intended for the common good than to be 
in bondage to her own vices and appetites. Prohibition is a 
social experiment, and its success not yet fully determined, 
she said. She had heard many conflicting reports, and 
those reporting “pro and con’ seemed equally convinced 
they were right. “But what a noble adventure it is,” she 
added. “Nothing is to me more astounding than that there 
should really be good people who do not want it to suc- 
ceed! Tf it does win out, it will be simply glorious. So 
I say, God grant it may succeed!” 


Perhaps we should ask why this reply by Miss Royden 
was not mentioned in the daily newspapers. Has it come 
to this, that any words favorable to Prohibition are hence- 
forth to be totally ignored? Considering the bias of some 
journals, this is not surprising. 

ae ne. 


PRESIDENT COFFIN’S TRIBUTE 


Our readers will be interested in this excerpt from a 
letter by Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin, President of Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, about the new book, The 
Reformed Church Pulpit, edited by the Rev. F. K. Stamm, 
and contaitling sermons by 25 of our preachers: “These 
are thoughtful sermons. The congregations which listen 
to them have the benefit of a teaching ministry. These 
preachers are scholars giving their people solid food from 
Sunday to Sunday. The sermons are characterized by 
broad theology, evangelical passion, and in many cases by 
a social application of the gospel. Some of them are very 
fine indeed, and all of them are excellent preaching.” 


The Parables of Safed the Sage 


THE PARABLE OF CONDITIONS IN VENICE 


Now when the Year was young, there came to me an 
Earnest Man who said, We shall be glad of a Renewal 
of thine Annual Subscription to the Environmental Asso- 
ciation. 

And I said, I will renew it. 
year. 


And he said, Yea, but it might have been better. If 
only the people who have Wealth could understand the 
importance of Right Environment, our task would be easy. 


And I said, I hope the New Year will be a good one 
for all Good Causes. 


_And that was the place for him to have taken his 
Cheque and departed. But he felt I was a Little Luke- 
warm, and he sought to warm me up. 


And he said, If we permit men to live in Bad Environ- 
ment, they will be bad; but if we provide Right Environ- 
ment, they will be good. 


And I said, That theory was once popular in Heaven, 
but they learned better. 


And he said, When was that? 


I said, It was prior to the time when the Angels that 
kept not their first estate were hurled down to Tartarus, 
to find an Environment suited to the Character they had 
developed in an Unappreciated Heaven. 


And he said, But those were not men. 

And I said, Nay, nor women, but the Environmental 
Theory was given the Once-over also in the Garden of 
Eden. Something is needed beside Environment. 

And he sate down again, and said, Say on. 


And I said, I believe in Right Environment, and I am 
more than willing to pay a Little Money every year to 
help it along. But my deeper interest lieth in Character _ 
that can stand the Fiery Furnace, and salute the saints 
from Nero’s Palace. 


And he said again, Say on. 


And I said, There is a Story, and whether it be true 
or false I know not, but it is true enough for a Moral. 
It is of an Elderly and (Cultured Lady who lived in a 
Small Village, and her children were in the City. And 
when she came to visit them, they took her to the Theater, 
and she said she would like to see something of Shake- 
speare, for she had seen some of his Plays in her youth. 
So they took her to see the Merchant of Venice. And 
she returned rather thoughtful, for there were more Lights 
and Things than she had known in the Theatres of her 
girlhood. And they asked her how she like it. 


And she said, Venice hath improved greatly, but Shy- 
lock is the same mean, hard-hearted old Scoundrel he 
was when I was in Boarding School. : 


And when I had told this Story, I said, I am more 
than willing that Venice should improve, and last time 
I was there I thought it needed it. I will willingly pay a 
trifle to clean up after the Pigeons in front of Saint 
Mark’s, or to provide Receptacles for Waste Paper at. 
the Palace of the Doges, or to put a coat of New Paint 
on the Bridge of Sighs. But my chief interest is in the 
reformation of Shylock, and the keeping of other men 
from becoming like unto him. ; 

And he said, It is now Three Hundred Years since 
Shakespeare wrote that Play, and thou hast been at the 
business of reforming Shylock all that time. al 

And I said, It is, indeed, more or less discouraging; 
and Fresh Paint on the Rialto is much more easily played— 
up in Annual Reports. But who knoweth how much worse — 
Shylock would have been by this time if I had not kept 
after him for the past Three Hundred Years? q 


I hope it hath had a good 
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A Graphic Report of the First Visit by Our Two Missionaries, 
Snyder and Yaukey to Yochow City Since the Tragic 
Experiences of the Spring of 1927 


WELCOMED BY CHINESE; EVANGELISTS AT 
WORK; COMMUNION SERVICE HELD; 
CONDITION OF PROPERTIES; 
SITUATION HOPEFUL 


On the night of October 20th, we boarded the S. S. 
Suiwo at Shanghai and started on our trip of investiga- 
tion to our Yochow field. Though we could not but won- 
der what was ahead, our departure from the Port was 
made more memorable in that all five ladies of our Con- 
tinuation Committee in Shanghai were to the boat to bid 
us Bon Voyage. As far as we knew, conditions seemed 
to be quite favorable in Hunan for an extended trip not 
only to Yochow, but also to the various outstations of 
the field, and we gladly looked forward to the time that 
we would be able to spend with our co-workers in our 
north-east Hunan district. By the time that our boat 
got to Nanking, conditions on the Yangste were again 
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Congregation at Yochow City Assembled for Worship 
and the Holy Communion on Sunday, November 6, 1927 
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unsettled. Just a few days before we left Shanghai the 
Nanking Government started an attack on the Wuhan 
Government that was under the military influence of Tang 
Shen-dzi. We first learned about it at Nanking. When 
we got to Wuhu we discovered that the Wuhan soldiers 
had evacuated that Port a few days before and that the 
Nanking soldiers had taken possession in great numbers. 
We also learned that the newly arrived soldiers boasted 
that they were out to annihilate Tang Shen-dzi and his 
followers. From other sources, however, we obtained 
reports that the Nanking Government would be satisfied 
to regain control of Anhuei and that they would allow 
General Tang to retain his influence in Hupeh and Hunan. 
Though other boats just ahead of us and just back of us 
were fired on by soldiers our steamer came through the 
disturbed areas without any trouble, and arrived at Hankow 
late afternoon on October 24th. We had to wait in Han- 
kow several days before we could get a boat for Yochow 
Port, but we found it took us three days anyhow to get 
our Travel Passes issued by the American Consulate and 
the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs of the Wuhan 
Government. Finally, we arrived at Yochow Port on 
late afternoon—Saturday, October 29th. 


Attend .Worship at The Port Chapel 

At Yochow Port, or Cheng Ling Ki, we stayed with 
our Pastor (Rev. Djang Dzi-hsiu) over Sunday. He and 
his family gave us a very cordial welcome, and we felt 
quite at home and at ease among them. Other Christians 
and friends came in to call, and there was mutual joy in 
being together. Most of the furnishings of the Church 
and residence were still on hand, even though the building 


had been occupied for months by soldiers. No doubt, 
the good condition of the property was due to the fact 
that after the former evangelist had to flee last April— 
one of the earnest Christians moved into the front two 
rooms at the Chapel entrance. He and his wife lived 
there, regardless of the numbers of soldiers who occupied 
the Chapel from time to time. He aimed to keep on 
friendly terms with the officers of the various companies, 
and so was able to talk with them about conditions of the 
property and about keeping things in order. A hole in 
the wall right behind the rostrum was pointed out to us. 
One of the soldiers, who had been having his bed on the 
rostrum—just behind the pulpit—became very sick, one 
day last summer. ‘The officers would not do anything for 
him, nor would they let him leave the army and return 
home. The rest of the soldiers were ordered to move on,. 
and no move was made to provide for his needs. So, he 
shot himself with his own gun. The bullet, after passing 
through the soldier, left its mark in the wall, and that 
mark remains as an indication of a life that had gone out 
in desperation and despair. Another hole in the corner 
of the roof was pointed out; but that was caused by one 
of the guns going off unexpectedly when the soldier was 
cleaning it. The lamps had disappeared from the Chapel, 
and though tables and benches had been borrowed at dif- 
ferent times, they had been reclaimed and brought back— 
except for six benches. Rev. Djang knew where those 
six benches were and he expected to recover them after 
the next group of soldiers that had been using them would 
leave. Services were held in the Chapel on tne 30th, and 
that was the second time in months that they had. been 
able to have open services in the Church. There were 
about fifty in the audience, and they seemed to be quite 
interested in the service. While Rev. Djang was reading 
the Scripture, a group of soldiers came into the Chapel 
and after walking up the aisle went into and examined 
the rooms of the residence part of the building. They 
were not so quiet in their movements, but they did not 
try to stop or interfere with the service. After the meet- 
ing was over, the soldiers sat down on the benches and 
asked for tea and acted as if they were going to make the 


Our Loyal Evangelists and Mr. Yaukey of our 
Yochow Field 


Chapel their home while living in Cheng Ling Ki, After 
quite a while of talking with their officers, during the 
progress of which the secretary of the company assisted 
Rey. Djang in his arguments, Rev. Djang finally persu- 
aded them to go elsewhere to find quarters. It was only 
because Rey. Djang was able to get on good terms with 
the officers that they finally accepted his version of things 


‘and hunted another place. 
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Met by Two Faithful Servants 


On Monday, October 31st, we went by small boat to 
Yochow City. Just as our boat was nearing its landing 
place, we were met by two of the faithful servants of 
days gone by. These two men, assisted by a third whom 
they picked up there at the shore, carried our baggage 


Tried and True Elders of Our Yochow City Congrega- 
tion, Who Held the Membership Together in Time of 
Persecution 


and led us to the home of Mr. Hsu, the evangelist in the 
Yochow City Church. There we found a number of the 
local workers waiting to greet us, and from the time of 
our arrival until late at night the Christians came in singly 
or in small groups to bid us welcome and to tell us about 
some of the trials that they had had to undergo during 
the reign of terror that had occurred last spring. Not 
only the Christians but also some of the local non-Christ- 
ian leaders of the Yochow community came in to extend 
greetings and to renew past ties with Mission representa- 
tives. All expressed sorrow for the things that had hap- 
pened to the buildings of the Mission during recent months. 
But, a common feeling seemed to envelop all in that the 
people generally had all suffered as well as the Church. 
Passing through trials and tribulations together always 
does bind peoples into a closer fellowship, and it appears 
as if the sufferings of the Christians and of the people 
generally as well as the misuse of the Mission property 
on the part of those whom the people now quite univer- 
sally detest have all helped to develop mutual considera- 
tion and kinship of feeling that augurs well for the future. 


Call on Magistrate at Yochow 


On the afternoon of our arrival we made a call at the 
Magistrate’s quarters, but not finding him at home met 
and talked with one of his secretaries. We called in order 
to let him know that we were in town and to personally 
extend to him our greetings and to also request his help 
in several matters. The soldiers were still in the city 
compound buildings and did not seem to be making any 
move to get out. The Main Street Chapel was being filled 
with loose rice that had been robbed by the soldiers as 
some merchants were taking it through Yochow on their 
way to Hankow. So, we requested the magistrate to take 
up the matter of getting the soldiers out of the compound 
in order that preparations might be made for the resump- 
tion of some of the work of the Mission. We also asked 
that care be taken in the matter of storing rice in the 
Chapel building—for we quickly saw that there would 
be no way of having the rice taken out and stored else- 
where. We also asked for protection for the Chapels 
that were scattered about through the country. Upon being 
asked to put all of these requests in writing, a letter was 
prepared and sent to the magistrate the next morning. 


Inspect the Buildings 
We were surprised in more ways than one at the condi- 
tion in which we found the buildings. Of course, all of 
the furniture was gone from all of the houses—but some 
of the men who had tried their best to preserve what they 
could at the time that the looters and rioters were having 
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their fling reported that they had garnered a number of 
articles from the different buildings and had stored them 
in small rooms that used to be servants’ rooms near the 
gate. Up to now, the articles stored in those rooms have 
been safe. As some soldiers were still around, it was no 
time for us to examine the salvaged articles or to try to 
discover just what things were on hand and what things 
were missing. We shall all have to wait a while longer 
before the mysteries of the locked and sealed rooms can 
be made known. The Yaukey canary sang for us one 
day in Mr. and Mrs. Chiu Ren Yung’s home and gave 
evidence of having been in good hands through these 
months. Two victrolas and a sewing machine are being 
faithfully cared for by one family. In the attic of the 
Girls’ School we discovered five stoves that looked as if 
they might easily be put into good repair again. Four- 
teen Church benches were noticed in the different rooms 
of the Girls’ School, and six of them were then brought 
to the homes of two of the preachers before orders were 
given by some soldier authority that the removal was to 
stop as the soldiers would later on have need of the benches 
that were left. We found one Pulpit in the Girls’ School 
study room that no one could determine where it had hailed 
from—so the conclusion was reached that it must have 
been carried in from the Episcopal Church. Our Pulpit 
was in Dr. Stucki’s bed room. Two water tanks were 
discovered at the Hospital—one of them being discon- 
nected and standing in a corner. Mr. Hsu reported that 
the soldiers and officers who first occupied the buildings 
were quite dependable and courteous. It was not long 
however, until more unstable elements prevailed. 


The buildings that were in the best condition were 
those of the Ziemer Girls’ School and of the Women’s 
School. The residences that were occupied by the Lequears 
and the Whiteners and the Hospital buildings were in the 
worst condition. The houses that had been the homes for 
the Yaukeys, the Stuckis and the single ladies as well as 
the Church were in fairly good condition (in comparison), 
not so good as the best or so bad as the worst. Except 
for some old floors in a couple rooms of the Women’s 
Hospital and in the rooms where the women student nurses 
lived, the floors were in good shape in all the buildings. 
In those four or five small rooms the floors had entirely 
disappeared. The wooden floor in the store room, next 
to the men nurses’ dining room in the Hospital, was in bad 
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Group of Valiant Teachers of Huping College in Charge 
of Property During the Absence of the Missionaries 


shape because that room had been used as a stable. The 
ceilings were all right except that a small square of ceiling 
on the upper floor of the Women’s School had been torn 
off. Door and window frames in all of the buildings 
were intact, and that means a lot—for in many places in 
China they too have been torn out, thereby causing many 
walls to give and break away. Only in a few places did 
it look as if the roofs were affected adversely, the most 
outstanding spot being on the Lequear house where it was 
easy to get from an upstairs porch on to the lower portion” 
of the roof—that part that projects out beyond the wall 
—-so, even there the house can’t be affected much by a 
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damaged walls. In most of the houses the locks and knobs 
of the doors were missing, many window panes were gone, 
and the fasteners and hooks at the windows were also 
gone. Many doors were missing from the Lequear and 
Whitener residences and the Hospital built-in book cases, 
cupboards, window seats and sinks were all gone. Most 
clothes closets were still all right. Shutters and screens 
were for the most part ruined. The Girls’ School and 
Women’s School Buildings scarcely had any window panes 
broken, about one-half of the locks in the doors and 
window fixtures remained, shutters seemed to be in place 
and a number of screens remained. The bronze Memorial 
Tablet to Miss Ziemer in the Ziemer Girls’ School was 
missing. In the badly used residences, the wash boarding 
and the moldings and some of the strips at the doors had 
been torn off. Evidently, those things had been used for 
fire wood. No buildings are beyond repair. The things 
that might have been done that would have hastened the 
deterioration of the foundations, the walls, the framework 
and the roofs were not done—and we can all feel thank- 


ful. 
Huping in Fair Condition 

Twice, we went to Huping, the first time just for a 
short visit, and the second time for a whole day. The 
members of the Property Committee there have been 
very faithful—especially Messrs. Wen and Yu. Being 
the older and more experienced members of the commit- 
tee it is natural that they took the lead. The Yu, Fang 
and Wen families still live.in Huping. The Lo’s moved 
into Yochow early in October. With the four members 
of the committee we made a complete round of the Huping 
properties. The four foreign graves were all right, and 
the section of the campus set aside as the cemetery was 
in good condition—even a few roses being in bloom. The 
servants had claimed that Dr. and Mrs. Hoy at their 
departure had given them all of their furniture—so they 


moved it away. The books that had been given 
to the school had not heen touched and were 
still alright. The house itself seemed to be in very 


good condition. Most everything in the Beck house seemed 
to be as Rev. Beck left it. The panel of one door was 
smashed in, the lower panes of glass in one of the big 
front windows were broken just recently when soldiers 
came to Huping to arrest the Communist students there, 
and the door knob was missing from the front door. We 
took a look inside into the room where the household 
things had been stored and it looked as if the room was 
about as full as it could well be—so we think that nothing 
was missing from there. The School buildings were also 
found to be in good condition. Some panes of glass were 
broken and some screens were torn, but otherwise things 
seemed to be all right. The chemistry, biology and physics 
laboratories had not been tampered with at all. In their 
search just recently, the soldiers tossed papers and records 
around quite carelessly in the offices of the President and 
of the Registrar. However, the records in the treasurer's 
office, the Day School Records, the library and the store 


room have not been tampered with either. All the safes 
were all right and in their places. We could only get into 
a few rooms of the Owens’ house, as the men did not 
have the keys to go further. In those few rooms we found 
very little, except that the kitchen stove was in its regular 
place. The men thought however that the Owens’ had 
stored their belongings in one or more of the locked rooms 
to which we had no keys. We had no keys to enter the 
Davis’ home either, but things looked as if they were sealed 
up tight from the outside and as if no one had been try- 
ing to force an entrance. We also examined the homes 
of the Ruhls, the Taylors, the Alspachs and the Beams. A 
couple of the watchmen are living in the first floor enclosed 
porch room of the Beam house, and one of the students 
had been sleeping in one of their up-stairs rooms—but 
furniture, carpets, curtains, etc., were in place and ap- 
peared all right. The other three homes had not been 
entered except as the committee went around from time 
to time to inspect and to see if things were all right or 
not. It looked as if we could have moved right into the 
Beam home or into the Taylor home and inside of an hour 
or two be quite settled. The committee has done a fine 
piece of work in looking after the properties, but they 
have been helped possibly three-fcurths in their work by 
the fact that Huping is some three or four miles out in 
the country from Yochow City. 


“The Double-Ten School” 


In connection with the school that the students conducted 
at Huping, some interesting things are told. Mr. Wen re- 
ported that when the school opened there were nearly 
forty students, by the end of the term there were only 
ten students left, and NOT A STUDENT PASSED HIS. 
FINAL EXAIMINATIONS! All school affairs were: 
conducted and administered by the students, under the: 
leadership of Wu Kwoh-tou. Last April, the teachers 
under the leadership of Tsou Yu-kai, had some services. 
They culminated on the day that Mr. Lo was married. 
Then, the students passed a rule that there were to be 
no more Christian services at Huping. The students also 
raised the question of changing the Cross that was on 
the Church tower into a character representing the name 
of the school—the Double Ten or Suan Si School. The 
committee took issue with this plan and succeeded in 
thwarting it. Finally, about the middle of September, 
soldiers appeared in the middle of the night and after 
throwing guards around the whole compound arrested the 
students that they found there. The committee escaped 
arrest because they had their Certificate from the College 
appointing them to have charge of the properties of the 
College. One Double-Ten teacher was taken along with 
the students, but he had not been a former teacher at 
Huping. 

Chapels and Schools in Yochow 

The Main Street Chapel in town looked quite the worse 
for wear. With windows smashed, doors and all furni- 
ture gone—one could easily tell that it had been the center 
of activity for some time when the anti-Christian, anti- 
foreign move was at its height. The building itself, walls, 


Widows of Evangelists Chen and Gan 
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floors, roof—looked all right. Some 10,000 piculs of rice 
were stored in the building while we were in Yochow. 
We heard, only a few days after the rice was all carried 
into the building, that they were going to take it out and 
give it back to the boatmen from whom it had been stolen. 
With the present turnover in Government, the question 
of all of that rice being stored in the Main Street Chapel 
will very likely soon be settled. The Ling Nan Primary 


School building in Yochow was occupied by a responsible 
organization, 


political which was endeavoring to keep 


Place Where Missionary Snyder Preached, and in the 


Yard the Holy Communion was Celebrated on November 
6, 1927 


things in the building safe. The Ling Dung School 
building was being cared for; however, a few soldiers 
were living in it part of the time while we were at Yochow. 
The Giao Tung Men Street Chapel was not occupied, but 
the benches were missing. The Street Chapel near the 
Post Office was being used by the town authorities as a 
school room. Reports came variously from the outsta- 
tions. In most places there had been trouble of one kind 
or another. Buildings were occupied by soldiers and by 
political organizations, benches and lamps and sundry kinds 
of furniture were borrowed by this or that group. Most 
of the things borrowed have been brought back—due to 
the careful watch of the men in charge in the various 
places. There are also reports of minor repairs that need 
to be made at the several buildings due to the troubles 
of last spring. But, as we did not get to make a tour 
of the outstation districts we cannot as yet report in full 
concerning them. 


Cordial Reception Everywhere 


Our stay in Yochow was made pleasant by the constant 
courtesies and kindnesses shown us not only by the Christ- 
ians and the co-workers there but also by some of the 
people outside the Church. Every day we were invited 
out to a feast some place or other and on a number of 
days we were guests of the man who used to cook for 
Miss Ammerman and later on for Miss Bailey. He is 
now running a restaurant of his own near the railroad 
station. He borrowed forks from some place or other, 
and so the five guests had a fork a piece. There was 
one knife, and that was passed around to use in spreading 
the jam that he had prepared for the occasion. He served 
us with a real good foreign style five course dinner, and 
we surely did enjoy it. The fact that the meal was the 
only foreign style meal that we had at Yochow also helped 
to make it stand out especially well in our memories. He 
seemed to be doing well with his business. 


Fine Conference with Workers 


Another fine experience was the conference that lasted 
over two days with the Evangelists and Bible Women from 
the whole Yochow field. As there was no money to pay 
travelling expenses, the various workers all came to Yo- 
chow at their own expense in order to meet us and talk 
over the various problems connected with the work. To 
witness their devotion and to hear them tell of the various 
trials and of the ways in which they have been able to 


overcome one attack after another was inspiring indeed. 
rhough we might just think of the property damages and 
become weary we cannot help but rise up in joy and glad- 
ness when we think of the faithfulness of the devoted fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ who have stood the tests of these 
days and who have come through with faith strengthened 
and with hearts more consecrated than ever unto the task 
of furthering the Kingdom of God and of contributing 
their part in extending the teachings and blessings of fel- 
lowship with God unto others. Mrs. Chen told at length 
of the way in which her husband was stoned to death 
and then trampled upon by an infuriated mob—and she 
kept saying that it would not have been so bad if she had 
not seen it all herself! Rev. Djang left his home just in 
time, for it was only a few hours later that the mob called 
for him in order to persecute him. ‘Though Mr. Mei lived 


only ten miles from the place in which Rev. Chen was, 


killed he was able to keep on living at his home. It seems 
that he was protected by the fact that he was preaching 
in his own home town and that the various leaders in the 
town were all more or less related. ()ne very special service 
held on the Sunday that we were with the ‘Yochow Christ- 
ians will stand out in our memories. That was the com- 
munion service held in the back yard of where two of the 
Evangelists now live. Church buildings were occupied. 
But, sixty-eight Christians came together to partake of 
the Holy Communion, and the service was held in the 
great out-of-doors under a beautiful sky. 


The Visit was a Blessing 


We feel that our visit to the Yochow field and our as- 
sociation with our co-workers and Christians there was 
quite worth while and helpful. Many things stand out 


Residence of Mr. Lequear Showing Damages to 
Windows and Doors 


for which we can be truly grateful to our Father in 
Heaven. We can all have the cause of China and the 
great problems of China on our hearts and in our minds. 
We can unite constantly in prayer for the Church and for 
the Christians in this land. And, let us pray that the 
Holy Spirit will lead us each one so that we can each con- 
tribute our best unto the working out of these problems 
and unto helping as we are able in the building of the 
Church of the Living God in China. 


GEORGE RANDOLPH SNYDER. 
Jesse B. YAuKEY. 


THE FOREIGN MISSION DAY SERVICE 


BY REV. AARON R. TOSH 


It was a great joy to me to receive a copy of the Foreign 
Mission Day Service entitled “Faith is the Victory.” The 
service presents a most attractive appearance. The pic- 
tures give the service an appealing effect. As in former 


years, the Board of Foreign Missions is giving the Church ~ 


the real situation in regard to the work in Japan, China 
and Mesopotamia. 
caption, “Faith is the Victory.” 


It sums up the work correctly in the 
“Where there is no vis- 
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ion the people perish.” Thank God, for men of vision. 

The Church, through its Board of Foreign Missions, 
is facing an impossible task. Great have been the. losses 
to the work during 1927! In the death of the lamented 
Dr. William E, Hoy the Church has suffered an irrepar- 
able loss. The Eastview School Building at Shenchow 
was destroyed by fire. Chen, our first Christian martyr 
evangelist, was stoned to death while placing a poster 
calling for respect of Mission property. Many mission- 
aries had to withdraw from the field. We might go on 
citing many other losses but these are impressively em- 
phasized in the responsive readings and the pictures. No- 
where is there a note of despair. 

A great challenge comes to us as pastors and people to 
respond loyally to the faith of our leaders in this most 
diffeult work of the Church, believing with Christ that, 
“with God all things are possible.” 

China is in travail. She is experiencing a new birth. 
Will you pray God to help you as an individual to be used 
by Him in the best way possible to bless China? 

But China is just one aspect of our work. The work 
in Japan must not suffer and the new venture into the 
Mohammedan world at Baghdad has already been produc- 
tive of splendid results. The writer had the privilege of 
a visit to the American University at Cairo and can per- 
sonally vouch for the tremendous value and influence of 
this kind of missionary work done among Mohammedans. 

On Foreign Mission Day, 1927, when the Board made 
such a strong appeal for the Jubilee Anniversary Fund, 
many of our missionaries in China gave half of their 
month’s salary toward the work because they felt and saw 
the imperative need of the work. 

May God use the coming Foreign Mission Day to stir 
within us a new passion for the salvation of humanity. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE OFFERING A TRIBUTE TO DR. HOY 
By One Who Loved Him 


Below the picture of the sainted Dr. Hoy on the Offer- 
ing Envelope for Foreign Mission Day is this beautiful 
sentiment: “To live in hearts we leave behind is not to 
die.” The Board of Foreign Missions has shown fine 
taste in suggesting to the Church that the offering on 
Sunday, February 12, should be given as a tribute to 
our pioneer missionary to China, the lamented and revered 
William Edwin Hoy of blessed memory. 

About this time, a year ago, this servant of Christ, with 
Mrs. Hoy and Gertrude, was waiting at Shanghai to sail 
for America. No one can imagine the feeling in his soul 
as he bade farewell to his spiritual children in China. 
It was like the breaking of thousands of heartstrings, for 
every Chinese boy and girl with whom he had come in 
contact during his twenty-seven years of loving service was 
a part of his very being. A valiant soldier of the Cross 
he ever proved to be for forty-two years in Japan and 
China. From the hour, however, when he went aboard 
the vessel for his last homewardbound voyage, sad clouds 
were gathering about his aching head, and the pang of 
separation from the Chinese people, among whom he had 
spent so many fruitful years, brought on a depression of 


spirit, and as a result, in a few days he peacefully fell 
asleep at sea on March 3, 1927. 

Dr. Hoy gave his life in unremitting toil to the Church. 
As we try to recall him at his work, unwearied with its 
exacting demands, we do well as pastors and people to 
ask ourselves the question in all sincerity of heart: “How 
can we show our love for him who gave so much of his 
love to us?” He is beyond the need for human help. 
In the spirit world he feasts on things eternal. I believe 
I know what Dr. Hoy would say if he could speak to 
us. He would tell us to live for the work he lived for, 
and to give as he gave to carry it on. Verily, “He being 
dead yet speaketh.” 

The Board of Foreign Missions is asking for an offer- 
ing on Foreign Mission Day that will express the love of 
our pastors and people for Christ the Lord and our 
interest in the spread of His gospel, and our remem- 
brance of the labors of His devoted servant. 

The Board pleads in the name of the China Mission 
for the missionaries who long to return to their work and 
for whom we must provide the outfit and travel expenses. 
The Board pleads in the name of the Japan Mission for 
funds to erect chapels for waiting congregations. The 
Board pleads in the name of the United Mission in 
Mesopotamia for the share of our Church in the erection 
of the Memorial Church at Baghdad. 

All these urgent needs can be easily met if only all our 
pastors and superintendents will take pains to acquaint 
the members with these things in all our congregations 
and Sunday Schools; distribute the offering envelopes on 
the Sunday before February 12; and then enter heartily 
in the use of the Foreign Mission Day service with the 
conquering title, “Faith is the Victory.” 

May God bless us all in the observance of this festal 
day with the sanctity of twenty-five years upon it. 


REVEREND WILLIAM EDWIN HOY, D. D., LL. D. 


Dr. Hoy had a spirit of humility that one feels in read- 
ing his annual personal reports. “As I stand before the 
teachers and students my limitations in language and 
knowledge, in spiritual power and insight, and in touch 
with all the phases of life in China, bring that form of 
discouragement which prompts and tempts a man to step 
out and make room for a better preacher; but God keeps 


me in my place and I do the best I can, realizing that 
without the Lord Jesus Christ one can do nothing. It is 
the Holy Spirit that quickeneth. If one preaches in his 
own strength he may well despair; and there is danger 
of thinking that one’s proud strength is as the might 
of the Lord. Thence cometh a sound of words worse 
than sounding brass or tinkling cymbal.” 
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MESSAGES THAT GLOW WITH THE PASSION OF OUR LORD AND AFFORD A 
GLIMPSE OF THE TOILS, SUFFERINGS AND FRUITS OF 


QUR MISSIONARIES IN FAR-AWAY LANDS 


WHAT HAVE OUR MISSIONARIES 
REALLY ACCOMPLISHED 
IN JAPAN? 


By Rev. I. George Nace 


Recent disturbances in China have 
caused some Church people to wonder what 
our missionaries have really accomplished, 
Those who have seen and known, even 
though they feel the present is a time for 
earnest self-examination, do not entertain 
any doubt. Rather they stand in awe and 
consternation, and say what Dr. William 
Elliot Griffis said when he visited our work 
in Sendai last spring, ‘‘What hath God 
wrought?’’ 

Our missionaries have really done noth- 
ing. But God has done a tremendous 
work. Only as they have been the instru- 
ments of His hands have they done any- 
thing worth while. And of such work there 
is abundant evidence. Through their efforts 
schools and chapels have been erected. 
Equipment has multiplied. But the glory 
of our missionaries’ work is not in these 
things which may be looted, burned and 
destroyed. If our Church people have 
prided themselves in these things they 
have just reasons for fear and doubt. 

Taking our Japanese work as an illustra- 
tion, figures and statistics speak well for 
the work of our missionaries. It is less than 
fifty years since our denomination began 
its work in Japan, yet there are 5,000 be- 
lievers in our Churches today, and their 
number is gradually increasing. We have 
forty ordained Japanese ministers in our 
work. There are at present 225 workers 
devoting their lives to Christian activities 
in our Mission. There are 85. Churches of 
which 9 are self-supporting. Over 100 Sun- 
day Schools are filled with nearly 8,500 
teachers and pupils. The contributions for 
Church purposes from the Japanese amount 
to about $20,000. In addition to these 
evangelistic accomplishments our educa- 
tional institution for boys has over 900 
students enrolled, and the one for girls has 
nearly 450 on the roll. A dozen kinder- 
gartens are giving instruction to 3000 
pupils. Such astounding numerical evi- 
dences are not winked at, yet they do not 
begin to reveal what our missionaries have 
achieved. The actual results of the work 
are in the realm of the intangible and the 
unseen, Only as we comprehend this can 
we say,—'‘ What hath God wrought,’’ and 
look with optimism to the future. 


— 


Group of Our Missionaries in Japan 


1. Through the labors of our mission- 
aries multitudes have been brought into an 
inseparable relation with Christ. During 
a preaching trip along the rugged, but pic- 
turesque coast of the Japan Sea last fall, 
the writer spoke to a young man of Sanze, 
a small fishing village, about his receiving 
baptism. The reply of this sturdy fisher- 
man and blacksmith—‘‘My family is op- 
posed to it, but nothing can separate me 
fiom Jesus,’’—is typical of many whose 
friend is the carpenter of Nazareth, but 
who are not included in any statistics. 

2. <A great number of Japanese today 
are molding their life after the pattern of 
the lowly Galilean—the direct or indirect 
accomplishment of our missionaries. Says 
a graduate of our North Japan College,— 
“*T have been a private Christian from my 
boyhood.’’ This young man’s life and 
character have been cast in the mold of 
the manhood of the Master, but not until 
recently did he feel free to make public 
confession of his Christian faith. 

3. Men and women have been released 
from the shackles of blind custom and 
superstition of which there is so much in 
the Orient. To lead men and women, es- 
pecially students, from a Sahara, in which 
the soul’s thirst ean find no satisfaction, 
into pastures where there is freedom for a 
vital faith in the living God—this can be 
put down to the credit of our missionaries. 

4. Jesus discovered woman. Since then 
her spiritual influence in home, na- 
tion, and world has been enlarging. But 
the women of our mission lands have been 
kept under until Christianity proclaimed 
their emancipation. In this great work 
our missionaries have nobly participated. 

5. To most Westerners the nations of 
the East are still an enigma, and the peo- 
ple of the East know little more about 
their Western brothers. Therefore, in all 
that he is, and says, and does, whether at 
home or on the field, the missionary must 
be an ambassador of international good- 
will and friendship. This is a most im- 
portant function in an age when we are 
striving for world peace. Toward this end 
our missionaries have always labored until 
they have been referred to as missionary 
statesmen. 


6. Among the outstanding Christian per- 
sonalities in the Orient today are men and 
women who were guided and inspired by 
our missionaries 


an accomplishment that 


fond 


is most real. To give a short list of Who’s 
Who among these Christian leaders in edu- 
cation, government and _ social reform 
would be inspiring, but lack of space for- 
bids. 

These are but a few of those unreeorded 
and unrecordable accomplishments of our 
workers on the foreign field. Their deeds 
are worthy of rehearsal at every Reformed 
Church fireside. May t*eir efforts ehal- 
lenge us to a fuller devotion and conseera- 
tion to the missionary enterprise of our 
denomination, which is a worthy part ef © 
the great world missionary movement. 

Greenville, Pa. 


FRUITS OF MISSIONARY ENDEAVOR 
IN JAPAN 


By Rev. Carl D. Kriete 


When our first missionaries went to 
Japan they found a people who were keen- 
ly alive to the advantages of education. 
This condition still persists. I feel sure 
that there is no place in the whole world 
where the young people are so avid for edu- 
cation as in Japan. The competition te 
get into the higher grade schools is almost 
unbelievable. 

Our missionaries have done their best 
through the years to meet this need, and 
our two schools in Sendai have sent a 
steady stream of young men and young 
women into the life of Japan, with the 
Christian ideals of life before them. 

Results like these are incalculable and 
cannot be tabulated. But the following 
facts are worth remembering. Our North 
Japan College, which has for some years 
maintained an enrollment of about nine 
hundred students, consists of Academy, Col- 
lege and Theological Seminary. In these 
schools men are trained for the professions, 
for publie life, for educational work, and 
for business. The North Japan College 
has sent out into Japan’s life nearly fifteen 
hundred graduates. I heard a prominent 
attorney of Tokyo say that he resisted 
Christianity as long as he was in the Col- 
lege. But when he went out into the busi- 
ness life of Tokyo and compared it with 
the Christian life he had lived in while at 
College, he inevitably became a Christian. 

Our Miyagi College has an enrollment of 
about four hundred and fifty and has en- 
riched Japan’s life with nearly nine hun- 
dred graduates. Many of these have en- 
gaged for a time in Christian work, a large 
number of them have gone into the goy- 
ernment and other schools, but nearly all 
of them eventually bring the rich treasures 
of their Christian education into a home. 
Who would venture to caleulate the results 
of their influence on the life of Japan? 
One of the departments of this College 
which has brought recognition to the Col- 
lege throughout the country is the Musie 
Department, and its graduates are eagerly 
sought for by government and other 
schools. The joy, comfort, culture, and 
grace which this department alone has 
brought into the lives of Japanese men and 
women through the homes to which they 
have gone are inestimable. 

Over a hundred groups of Christians 
scattered throughout the previnees of 
North Japan and Tokyo and vicinity tes- 


tify to the work of our missionaries- — 


through the years. Some of these early 
Churches have grown into large, influential, 
self-supporting Churches, which are re- 
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Group of Women Missionaries in Japan 


moulding the communities in which they 
live and work. Some of them are still 
smaall and struggling groups which will for 
some time need our aid. But each group 
of them is like a shining light set on a hill 
in a pagan world, and a haven of real com- 
fort to those who believe. Some of these 
small groups have sent out Christian lead- 
ers into the ministry and the laity of the 
Church. 

There are ten kindergartens with over 
three hundred children, counting their 
gradtiates by the hundreds, moulding the 
minds of these little ones into a later re- 
eeptivity for the Christian message. Again, 
immeasurable joy and comfort have been 


brought into countless homes through these " 


little ones. 

Bible classes, government school teach- 
_ ing, personal contacts along the roadside, 
in the trains, casual conversations, oppor- 
tunities for social service seized by the 
missionary, then forgotten, but ever treas- 
ured in the memory of the grateful recipi- 
eats, missionary homes, often appearing 
like an oasis in a barren land, have made 
the names of missionaries, like Dr. Moore, 
fer instance, linger like a gracious benedic- 
tien with the people among whom they 
have worked. 

Tiffin, Ohio. 


WHAT HAVE OUR MISSIONARIES 
REALLY ACCOMPLISHED 
IN CHINA? 


By Rev. Karl H. Beck 


The foreign mission work of our denomi- 
nation has, as one of its definite fields, the 
province of Hunan, in China. Two por- 
tigns of that province form an area of 
missionary responsibility for which our 
Church has promised to promote the Chris- 
tian cause. The more remote of these two 
territories, we speak of as the Shenchow 
Field, and it is there that I have spent 
thirteen years in the educational work of 
our mission. 

Because the work of the Shenchow Sta- 
tion is organized in a way similar to that 
of the Yochow Station, my remarks will 
give particular attention to the field of 
my own labors, but what is said would 
doubtless be true of the Yochow field as 
well. 

In these days when we missionaries of 
Central China have had to withdraw from 
the field during a period of time in which 
warring groups of Chinese contend among 
themselves, we find that we often ask one 
another—as indeed each missionary asks 
himself—the very question that has been 
asked me today: ‘‘ What have our mission- 
aries really accomplished?’’ 

The figurative language of the Apostle 
Paul is the most succinct summary of what 
the missionaries have done: they have 
‘planted and watered’’ the seed of the 
Kingdom of God. Despite the storms of 
circumstances, social or political though 


they be, the laborers are confident that 
‘God will give the increase.’’ 

There are, on the mission field today, 
Churches and Chapels where the mission- 
aries were wont to preach and teach. What 
of those preaching places now that the mis- 
sionaries have withdrawn? At Shenchow, 
for a time, the Christians were debarred 
from their Church buildings, the Church 
furnishings were removed, and the build- 
ings were used by the anti-Christian radi- 
cals as places for holding propaganda 
meetings and theatricals. But the army of 
radicals has withdrawn from Shenchow, 
and we have word from our Chinese friends 
that their hearts are ‘‘ten-tenths happy’’ 
(which is the idiomatie Chinese way of ex- 
pressing a feeling of superlative joy) since 
the persecution has come to an end. Now 
again the Church buildings are used for 
their legitimate purposes, the furnishings— 
such as could be found—have been restored 
to the buildings, and the Christians co- 
operate, happily, in a new-found reality of 
Christian consecration. 

The mission school buildings, where the 
missionaries were wont to instruct the 
Chinese boys and girls, have been closed. 
One of them—Eastview Boys’ School 
Building— has been destroyed. When the 
missionaries were ordered to withdraw 
from Shenehow they were not the only 
Christian workers who had to leave the 
eity. A number of the leading Christians 
were forced to flee from those who— 
through misunderstanding and prejudice, 
had eome to hate even the name of Chris- 
tian, as they had come to hate the name of 
foreigner. The Chinese co-principal of 
Eastview Sehools, who had been forced out 
of Shenchow, found a temporary position 
in Hankow, as an interpreter for a journal- 
ist, and while he was so employed, he was 
taking advantage of opportunities to study 
along lines that will help him in Christian 
leadership when it will be possible, again, 
to carry on Christian educational work for 
the youth of China. 

The loving ministry of the medical mis- 
sionaries, both in hospital and dispensary, 
and on itinerary and in the homes—has all 
of that been lost? I should say that these 
days of opposition which have closed the 
hospital doors and have sent the medical 
missionaries from the land: these very 
things, by the contrast they will precipi- 
tate, must serve to beautify the Christian 
doctor and nurse in the hearts of the Chi- 
nese men and women, who have suffered 
and been ministered unto with love and 
healing. 

Churches, schools, hospitals now stand as 
mute and empty testimonials to the foreign 
ministers of love, who so recently lived 
in them, and made them a living force in 
the community, except The excep- 
tions are those evidences of life indige- 
nous: of the spirit of life emanating from 
the Chinese Christians themselves. It has 
been the dream, the hope of the missionary 


to China, that the Christian Chinese should 
make Christianity to be ‘‘at home’’ in 
China, rather we should say, perhaps to 
make China to feel ‘‘at home’’ in Christ. 
Is it too much for us to hope and to pray 
that such a fruit may mature out of this 
dark hour? 

And, regarding those mute Churehes and 
schools and hospitals: they are not mute. 
They are calling. First, they are calling 
to the Chinese non-Christian as well as 
Christian—that they should give a new, a 
truer appreciation to the Christian mission- 
ary and his enterprise. They are calling, 
also, to the Church in America, even as 
voiced in letters that eome to our hands 
from our Chinese friends: ‘‘Come back to 
us, missionary friends, we need you now 
as never before. It is not your money that 
we want, but it is the help you alone can 
give us, and your advice.’’ With the 
equipment in property, and in the good-will 
of the Chinese Christians, shall our Church 
not plan to advanee the cause of Christ in 
China, with renewed effort as soon as con- 
ditions permit a renewal of the work? Shall 
we be content with a mere seeding of the 
field of China? Are we not in duty bound 
to water and to cultivate so that our own 
hearts may be rejoiced by a more abund- 
ant harvest? 


Meyersdale, Penna. 


SOME RESULTS OF MISSIONARY 
WORK IN CHINA 


By Rev. Paul E. Keller 


First, we have sueceeded in presenting 
Christ in such a way that many have seen 
the Father and have been reconciled to 
Him, and have accepted Jesus Christ as the 
Master of their lives. He has answered 
their age-old religious questions in a way 
that they could discard their former be- 
liefs, and adopt Christ’s way of salvation 
in its entirety. 

Second. Next in importanee is the en- 
franchising of woman. By the visual 
demonstration of what Christ ean do for 
women through our own womenkind, and 
by edueating their daughters as well as 
their wives, we have made them believe in 
woman’s capacity to receive an education 
as well as their sons. I heard a Chinese 
address the pastors and evangelists of 
Hunan, and say, that it is just in their fam- 
ilies that the Westerners excell the Chinese 
most of all. 

Third in importance is the manifesting 
of a spirit of brotherhood towards men of 
alien race and tongue and eulture, that 
overeame the natural racial antipathies, 
and made them believe in the larger 
brotherhood of men. In doing this we en- 
abled them to see the power of Christ 
whose love alone constrained us; and now, 
they, too, see that Christ is the real Prince 
of Peace. 

Fourth, we have made them see the 
dignity of labor and the beauty of service. 
Theoretically labor was not despised, but 
no educated man would put his hand to 
work. By performing every type of work 
without fear of losing caste, and without 
losing the respect of the one served was no 
mean accomplishment. To serve man in 
the meanest capacity, just because he stood 
in need of such service, which none would 
reader him, helped them to realize the 
beauty of Christian service. 

Fifth, by educating many of the people’s 
poorer sons and daughters, we have made 
this people, which has always prized an 
education, realize the necessity of educat- 
ing not only all its children, but its adults 
as well. Many non-Christian families send 
their children to our schools, because they 
see that a system of education, which neg- 
lects the training of the religious nature of 
the child, is so defective that it is danger- 
ous. Christian character will win the ad- 
miration of the disciples of any Sage. 
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Sixth, by teaching them about God, who 
ereated this world and who rules it so as 
to benefit His children, we have delivered 
them of their old superstitions that kept 
them in constant fear, and have hence 
paved the way for their economic develop- 
ment. ‘‘ Man shall not live by bread alone,’? 
but the Father intended that he shall have 
sufficient to eat. 


Mrs. Yu and Youngest Child, Wife of 
Huping College Professor. A Model 
for Chinese Women. 


Seventh, we have given them a thirst 
for political freedom. The freedman of 
Christ was never intended to be trodden 
under the feet of men, even when those 
men had a divine right to rule. Their free- 
dom is not yet fully attained, but none 
can prevent its ultimate attainment. 

Tiffin, Ohio. 


WHY I AM RETURNING TO CHINA 
By Rev. J. Frank Bucher 


‘*But Jesus said unto him, No man, hav- 
ing put his hand to the plow, and looking 
back, is fit for the kingdom of God.’’ Luke 
9:62. 

If I were seeking excuses for not return- 
ing to China, it surely would be easy to 
find them. I do not like to live in China, 
Living conditions in China are unpleasant 
and I prefer the comforts of America. Dur- 
ing the last twenty-one years, when Mrs. 
Bucher and our children were with me, I 
often had to fight homesickness. What 
will, it be when I go to China to be sepa- 
rated from them for some years? Some- 
times this question sweeps over me like a 
horrible nightmare. And I must confess 
that life in China will probably be danger- 
ous for years to come. And, it seems to 
me, there is every reason to think that a 
man, who tries to think his way through 
the eonflicting maze of policies and meth- 
ods sure to be tried out in the near future, 
will be apt to be misunderstood by both 
Chinese Christians and his colleagues. And 
last, and this really important, is the fact 
that a man owes something to his family 
which he is not paying when he leaves them 
in America while he goes to China. Yes, it 
would be very easy to find good reasons 
for remaining at home. 

Then why not stay at home? Every 
time I am challenged with this question, 
immediately there springs up into my mind 
those words of Jesus, ‘‘No man, having 
put his hand to the plow st have 
put my hand to the plow. It has not been 
shown to me that Jesus would have me 
turn back. Therefore, I pray for strength, 
wisdom, and courage to go forward. 


And I am led to go forward by a vision 
of the future which seems to me to be very 


clear. The present political unrest in 
China has resulted in horrible suffering by 
the people in general, in that brutality 
and barbarism that always go with war 
and especially with civil war, and, among 
some classes, in hatred for Christians and 
the Christian religion. Yet I seem to see 
that the Chinese Christians are already 
learning, perhaps through their sufferings, 
how to enter more deeply into the life of 
Jesus Christ. They are carrying on with 
the work. They are assuming the burden 
of the Church and the hatred and perseeu- 
tion that goes with it. They are ready and 
anxious for the co-operation of the mission- 
aries. To one who has had twenty-one 
years of experience as a missionary the 
very thought that the Chinese Christians 
are assuming the attitude that the work 
is theirs to conduct, to live for, and to die 
for, is a source of the greatest inspiration 
and thankfulness. When they once assume 
that attitude, the victory of the Kingdom 
of God in China is assured. 
Perhaps five per cent of the people in 
China are really educated. Another fifteen 
per cent are more or less educated. Highty 
per cent are illiterate. But the forces that 
are seething in China today are educating 
and arousing all classes. The Chinese mind 
is due for a marvelous flowering out and 
expansion. Now is the time for the forces 
of Christ to advance. Well-meant ignor- 
ance, falsehood, hatred, brutality and bar- 
barism stalk naked and unashamed through 
the land. They can be met only by an un- 
derstanding, open-minded, tolerant and 
liberal teaching of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. In general, the Chinese people 
hate the forces of evil just as much as we 
do. They need to be met by the loving, 
patient, and wise Spirit of our Savior 
Jesus Christ. The expanding Chinese mind 
must be turned toward the Glory of the 


Rev. J. Frank Bucher 


Light of the World, toward our Heavenly 
Father, God. Here lies the opportunity 
of the missionaries during the next ten 
years. And again I say, that I pray for 
strength and courage and wisdom to do my 
little share in bringing His Kingdom to 
China. 
Lancaster, Pa. 


IMPRESSIONS OF THE LATE DR. 
WILLIAM E. HOY 


By Mrs. William W. Highberger 


(Mrs. Highberger is a missionary on fur- 
lough of the Board of Foreign Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., at 
Hangchow, Hunan, China.) 

‘‘Tidings of good deeds do not pass the 


portals of our gates,’’ runs a Chinese pro- 
verb, ‘‘whereas news of evil deeds is her- 
alded a thousand miles.’’ 

Sometimes it is well for us to contem- 
plate the shadows of life, the darker and 
negative aspect of things as a restraint 
upon our proneness to complacency. But 
at such times when our souls have come out 
of sorrow sweetly chastened, we see 
through tear-dimmed eyes a rift in the 
clouds and thank God. So the little maxim 
which does excellent service when re- 
versed shall be the writer’s theme. How 
often as a child I wished to wear the 
bright silk lining of a drab colored coat 
next to the world and my own eyes. 

It is my purpose here to set down as 
simply and as reverently as I may, some 
of my impressions of Dr. William Edwin 
Hoy, late president of the Huping Chris- 
tian College at Yochow, Hunan, China. 
This account must necessarily be ineom- 
plete, because personally, I never met Dr. 
Hoy. Yet it is because I feel so certain 
he would welcome the humble tribute of an 
honest Chinese lad that I feel justified in 
trying to set down these brief, but none- 
the-less sincere tokens of regard. 

Often and again we have been made 
aware that the motive back of the gesture 
counts supremely. I recall reading of an 
incident which occurred at the time of the 
death of Eugene Field. A little girl sent 
a flower with a message. In the midst of 
a bower of flowers, the children’s poet- 
laureate held in his hand a flower. The 
family had caught the significance of the 
little gift. 

Far into the heart of the Hunan hills, 
Dr. Hoy’s gentle influence made itself felt. 
We saw Dr. Hoy only through the eyes of 
Su Dzung Djang. The latter, just a Chi- 
nese lad, capable of instruction, and of 
spiritual "enrichment, with a disposition to 
share the privilege ‘of his ennobling eon- 
tacts with any less fortunate than himself. 

From half a dozen institutions we se- 


- leeted Huping at Yochow as the next ven- 


ture for the boy in whom we had eome to 
believe. I may say that two factors in- 
fluenced our choice of this school. First, 
it was reported in Hunan to have a ‘‘spirit- 
ual atmosphere.’’ It was, I believe, so 
recognized by Chinese within reach of its 
influence. ‘‘For what doth it profit a mam 
if he gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul??? Of secondary consideration, 
it is situated in a sequestered place, eon- 
ducive to study, with little distraction and 
a development of a love of nature. To my 
mind, no institution, which does not possess 
a positive spiritual atmosphere, can be said 
to exert any real or abiding influenee, 
while on the other hand, no loftier praise 
can be accorded any school than to have it 
felt regarding it, that its atmosphere is 
conducive to spiritual growth. 

What they did at Huping would justify 
a long and interesting story, but-I shall 
attempt merely to record my impressions 
of what Huping was and must continue to 
be: Its important role as a positive faetor 
for righteousness (which alone exalteth a 
nation) in the province of Hunan. 

The first semester had closed and we 
were watching the river expectantly, as 
far in the distance as the new pagoda 
which marks a curve in the Siang River, 
for a boy and a bundle. The boy might 
be said to have held in his grasp the honor 
of an institution, for whether we would or 
no, his account would be the authentie one 
in the minds of his people. With the eom- 
ing of the New Year holidays of 1924, eame 
Su Dzung Djang, and the great good news 
he brought from Huping was that ‘‘Love 
never faileth.’’ In every department of 
the life of the school it would seem that 
love was the conquering force. 

Soon after our arrival in the homeland 
last March we learned that Dr. Hoy had 
died—of a broken heart. What a loss! 
Yet what a memory, so full of rich ecom- 
pensations. How many Chinese hearts, at- 
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Su Dzung Djang Sitting in Center of Huping College 


Students 


tuned with God’s purposes, will recall the 
indeseribably beautiful story of the ala- 
baster box of precious ointment and think 
of a life full of useful ministries broken 
for them to the glory of Christ! We came 
to share Dzung Djang’s tender affection 
for Dr. and Mrs. Hoy, Mr. Beck, Mrs. 
Owen, Dr. Beam and others. I mention 
these because they were perhaps a little 
more prominent in the picture. 


Dr. Hoy’s ‘‘great aim was not merely 
the advancement of a particular school,’’ 
but rather to quote in part the words of 
Booker Washington, to make Huping ‘‘a 
eenter of unselfish power in the working 
out the problems of the whole nation.’’ 
Thus a stranger from another mission was 
accorded every consideration, receiving the 
impression that the policy of the school 
was to extend to all alike, freely, a spirit 
of helpfulness and sympathy. Dzung Djang 
represented that Dr. Hoy preferred to rule 
by constraint through reasoning and a 
spirit of absolute fairness rather than by 
one of coercion. This was in the days of 
peace before the present regime of violence 
and chaos, 


Engraved on the hearts of every youth 
of good-will, who entered there, must be 
the vision glorious of a man of God on 
bended knee with them and for their sakes. 
In fruit bearing, the purposefulness and 
potency of his prayers, has been, and will 
be vindicated. Dr. Hoy prayed as he lived, 
we were told, in the eloquence of sincerity. 
Differences, disputes, misunderstandings, 
all the factors that arise from time to time 
out of the problems of school government 
that tend to create friction were met by 
Dr. Hoy with the ‘‘nicest feeling and ten- 
derest tact.’’ He believed all problems 
capable of solution before the throne of 
God. 

Through his rich insight many were 
brought to experience the incomparable joy 
of being able to offer before God ‘‘a 
broken and contrite heart.’’ 


In after years Dzung Djang found it in 
his spirit to forgive and render friendly 
services to a few in Hangchow, his home, 
who had once been unfriendly to him. 

Personally, I have come to understand 
that enmity or bitterness cherished in the 
heart of an individual or nation, regardless 


of provocation, is the greatest enemy to 
1eal and lasting usefulness. 

A giant in prayer, calling us to deeper 
consecration, your Dr. Hoy and theirs, ours 
through one who loved him well. ‘‘How 
we boys love Dr. Hoy.’’ 

With Christ shall he see of the travail 
of his soul and shall be satisfied. 

Peekskill, New York. 


HOW LIKE OUR OWN SITUATION 


By Rev. John H. Poorman 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, of the Presbyterian 
Church, like Dr. Bartholomew, of our 
Church, serves his denomination at present 
in a double capacity. He is the Moderator 
of the General Assembly and Secretary of 
the Board of Foreign Missions. The appeal 
Dr. Speer has issued to the ministers and 
members in the Presbyterian Church in the 
U. 8. A. is most applicable to the situation 
in the Reformed Chureh in the United 
states, and should be of special interest to 
our pastors and people at this time. 

““Now we come in the month of January 
to the special consideration of the -work 
which supremely expresses our sense of the 
significance of Christ and the worth of the 
Gospel—the work of foreign missions. Here 
is the great test of our Christian faith. 
‘Show me thy faith,’ says James, ‘without 
thy works and I will show thee my faith 
by my works.’ ‘Not every man that saith 
unto me Lord, Lord,’ says our Saviour, 
‘shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
but he that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven.’ And what is that 
will? ‘It is not the will of God that any- 
one should perish, but that all should come 
unto life.’ It is His will that the gospel 
should be preached to every man. 

‘There are ideas abroad today which 
eut at the very roots of this missionary 
obligation. It is said that we have no 
right to carry on a cultural invasion of 
other nations, that each nation has a right 
to its own religion, that Christianity has 
as much to learn as it has to teach, that 
we are unwarranted in disturbing and de- 
stroying the religious inheritance of Asia 
and Africa, that the new national Churches 
are able and willing to dispense with us, 
that it is time for us to give these 
Churehes their liberty, that we are not 


wanted by the people, that we are upheav- 
ing and embroiling the whole world with 
the ferments released by Christianity, and 
that as to China, it has pulled down its 
own house and should be left to learn its 
lesson among the wreckage. All this is 
said and a great deal more beside. 

‘“But, first of all, who is our Master and 
where do we get our orders? One is our 
Master, even Christ, and we have His clear 
command, ‘Go and make disciples of all 
nations, teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you.’ 
It was His intention to release forces 
which would upheave and overthrow the 
world, destroy injustice and inequality, 
polygamy and slavery, child marriage, in- 
fanticide and the oppression of widows 
wherever these things or anything else that 
is evil should be found. And wherever 
they are found, Christianity turns a piti- 
less light upon them and works to remove 
them with pitying sympathy and love. Its 
mission is not a cultural mission nor the 
offer of an alien religion. It is the fulfill- 
ment of a trust, the offer to all the world 
of the only universal gospel, the only re- 
ligion which is the true religion for every 
man and all the world, the one and only 
Saviour and Lord, the Son of God. We do 
not go out to compare His religion with 
the religions of the world, and we do not 
carry a Western message. We carry the 
Bible, which is a universal Book, every 
word of which was written by Asiaties, 
and we proclaim Christ and His salvation 
and ask all men to join with us and to let 
us join with them in learning ever more 
and more of the truth which is all in 
Christ, in whom, and in whom alone, dwell- 
eth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 
Every nation has, indeed, a right to its own 
religion, and every nation’s own religion is 
Christianity. It is our duty to offer to 
every man his and our only Saviour. The 
whole world needs Him and, more and 
more, men throughout the world are turn- 
ing towards Him. ; 

‘And the strongest and clearest appeals 
to us for the continuance and expansion of 
the foreign mission enterprise today are 
from our fellow Christians of those other 
lands. They know well that our desire for 
them is their own fullest liberty and re- 
sponsibility. The Churches which our mis- 
sionaries have founded are independent of 
our control. We rejoice in their independ- 
ence and want to see them spiritually and 
economically absolutely autonomous and 
free. And what do they say? Just what 
Paul heard from the man of Macedonia, 
‘Come over to our help.’ ‘I advocate a 
four-fold-increase of missionary forces in 
Japan,’ says one of tke ablest and most 
representative of its Christian leaders. 
‘Send larger forces at once,’ appeals one 
of the foremost converts from Islam in 
Western Asia, begging of our own Board 
the missionaries and resources for a new 
station in a wholly unoccupied province of 
Persia. ’’ 


A SUCCESSFUL MINISTER 
By Rev. Jacob G. Rupp, D. D. 


The first requisite of a successful minis- 
try is faithful devotion to the life and 
person of Jesus Christ. Close fellowship 
with our Lord and Master gives us strength 
to labor with joy and good-will. A prayer- 
ful attitude will find ‘‘the Jesus way’’ 
for over-coming all evil which tends to 
weaken the Christian life and character. 
Absolute faith in an ever-present and all- 
knowing God casts out all fear. When we 
are fully conscious that the Heavenly 
Father’s hand is guiding us, our work be- 
comes easy. 

We have now served thirty-two years in 
the gospel ministry. During one-half of 
this time we were engaged in the pastorate 
and the other half in field work co-operat- 
ing with the pastors to carry out the pro- 
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gram of the Church. These years of ser- 
vice have given us a rich experience. In 
this brief statement we would like to relate 
a few experiences in co-operation with our 
faithful fellow ministers. In our associa- 
tion with the pastors we find that the suc- 
cessful minister keeps definitely and 
promptly before his people the program of 
the Chureh. He is deeply conscious that 
he belongs to a great organization for pro- 
claiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
that success depends upon his unbounded 
loyalty. The minister who sets up a pro- 
gram large enough to challenge the faith 
and the spirit of sacrifice amongst the 
members who have great ability and large 
means has always been the most success- 
ful. 

According to the custom of the Reform- 
ed Church, an apportionment is laid as a 
minimum support for our benevolent and 
missionary operations and educational in- 
stitutions. We find where the congrega- 
tions make yearly a thorough systematic 
canvass the apportionment is promptly 
met. In fact, in all our observance we 
have never found a Chureh to fail where 
the canvass has been fully made. In addi- 
tion to providing for the apportionment, 
the successful pastors have also great days 
for. inspirational services, at Harvest 
Home, Christmas, Easter, Home and For- 
eign Mission Days on which they fix the 
hearts of their people upon a definite cause. 
We are now approaching Foreign Mission 
Day which will be observed on February 
12th. At the end of the second week in 
January twelve gifts of $1,000 each and 


one of $500 had already been given or 
promised to the Board. The reason for 


these liberal gifts is due to God touching 
the hearts of the people and to their ap- 
preciation of the great needs of our For- 
eign Mission fields. 

The successful pastor knows that a pre- 
sentation of a worthy cause without a re- 
sponse produces no inspiration. Last year 
many congregations were thrilled by the 
liberal Jubilee Anniversary offerings of 
our people on Foreign Mission Day. Those 
were voluntary gifts from many prayerful 
hearts. Pastors throughout our whole de- 
nomination have expressed themselves 
that such presentation and offerings should 
be made every year for the great cause of 
Foreign Missions and they are again plac- 
ing an envelope into the hand of every 
child and Church member. The larger gifts 
received now are mostly from people whose 
income is not large enough to put them in 
the class of those who pay income tax. A 
faithful layman declared: ‘‘that the 
Lord’s work must be done by the saints.’’ 
We believe that there are saints amongst 
the rich as well as amongst the poor. That 
which applies to the individual also applies 
to congregations. 


We are glad to note that many pastors 
recognize what is just. If the ordinary 
congregation whose membership is largely 
composed of wage-earners meet the full 
minimum and pay the apportionment, and 
in addition support their Foreign Mission 
station, as some do, what may we not ex- 
pect of the congregations with very large 
memberships and among them families of 
extraordinary means? Our long experi- 
ence has shown us that it is not a matter 
of dollars and cents, but a matter of the 
heart. 


May we ask all our faithful pastors to 
read once more the sixteenth chapter of 
the Gospel of St. Luke, where Jesus speaks 
to His disciples in the parable of the un- 
just steward? This parable certainly fits 
our day just the same as the time when 
Jesus walked on earth. Hear the words 
from the lips of Jesus: ‘‘The children of 
this world are wiser than the children of 
light.’’ Observe the program of the chil- 
dren of this world. They have a fine home 
with every modern convenience, fine auto- 
mobile with chauffer, radio to listen in 


and hear the finest the world can present, 
comfortable summer cottage, insurance 
policies for protection against any liabili- 
ties, ete., this is indeed a wonderful ‘‘ habi- 
tation.’’ This is a very large program for 
that which finally perishes. Hear what 
Jesus says of the children of this world: 
““Ye are they which justify yourselves be- 
fore men; but God knoweth your hearts; 
for that which is highly esteemed among 
men is abomination in the sight of God. 
The law and the prophets were until John; 
since that time the kingdom of God is 
preached, and every man presseth into it.’’ 
Luke 16:15-16, 

This description does not apply to the 
children of light, for their hearts are not 
fixed on these temporal things, but on the 
‘¢tiue riches,’? which are the real satisfy- 
ing portions of all loyal Christians. 

Foreign Mission Day is one of these fes- 
tal occasions when the hearts of Christians 
can go out to the most needy ones in the 
world. On that day our offerings have ab- 
solutely no taint of selfishness. Then we 
join in spirit the faithful missionary who 
has left father, mother, sister and brother, 
to go to the uttermost parts of the earth in 
loving devotion to the Master’s last com- 
mand: ‘‘Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature.’’ 

The successful pastors set up a program 
for the ‘‘children of light,’’ which will fill 
their heart’s desire so that mammon has 
no hold on them. He will see to it that 
the devoted members will have an oppor- 
tunity to give expression to their highest 
devotion in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Our Christian experiences demonstrate 
that the assurances and the promises of 
Jesus Christ are faithful and absolutely 
true. His advice is always best. Matthew 
6:33: ‘*But seek ye first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you.’’ 


CRITICISMS AND HOW TO MEET 
THEM 


By Rev. Daniel Burghalter, D. D. 


Not in several generations has the For- 
eign Missionary enterprise been under so 
general and often bitter criticism as in the 
last year or two. The main occasion for 
this is undoubtedly the recent disturbances 
in China, Will you please note that I have 
said the ‘‘occasion,’’ for this, not the 
cauge, is the China situation. 

The cause lies much deeper than any 
mere historical happening. The recent 
meeting of the Foreign Missions Confer- 
ences of North America, January 10-13 at 
Atlantie City, squarely faced this fact and 
spent considerable time to come to some 
clear and positive understanding of this 
critical attitude in our country and how to 
meet it. 

It should be remembered that this Con- 
ference represents about all the Protestant 
denominations who are doing foreign mis- 
sion work from Canada and the United 
States. It represents almost two-thirds of 
all foreign missionaries as well as the 
money used in their work in the world to- 
day. It is one of the most extensive, in- 
clusive, and representative Christian bodies 
in the world today. There were present 
about 400 Board officials and missionaries 
including the nationals, that is, leading na- 
tive Christians of the mission field. 

The attitude of this Conference was not 
to hold these criticisms in derision, how- 
ever superficial or untrue many of them 
are; the question uppermost was, What are 
we going to do about it? 

These critics must be classified into three 
main divisions:— 

1. Fearful Christians, some of those 
heretofore supporting the work. 

2. Uninformed Rooters, those on the suds 
lines boosting in favorable times. 


3. Hostile Critics, those who always 
have hated Christianity. 


Each one of these must be met in a dif- 
fe.ent way. 

Dr. Patton, of the American Board (Con- 
gregationalists), of Boston, one of the old- 
est in America, has been making a study of 
this and discovered that over seventy-five 
years ago the American public from plat- 
form and press used very much the same 
line of criticism as is common today. He 
says that nine-tenths of the same material 
can be used almost literally as was used 
then. So after all there is nothing new in 
this except its tempoiary setting and ocea- 
sion, 

1. We are in an age of criticism; every 
thing is criticised; nothing is exempt. The 
man who ean bring up any new criticism 
gets the headlines in the newspapers. Let 
fearful Christians remember that the storm 
will pass. Don’t lose heart. The gates of 
hell shall not prevail. 

2. The facts are against the critics. The 
constructive, progiessive work in mission 
fields belies their criticism. Even in China 
the work has not stopped. It is now esti- 
mated that the fact that the missionaries 
had to withdraw for a while has set the 
work of the Chinese forward at least ten 
years, in the way of passing responsibility 
into the hands of the Nationals, the native 
Christians, and furthermore, the mission- 
aries are even now returning in many 
places. As for example, in our own field 
in Hunan, which was one of the most dis- 
turbed, two of our missionaries are return- 
ing in February from America, and eight — 
of them have been in China all this while, 
in Shanghai, and have even made visits to 
the field itself on occasion, keeping, in 
closest touch with the situation while our 
Chinese pastors and many loyal station 
teachers have been at work all the while. 

The politicians and business men have 
had to stop—but spiritual enterprises are 
not like secular interests, they go on! The 
main difficulty is found in getting this in- 
formation to the pastors and to the rank 
and file of the membership of our Churches. 

3. The hostile critics you can never an- 
swer, An old politician once said, ‘‘ Don’t 
make too many explanations, your friends 
don’t need it, and your enemies will a= be- 
lieve it.’’ 

Some methods of meeting criticism were 
discussed. 

Many Boards have a publicity agent who 
is seeking to answer in press and public 
places by giving information about the 
true situation. And in many instances 
newspapers are co-operating quite heartily 
to bring the real situation to the public. 

Some Churches have held ‘‘knockers’ 
meetings’? when all the criticisms were 
gathered together and persons well inform- 
ed were asked in to give the facts and 
clear up the ignorance on whieh most of 
these eriticisms rested. 


One Board secretary has found that a 
group discussion plan is also good, especi- 
ally with a group of ministers, as he put 
it, ‘‘not only one hour, but eight hours and 
sixteen hours until we got at the real situ- 
ation.’? 


It seems that in some instances the com- 
ing preachers in our seminaries are un- 
fiiendly to missions. Beeause of the so- 
called ‘‘race superiority complex’’ and the 
study of comparative religions they have 
developed a wrong attitude. It was elaimed 
also that many pastors have become in-— 
feeted by this attitude. Of course, the 
remedy here rests with the Church author- 
ities who manage these institutions. It 
is the writer’s firm convietion that in our 
Reformed Chureh we are not troubled in 
this way. In going about in our Churches © 
he has found the younger men in the pas- 
torate, the finest, staunchest, and the most. 


active leaders in missions and stewardship ad 


in our whole Chureh. 


Then another most effeetive way to m 
criticism is to hear native Christians fror 
the mission field themselves. The v 


ee 
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now used to designate these Christians is 
‘‘Nationals.’’ When I first started as mis- 
slonary-secretary sixteen years ago, they 
were always called ‘‘native Christians’ ’— 
it seems that is an offence to some now, so 
we speak only of ‘‘nationals’’ now. 

A fine example of this was in the Con- 
ference; one evening a Chinese pastor 
told of his Christian experience and led the 
Conference in a closing prayer, with the 
deepest, most impressive spiritual fervor 
and brotherly united worship before the 
One Throne of Grace for all mankind. All 
feelings of difference of race or nationality 
were swept away. One such living example 
of the results of foreign misisons answers 
a wagon load of yellow newspapers and 
secularized magazines. 

Where it is not possible to have the 
visits of these nationals themselves, it was 
suggested that the series of six booklets, 
recently prepared by the Student Volun- 
teer Movement, be secured. In these the 
nationals of each country tell their own 
story and their view of Christianity in 
their country. The whole set can be se- 
cured for $4.00 by writing to 419 Fourth 
Avenue, New York, or single copies for 
$.75. It is a kind of testimony which every 
Christian ought to have in days like these. 

There is no doubt that this whole storm 
of criticism has grown out of the intense 
secular spirit of our age. The only perma- 
nent cure is the spiritualizing of our 
Churches. This is something which should 
give, not only the leaders of foreign mis- 
sions, but the whole Church here at home, 
the gravest concern. For in fact if we fail 
in foreign missions it is only a sign that 
our Christianity is dead. Every age of the 
Church where this spirit ceased, the Church 
was overwhelmed, and even Christianity 
driven out in many instances. If our 
spiritual leaders here at home can’t sense 
this situation, and are either indifferent or 
ignorant of its meaning, then woe unto our 
Western civilization. 

The ‘‘International Missionary Coun- 
cil,’’ which is the unification of the for- 
eign missionary organizations. of the 
world, of which our ‘‘Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America’’ is a very 
important constituent factor, is also awake 
to this situation in the whole of Christen- 
dom. This Council under the Chairman- 
ship of Dr. J. R. Mott is to hold a meet- 
ing on the Mount of Olives at Jerusalem, 
March 24 to April 8, of this year. They 
will meet in the German Orphanage, and 
live in tabernacles built for the confer- 
ence delegates, which will reach the num- 
ber of about 250, from all the nations of 
the world wherever Christianity has gone. 
Our North American Christianity will have 
35 delegates. Only such men and women 
are to be sent who have been selected by 
the Christians of any given country, and 
shall represent the whole nation. It is 
hoped in this way to gather together the 
leading minds and spirits of the whole hu- 
man race which has been touched by the 
Gospel of Christ. About half of the dele- 
gates will be from our so-called ‘‘older 
Churches’’ of the Western world and the 
other half from the ‘‘ younger Churches’’ 
of the non-Christian Oriental nations. A 
earefully prepared list of papers by these 
master minds of the world is made in ad- 
vance and the scope of these studies covers 
every vital world problem in relation to 
Christianity today. 

Christianity and its relation to the old 
religions like Islam, Hinduism, Confucian- 
ism, Buddhism, and to our secular civiliza- 
tion, also Religious Education, the younger 
and the older Churches, that is the East 
and the West, race conflicts, industrialism, 
rural problems, and the future of Interna- 
tional Missionary Co-operation, all these 
are to be discussed by the experts in their 
fields. It is hoped that an entirely new in- 
terpretation of the Gospel and a new apolo- 
getic of Christianity will result from this 


Jerusalem conference, and that Christ may 
enter upon. a new era of His conquest of 
the world. 

The whole difficulty has grown out of our 
scientific, mechanistic, materialistic, secu- 
lar civilization. Men think to find their 
happiness in this world and in this life, 
and there is no denying that great satis- 
faction has been derived out of it all. 

‘*But the darker side of secular civili- 
zation is very much in evidence and it is 
an ominous fact. These worldly minded 
optimists may talk of cosmic progress, or 
the inevitable forward sweep of things. 
They may dream of the universe as a kind 
of moving-stair that insistently goes up. 
The cold facts of history silently refute 
this easy, rose-water view. Human pro- 
gress is not inevitable. It depends essen- 
tially on the moral and spiritual co-opera- 
tion of individuals and social groups. Blind 
cosmic forees do not push the world of 
men up into beauty, truth or goodness. 
These supreme realities of life are the 
fruit of dedicated spirits, co-operating with 
God. They do not flourish in a world ab- 
sorbed in a rush for material gains or bent 
on quick ephemeral pleasures. Speed of 
travel, utilization of material forces, con- 
quest of the air by flight, discovery of 
radio vibrations, are no substitute for love 
and sacrifice, for insight and vision, for 
the experience of God and the enjoyment 
of fellowship with Him!’’ 

‘«The crisis cannot be met by emotional 
revival methods, by the adoption of a more 
aesthetic ritual, by a return to ancient 
theology, or by a dash of social experi- 
ment. It can be met only by penetrating 
the lives of the leaders of the Churches 
with a real dynamic¢ experience of God. 
They must become experts in religion 
rather than a scribe trained in doctrines 
and denominational peculiarities. Wher- 
ever these prophets of the soul appear to- 
day, men listen to them.’’ 

I have quoted the last two paragraphs 
from one of the papers which will go be- 
fore the Jerusalem conference. I do it in 
the hope of enlisting our pastors and 
Church leaders in prayer and study of this 
most ecumenical meeting since Christianity 
began. As Dr. Mott said, the careful study- 
ing of these papers will be equal to a post- 
graduate course in the best universities. 
The whole series of papers can be secured 
for $2.50, or single copies for $.25, by ad- 
dressing the International Missionary 
Council, New York City, 419 Fourth Ave- 
nue. 

‘“‘CHRISTIAN VOICES AROUND THE 
WORLD’’ 


By Rev. A. V. Casselman, D. D. 


Under this title there has just been 
issued one of the most significant sets of 
books that has ever been offered to the 
Church; in fact, such a thing has never 
happened before. This is something en- 
tirely new in missionary history. There 
are six of these volumes, one each from 
Japan, China, India, the Near East, Africa 
and South America. Each volume is of the 
composite authorship of a selected group 
of national Christian leaders from these 
various countries. The voice of these 
nationals is at onee an assertion of the 
existence of national Christian Churches 
the world over, a presentation of the power 
of their Christian life and a challenge to 
the Church of so-called Christendom. 

This new and modern presentation of 
the extent and success of the missionary 
enterprise is cause for a three-fold thanks- 
giving in the Church, 

We should be thankful that there are 
voices. ‘‘That there are Christian leaders 
today in almost every land who are suffi- 
ciently able to interpret the Christianity 
of their communities to parent communi- 
ties in the West is living proof of the pro- 
phetie insight of pioneer missionaries who 


long ago by faith first caught the vision 
of this day.’’ Missionaries used to do the 
talking to the non-Christian nations. Now 
these nations feel that they are entitled 
to talk to the missionary and through him 
to the Church which he represents. The 
titles of the two volumes in this set in 
which we, as members of the Reformed 
Church, would be most vitally interested, 
are most significant, ‘‘Japan Speaks for 
Herself,’’? and ‘‘China Her Own Interpre- 
fere The time has come when the 
national Churches of that portion of the 
world which we have assumed to call ‘‘the 
mission field’’ are abundantly able to de- 
liver a message to us. This ability is per- 
feetly illustrated in the authorship of these 
two volumes just mentioned. What is the 
educational preparation which fits these 
men of China, for instance, to address us? 
Of the eight Chinese authors we find that 
most of them have been graduated from 
the leading missionary educational institu- 
tions of China, and then we find Masters 
and Doctors degrees throughout the entire 
list from such institutions as the follow- 
ing: Vanderbilt University; Yale Univer- 
sity; Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology; Columbia University; Ohio Wes- 
leyan University; Teachers’ College; Knox 
College; Harvard University; Union Theo- 
logical Seminary; Bible Institute of Glas- 
gow. Turning over to the other volume 
and asking what positions of leadership 
these men are occupying in their native 
land, we find such examples as these among 
the Japanese authors: President of the 
Japanese Missionary Society; President of 
the Doshisha University; Professor at the 
Law College of Tokyo Imperial Univer- 
sity; Principal of Tokyo Higher Normal 
College; Vice Minister of Education; 
President of the Imperial University of 
Sendai; President of the Imperial Educa- 
tional Society; President of the Woman’s 
Christian College of Japan; Professor of 
Systematic Theology; Bishop of Tokyo; 
Dean of Girls’ School; Professor of Im- 
perial University; national social service 
worker; pastor of influential Church; sec- 
retary of Y. M. C. A. Surely, we should 
be thankful for voices such as these. 

Then, too, we should be thankful that 
these voices are Christian voices. They 
speak to us in the Oriental accent of the 
Man of Galilee. 

They interpret Christianity to us thus: 
‘‘The saving of the individual soul is a 
lasting work. But along with this task, 
the Chureh today is confronted with a mis- 
sion vastly greater, inealeulably more dif- 
ficult, and essentially more in accord with 
the spirit of Jesus; namely, to permeate 
the entire life of the people and the whole 
social order with the Christian principles 
of world brotherhood, universal service, 
human equality; with an aggressive love 
for the creation of God-like personalities, 
and with the desire to build a social and 
economic system and a righteous govern- 
ment that shall be conducive to the pro- 
duetion and full expression of such per- 
sonalities.’’ 

They thoroughly search our so-called 
Christian civilization thus: ‘‘Looking at 
the situation from the standpoint of com- 
parative civilizations, it is clear that mis- 
sionaries from the United States, for ex- 
ample, can no longer come to Japan as the 
representatives of a higher civilization. 
Sixty years ago American missionaries 
could do this. At that time Japan admired 
America’s gallant struggle to free the 
slaves, and believed, indeed, that in the 
United States the world’s highest morality 
was exemplified. Today missionaries must 
stand as individual representatives not of 
their civilization, but rather of their re- 
ligion, in all its New Testament simplicity. 
This is emphatically true of American mis- 
sionaries since the passage of the Exelu- 
sion Act of 1924. By that Aet the United 
States revealed to Japan her inability to 
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maintain in national life the moral ideals 
of the religion she professes.’’ 

They test out our Church life with its 
unhappy denominational divisions and 
theological controversy as only Orientals 
could do in the following manner: ‘‘ Why 
should we repeat in China this chapter of 
darkness found in the history, both ancient 
and eurrent, of the Christian movements 
of the West? May we be spared these un- 
Christian experiences! To avert this 
catastrophe, will not the Christian move- 
ments of the West be willing to desist 
their efforts to perpetuate in China de- 
nominationalism, which is by no means an 
essential part of Christianity? We fully 
recognize the necessity of having different 
organizations, religious services and cere- 
monies, to suit different temperaments and 
to meet different spiritual needs. We have 
no difficulty in appreciating different de- 
grees of religious experiences and different 
interpretations of the same. But why 
should these differences be so twisted and 
intensified as to create division, schism and 
even persecution? Again, will not the 
movements of the West cease to introduce 
the bitter struggle between fundamental- 
ism and modernism in the Occident? The 
world will continue to have both funda- 
mentalists and modernists. Many a Chris- 
tian may combine in himself both funda- 
mentalism and modernism without being 
eonscious of either and without suffering 
any harm.’’ 


They call us back to the simple Galilean 
essentials of a religion that we have fond- 
ly, but falsely called our own in this man- 
ner: ‘‘We have been obliged to eut 
through systems of theology, forms of wor- 
ship and organizations of Chureh polity, to 
Christ Himself to find out what it means 
to be a Christian. We are trying to find 
out not what Baptists or Presbyterians 


teach about God, but what Jesus taught 
about Him. We are not yet interested in 
the fundamentalist or modernist approach 
to God, for we are trying to find Jesus’ 
approach to God. And we care very little 
at this time whether this or that Christian 
institution is saved or lost, for we are 
wrestling with the problem of trying to 
find out what Jesus would have done if He 
were placed in the midst of the great hu- 
man needs that surge around us in China 
today.’’ 


They sound for us the spiritual depths 
of the modern missionary enterprise thus: 
‘What is wanting in Japan, as in Britain, 
America, France and elsewhere, is not the 
knowledge of Christianity, but rather the 
practice of love. There is a famine of love 
throughout the world. Belief in this eter- 
nal love of Christ led me to the accept- 
ance of Chritsianity. This eternal love of 
Christ finds a voice in the eross, it for- 
gives humanity’s sins, it redeems us, it 
sanctifies us, it links the skill of science 
with the needs of daily life, it unites the 
nations, it binds the factory owner to the 
laborer, the intelligent to the ignorant, the 
fav ored nations to the less favored, and it 
teaches to each generation of the human 
family the profound lesson of sacrifice for 
succeeding generations, It expresses the 
essential character of God and testifies to 
the eternal significance of Christianity. 
Jesus Christ said that we are his disciples 
when we love one another. Do we not by 
the same token cease to love?’’ 


Then, too, we should be thankful that 
these Christian voices are heard all around 
the world. This is an uncontradictable 
testimony of the suecess of the geographi- 
eal expansion of modern missions. But the 
importance of the geographical aspect of 
missions is rapidly disappearing. It is a 
cause for utmost rejoieing in the hearts of 


all of us to know that even if the Churches 
and Christians of so-called Christian lands 
were to be eliminated from the program 
of the proclamation of the Gospel, there 
would still be all around the world capable 
representatives of Christ able to aceom- 
plish the task. But these voices from 
around the world not only encourage us to 


‘trust them everywhere with the message 


of the Gospel, but they frankly tell us that 
they understand the Gospel message of 
Christianity in some respects better than 
we do and have their contribution to make 
in its interpretation. Says one, ‘‘Chris- 
tianity has not been adequately understood 
by Western peoples, and Eastern peoples, 
interpreting and enriching Christianity by 
their native religious heritages, have a 
Christian contribution to make to the 
world.’’? Another has this to say, ‘‘No 
Christian movement in the East or West 
will ever be sufficient unto itself; we shall 
always need one another.’’ Indeed, these 
Christian voiees from around the world be- 
lieve that they will be the means of bear- 
ing to the Occidental Chureh a very dis- 
tinct blessing from the Oriental Church. 
And who ean deny such a possibility as 
this: ‘‘Then, as Western Christians have 
sacrificed much to bring their religion to 
us; we can bring the unspeakable radiance 
of Christ magnified and intensified back 
to the peoples of the West.’’ Finally, 
these voices around the world bring to us 
a vision of world-wide brotherhood in 
Christ that warms and cheers our hearts 
in the contemplation of the final vietory 
of the cause of Christ. 


‘<Tn Christ there is no East or West, 
In Him no South or North; 
But one great fellowship of love, 
Throughout the whole wide earth.’” 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


THE RUFUS W. AND KATHERINE Mc- 
CAULEY MILLER MEMORIAL 
FUND PRIZE ESSAY 
CONTEST 


Subject: ‘‘In These Days of Change and 
Challenge, How Can We Spiritual- 
ize the Home Life of America?’’ 


Length: Not over 3,000 words. 


Time: All essays must be received by 
Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, Executive 
Secretary of the Publication and 
Sunday School Board, by Children’s 


Day, June 10, 1928. 


Eligible: Any minister or member of the 
Reformed Church in the United 
States. 


Instructions: (1) Sign essay with an as- 
sumed name, giving correct name 
and address on a separate sheet. 
(2) Use one side of the paper only. 
(3) Manuscripts, as far as possible, 
should be typewritten. 


Prizes: First prize—¢$100. 
Second prize—#50. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. J. Frank Bucher from Lancaster, 
Pa,. to care of Mission Service Bureau, 23 
Yuen Ming Yuen Road, Shanghai, Ku., 
China. ‘ 


Rev. Charles L. Noss from Manor, Pa., 
to 499 East High St., Kittanning, Pa. 


Mr. Ralph L. Focht, Senior in Lancaster 
Theological Seminary, has been elected as 
pastor of the Schwartzwald, Pa., Charge, 
Reading Classis. 

Rev. L. A. Peeler, pastor of the Kanna- 
polis Mission, N. C., and his family have 
suffered bereavement in the death of the 
pastor’s aged father, who passed away at 
the parsonage Dec. 12, after a brief illness 
of one week. 


We express our sympathy in the loss of 
a violin valued at $500, which has been 
suffered by Rev. Marcus L. Bach, pastor 
of Fi:st Church, Fairview, Kansas. The 
violin was stolen from the pastor’s Ford 
car on Jan. 9, and although a reward of 
$100 has been offered it has not been re- 
covered. 


The combined choirs of the Methodist 
and Reformed Churches of Marietta, en- 
joy working together and under the leader- 
ship of Mr. No:man Pickel as organist and 
Mrs. E. Kauffman as directress, a splendid 
Christmas cantata was rendered on Christ- 
mas Eve, They are now preparing for. the 
dedication services of the redecorated and 
refurnished Methodist Church. 


Rev. Homer W. Tope, D. D., was re- 
elected State Superintendent unanimously 
at the annual meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of the Pennsylvania Anti-Saloon 
League. Rev. C. C. Hays, D. D., ex-Moder- 
ator of the Presbyterian Assembly of the 
United States of America, was re-elected 
President. 


THE REV. ANTHONY SHULEN- 
BERGER 


This veteran in our ministry pass- 
ed away at China Grove, N. C., on 
Jan. 21, in his 80th year. An ac- 
count of the life and labors of this 
dear brother will be given later. 


The 39th Annual Pen-Mar Reunion of 
the Reformed Churches will be held Thurs- 
day, July 19th, at Pen-Mar. The address 
will be presented by Dr. George W. Rich- 
ards, of Lancaster, and the music will be 
by the Evangelical Reformed Chureh ehoir, 
of Frederick, Md. 


In Grace Church, Hazleton, Pa., at the 
annual congregational meeting held on 
Jan. 22, it was unanimously resolved to 
increase the pastor’s salary from $2,400 to 
$3,000 and the organist’s salary from $900 
to $1,100. Rev. William Toennes has now 
entered upon the 3lst year as the suecess- 
ful pastor of this charge. 


Rey. Paul E. Keller, who expects to sail 
for China on February 13th, has written 
a letter of appreciation to Dr. Bartholo- 
mew for his concern for the missionaries, 
and concludes by saying: ‘‘May the For- 
eign Mission Day offering lift another load 
from your heart and encourage you for the 
work with which your life has been 80 | Jong 
bound up.’’ 
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In the Mahoning Charge, Rev. F. D. Sli- 
fer, pastor, the Lutheran and Reformed 
congregations in both St. John’s and Ben 
Salem Churches have jointly adopted the 
hymnal published by the Christian Century 
Press—‘‘Hymns of the United Church.?’ 
Renovations are being made in the Ben 
Salem Church at an approximate cost of 
$18,000. The edifice will be rededicated 
on Whitsunday. 

Rev. J. F. Bair held the Communion ser- 
viee for the members of Bethany Church, 
Butler, Pa., on Jan. 22 and also installed 
the newly elected officers. Rev. Mr. Bair 
also preached the sermons. The reports of 
the various organizations given at the con- 
gregational meeting on Jan. 9 indicate 
great activity in spite of the fact that the 
Church is without a leader. 

First Church, Philadelphia, Pa., Rev. 
Harold B. Kerschner, minister, recently 
made an offering of $225 for the work at 
State College. A nursery and_ kinder- 
garten, in which from 6 to 15 children, un- 
der 5 years of age, are cared for each Sun- 
day during the hour of the morning ser- 
viee, has been flourishing for the past half- 
year. The ‘‘White Gifts’’ offerings, in 
connection with the Christmas services, 
amounted to $550. 


Zion Church, Marietta, Pa., Rev. Vietor 
Steinberg, pastor, believes in combining 
prayer meetings with food showers. One 
of the members suffered several reverses 
and was ‘‘hard put to make ends meet.’’ 
The Prayer Band, led by Miss Minnie 
Meyers and the pastor’s ‘‘Chevy,’’ 
gathered about 60 cans of provisions and 
other eatables and presented them to this 
member. The brief prayer service that 
followed had its blessing for all present. 
This congregation will celebrate its 50th 
anniversary in the fall. 


The Stewardship Poster Contest, a co- 
feature of the Stewardship Essay Contest, 
is awakening a widespread interest. There 
are especially prepared packets of free lit- 
erature available for young people between 
the ages of 9 and 21 years who wish to 
make a Poster,—or Posters, for one of the 
unique phases of this Contest is that a 
contestant may submit several Posters, if 
he so desires. The Stewardship Depart- 
ment, 316 Schaff Building, Phila., Pa., will 
gladly furnish all additional information 
awd material for the Poster Contest. 


Rey. John A. Yount was installed as pas- 
ter of Calvary Church, Turtle Creek, Pa., 
on Jan. 5, in a very impressive service, 
with Rey. Dr. Harry N. Bassler, of 
Wilkinsburg, in charge, assisted by Rev. J. 
Grant Walter, of Pittsburgh, and Rev. A. 
M. Billman, McKeesport, Pa. Other min- 


isters in attendance were Revs. Kerr, 
Wolf, Landis, and Stein. Special 
music was rendered by the ehoir. The 


work seems to be starting off with a flour- 
ish under the new pastorate. There have 
been about 140 in attendance regularly on 
Sunday evenings, with a much larger 
morning attendance. 


Grace Church, Harmony, Pa., Rev. Ro- 
land A. Luhman, pastor, has sent $355 for 
Ministerial Relief. The Every Member 
Canvass held in November was a great suc- 
cess; 48% of the pledges were increased, 
50% remained the same, and only 2% de- 
creased. Prospects for the future of this 
congregation are very bright. Grace 
Church is collaborating in the Community 
Teacher Training School in which the 
Churches of Harmony and Zelienople take 
part. Revs. Mr. Moore, Presbyterian; Mr. 
Allbeck, Lutheran; Dr. J. H. String, St. 
Peter’s Reformed; are this term’s instruc- 
tors. Rev. R. A. Luhman, of Grace Church, 
is Dean of the School. 


Rey. Dr. Henry I. Stahr, pastor of the 
Emmanuel Church, Hanover, Pa., has these 
kind words to say of the Foreign Mission 
Day literature: ‘‘I have just been looking 


over the material which you have sent out 
for Foreign Mission Day and I feel con- 
strained to write you and congratulate you 
on this year’s Foreign Mission Day ser- 
vice. I think all the literature that has 
gone out is very well done. I like this 
year’s service immensely.’’ 

Rev. Dr. Henry Nevin Kerst, pastor, of 
Trinity Church, Canton, O., writes: ‘‘The 
support of Rev. Mr. Yaukey and his family 
has been a great blessing to our congrega- 
tion and has stimulated an interest in Mis- 
sions and increased our gifts. It has 
worked the right way. It has been a help 
and not a hindranee.’’ 

Rev. William H. Snyder, of the Stoyes- 
town, Pa., Charge, writes this for the 
““Messenger’’ as spoken by Lizzie Walters, 
a devout member of St. Paul’s Church, 
Stoyestown. Phone eall: ‘‘Rev., do you 
take subscriptions for the ‘Messenger?’ 
My parents have been subscribers for it 
for 60 years, and since they have passed to 
their Home beyond we have been getting 
it, for we surely cannot do without the 
great and valuable paper.’’ There is no 
need of saying the pastor most gladly said, 
‘«Sure!’’, for he, too, thinks it is the best 
Church paper printed. ‘‘How could it be 
otherwise,’’ he asks, ‘‘ when we recall who 
is the Editor!’’ Well, appreciative as we 
are, we know that the Editor alone can- 
not create a worth-while paper. It is what 
all our correspondents are saying and doing 
that does the job. 

Rev. Allan S. Meck, of St. Mark’s 
Church, Easton, Pa., conducted a very suc- 
cessful preaching mission in Grace Church, 
York, Pa., Rev. Irvin A. Raubenhold, pas- 
tor, from Jan. 15-22. On several occasions 
the ushers had to provide chairs for the 
large congregations which filled the 
Church. At the last service many people 
went away because they were unable to 
find seats. The pastor and people of Grace 
Church were well pleased with their first 
venture in meetings of that kind. Front- 
page space was given by York papers to 
Mr. Meck’s most helpful sermons. It was 
another proof that ‘‘folks go to Church,’’ 
and 120 men and women signed ecards ex- 
pressing their desire to help their pastor 
to solicit other folks to become Christians 
and Church members. 

The Ladies’ Bible Class of Zion Church, 
Allentown, Pa., Rev. Dr. Simon Sipple, pas- 
tor, sponsored a musical entertainment on 
Jan. 27, at 7.45 P. M. Dr. William F. Cur- 
tis, President of Cedar Crest College, gave 
the main address. During the evening 
Charles W. Grammes showed motion pic- 
tures taken during a recent trip to Europe. 
The musical program included a selection 
by a string trio consisting of Miss Ruth 
Sipple, harp; Miss Catharine Koffel, violin, 
and Miss Anna Sechrist, ’cello; solos by 
Miss Celia A. Gehman, soprano; Mrs. Stella 
Landis, contralto; G. Leroy Faust, bari- 
tone, and vocal trio selections, The open- 
ing prayer and remarks were given by the 
pastor. P 

The Christmas season was observed in 
both Churches of the Schwenksville, Pa., 
Charge, Rev. D. K. Laudenslager, pastor, 
with appropriate program of festival ser- 
vices and activities. On Dec. 18 a pageant 
was given by the Young People’s Guild in 
St. James Church; on Dee. 21 the Primary 
Department had a party; the S. S. festival 
was held on Dee. 23, and on Christmas 
Day the pastor preached in the morning 
service and in the evening the choir rend- 
ered the cantata, ‘‘Out of the East’’ by 
Wilson. At Heidelberg Church, an early 
morning service was held on Christ- 
mas morning; the S. 8S. festival ser- 
vice of carols on New Year’s Eve; and the 
cantata, ‘‘Adoration,’’ was rendered by 
the choir. The Christmas offering for 
Bethany Home was $100. 


The 9th anniversary celebration of St. 
John’s Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. Irving 


FOUR 
CHEERING CHECKS 
FOR THE 
MESSENGER 
ENDOWMENT 
FUND 
ARE GRATEFULLY 
ACKNOWLEDGED. 
THEY CAME 
TO US FROM 
LINCOLN, PA. 
READING, PA. AND 
BELLEFONTE, PA. 
FRIENDS. 
THANK YOU! 
MAY THIS FINE 
EXPRESSION 
ONSLOW Al dey. 
LEAD OTHERS 
TO SCATTER 
SUNSHINE 
ALONG THE 
SAME WAY. 


A. M. S. 


C. Faust, pastor, was held Jan. 25, with 
Rev. George A. Bear, pastor of St. Paul’s 
Church, as the principal speaker, The open- 
ing prayer was given by the Rev. Z, A. 
Yearick, the organizer and first pastor of 
the Church, now retired. The present pas- 
tor gave a history of the Church, tracing 
its constant growth in the relatively short 
time it has been in existence. F. E. Heller, 
a charter member of the Church, also made 
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a short address. Music was furnished by 
the S. S. orchestra. The committee in 
charge included: Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Schif- 


fert, Mr. and Mrs. W. O. Snyder, Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Raine, Mr. and Mrs. Wallace 
Schollenberger, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Fritz 
and Mr. and Mrs. Morris Price. 

A unique program under the auspices of 
the Missionary Society, called ‘‘The Feast 
of Lanterns,’’ was held Jan. 17 in Trinity 
Church, Phila., Pa., Rev. Purd E. Deitz, 
pastor. Young people presented a play, 
‘* America’s Opportunity,’’ and Mrs. C. E. 
‘Greitz, of Reading, spoke on her recent trip 
to the Orient. Refreshments of tea, rice 
cakes and ginger completed the program. 
On Jan. 18 the Auxiliary presented a con- 
cert by the ‘‘Jungen Maennerchor,’’ of 
Phila., the silver offering being devoted to 
the ‘‘Trinity Room’’ in the new building 
ef the Home for Incurables of this city. 
A large audience greeted the singers and 
responded with an offering of over $128. 
During 1927, Trinity’s average morning at- 
tendance was 338; evening, 221; average 
Church offering, $369.49. There were 186 
new members received. 

Fifteen new members were received into 
the fellowship of First Church, Philadel- 
phia, Rev. Harold B. Kerschner, minister, 
in connection with the Communion service 
‘on January 8th. Eleven students of the 
University of Pennsylvania were received 
as affiliated members at the same service. 
Among the seores of visitors who joined in 
the sacrament were people claiming mem- 
bership in Churehes at the following 
places: Glarus, Switzerland; Bellevue, Ky.; 
Formington, N. H.; Schenectady, N. Y.; 
Nyack, N. Y.; and Bellefonte, DuBois, 
Elizabethville, Ephrata, Hanover, Hatfield, 
Lancaster, Latrobe, Lebanon, Mifflinburg, 
Orwigsburg, Palmerton, Perkasie, Potts- 
town, Reading, Slatedale, Slatington, 
Waynesboro, and Wilkes-Barre, Penna. Of 
the denominations, the Baptist, Episcopa- 
lian, Lutheran, Methodist, Moravian and 
Presbyterian were represented at the Com- 
munion table. 

The annual congregational meeting of 
St. Stephen’s Church, Reading, Pa., Rev. 
Dr. Thomas W. Dickert, pastor, was held 
recently with the following reports: Dr. 
Dickert reported 782 pastoral calls; 57 bap- 
tisms; 26 weddings; 46 funerals; 134 new 
members; loss of members by death, dis- 
missal and erasure, 68; present member- 
ship, 1,692; number communed, 1,045. Isaac 
Hoffa, treasurer, reported $17,676.34 re- 
ceived for all purposes; total expenditures 
amounted to $17,402.36, leaving a balance 
of $273.98. Henry C. Wien, financial sec- 
retary, reported: dues received, $8,262.09; 
benevolence, $4,250.83; total, $12,512.92. 
Warren J. Bridegam, 8S. S. secretary, re- 
ported 1,222 members on roll; the treas- 
urer, James F. Lindenmuth, reported total 
receipts amounting to $4,928.57; expendi- 
tures, $4,371,31; balance, $557.26. 

The Stewardship Essay Contest is being 
carried on by hundreds of contestants in 
the congregations of the Reformed Church. 
Great as the educational value of the Con- 
test is, it is overshadowed in its larger 
value of training a generation of Christian 
Stewards. Mr. H. E. Renner, Superintend- 
ent of the Sunday School of the Calvary 
Reformed Church, Bethlehem, Pa., in speak- 
ing of the Contest in this connection says: 
‘‘T was more than surprised in the re- 
sponse I received when I canvassed each 
class in our Sunday School in regard to the 
writing of essays. I am sure that if none 
of our contestants are successful in win- 
ning prizes, they will be amply repaid for 
the efforts that they have put forth in be- 
coming better acquainted with the mean- 
ing of Stewardship.’’ A 

The Christmas festival was observed in 
St. Paul’s Church, Mechanicsburg, Pa., Dr. 
Charles W. Levan, pastor, in a most de- 
lightful manner. There was a well-attend- 
ed dawn service, popularly known as 


‘‘Candle Light’’ service. The custom to 
have such a service is of long standing, 
and is more and more appreciated as time 
goes on. The festival with the Sunday 
School was held on Monday evening. The 
service, ‘‘ At His Throne,’’ a ‘‘ White Gift’’ 
service, was used. The prophecy and ful- 
fillment of the birth of the Saviour was 
presented in living tableaux. The Church 
was decorated to fit the service, which was 
the most effective presented for many 
years. The offering for the orphans was 
$166, the largest for this cause given in 
recent years. The Holy Communion was 
celebrated on New Year’s Day. The 
Christmas spirit was still in evidence as 
manifested in the large attendance. 

Communion throughout the Stoyestown 
Charge, Pa., Rev. William H. Snyder, pas- 
tor, was observed as follows: Friedens, 
Jan. 1; Mt. Tabor, Jan. 8; and Stoyestown, 
Jan. 15. The attendance was of larger per 
cent than of former years. Mt. Tabor and 
Friedens congregations paid their 1927-28 
apportionment in full. 59 copies of the 
Almanae and Year Book again entered into 
the homes of the charge. It was the pleas- 
ure of the pastor to represent our beloved 
Pittsburgh Synod at the recently held an- 
nual meeting of the Anti-Salloon League in 
the City Club of Philadelphia, and he said 
that ‘‘to be there was not only entertain- 
ing but educative and inspirational, and a 
deeper sense of activity should be exer- 
cised by our people. I was much pleased 
with my visit for a very short time to our 
great Schaff Building. Through eternity 
may the Christian influence of this mighty 
Church centre live!’’ 

The Pastor’s Bible Class of St. Mark’s 
Church, Reading, Pa., Rev. Gustav R. Poet- 
ter, pastor, elected the following officers: 
President, Wm. Y. Zinn; Vice-President, 
Mrs. Edith Snyder; Secretary, Chester E. 
McCoy; Assistant Secretary, Henry M. 
Koch; Treasurer, Charles D. Wagner; and 
Recording Secretary, Mrs. Alma Cornman, 
The Rev. D. J. Wetzel, First Church, and 
Mr. Poetter exchanged pulpits on Jan. 22. 
Mr. William Wood Britton, Musical Critie, 
wrote quite a complimentary article in 
‘‘The Reading Times’’ on the high stand- 
ard set by St. Mark’s choir, Estelle K. 
Krick, musical directress. He writes: 
‘‘Two outstanding features impressed the 
writer during a visit yesterday morning to 
St. Mark’s—the size, appearance and 
splendid work of the choir; and the un- 
usual size of the congregation present.’’ 
The article fills a column of the ‘‘Times’’ 
on Jan.. 23. 

The mid-winter Communions in the 4 
congregations of the Shrewsbury Charge, 
Pa., Rev. C. M. Mitzell, pastor, on Jan. 8, 
15 and 22, were the best attended winter 
Communions in the history of the charge. 
Large audiences are attending the evening 
services at Shrewsbury and New Freedom, 
which are becoming more popular as time 
goes on. The minister is attacking modern 
evils and has the whole-hearted support of 
practically all his members. On Jan. 26 a 
meeting of citizens was held in St. Paul’s 
a 

A CHRISTIAN SLOGAN 


The ‘‘American Lutheran’’ announces 
that the author of the best soul-saving 
slogan for the Christian Church, submitted 
before April 1st, will be given a free 47- 
day European tour. 

There is but one such slogan, for the 
Lutheran Church, or for any other Chris- 
tian denomination; and it is most appropri- 
ate to the times. Here it is: Salvation by 
Grace—not by Philosophy, Force, or Fi- 
nance, 

Apply it to men or nations, it meets the 
present situation at every point, and meets 
it most effectively. ‘‘By grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God; not of 
works, lest any man should boast.’’ 

—Henry A. Bomberger. 


Church, when the slot machine and illieit 
liquor evils were assailed and an effort 
made to combat these evils. The congre- 
gations co-operated in a union meeting in 
Christ Lutheran Church, Shrewsbury, to 
hear Dr. Clinton N. Howard, the eloquent 
champion of civie righteousness. On Feb. 
12, the Knights of Pythias of Glen Rock, 
will worship with St. Paul’s congregation 
in the evening. Foreign Mission Day will 
be observed Feb. 5 and 12. 

The Christmas season was appropriately 
celebrated in Christ Church, Martinsburg, 
W. Va., Rev. Dr. A. M. Gluck, pastor. All de- 
partments of the Church united in a praise 
service on Sunday morning at 10 o’cloek. 
In the evening a choir of 20 persons ren- 
dered a very beautiful cantata. A special 
service for the young children was held on 
Monday at 2.30 P. M. The offerings for 
the orphans amounted to $141. The Holy 
Communion was celebrated on Jan. 15, both 
morning and evening. 209 communed. 
There were 3 additions to the Church. The 
annual business meeting of the econgrega- 
tion was held on Wednesday evening, Jan. 
18. Reports showed membership as follows: 
Church, 405; Sunday School, 478; Christian 
Endeavor Society, 172; Woman’s Mission- 
ary Society, 79; Ladies’ Aid Society, 54. 
During the year the sum of $12,747.28 was 
raised. $8,806.88 was paid out for current 
expenses and $2,877.40 for benevolence. 
Two elders and three deacons were elected 
to serve for four years. 

A Leadership Training School for 
Chureh School workers which is being pro- 
moted by the co-operating Churehes of 
Hanover, Pa., will hold its sessions on five 
successive evenings, from January 30 to 
February 3, in St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church. Courses on ‘‘The Pupil,’’ ‘‘Be- 
ginners Materials and Methods,’’ ‘‘ Junior 
Materials and Methods,’’ and ‘‘Senior De- 
partment Administration’’ will be given in 
the School. The faculty is comprised of 
the following: Dean, Prof. M. Hadwin 
Fischer, Ph. D., Theological Seminary, 
Gettysburg, Pa.; Mrs. Clifford A. Shaw, 
Children’s Division Specialist, Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Clearfield, Pa.; Mrs. 
Margaret L. String, Director of Children’s 
Work, Reformed Church in the United 
States, Zelienople, Pa.; Miss Letitia 
Brown, Associate Director of Young Peo- 
ple’s Work, Pennsylvania State Sabbath 
School Association, Philadelphia, Pa. All 
work satisfactorily completed in the School 
will be awarded credit by the International 
Council of Religious Education. The chair- 
man of the committee in charge of the 
School is Rev. Henry I. Stahr, D. D. * 

On Jan. 15, at First Church, Fairview, 
Kansas, Rey. Marcus L. Bach, who has 
been a minister there under special permit 
for 6 months, was ordained and installed 
in the Chureh. The committee consisted 
of Rev. L. L. Hassenpflug, of Hiawatha, 
chairman; Rev. Wm. J. Becker, of Holton; 
Rev. C. J. Snyder of Dawson, Neb. The in- 
stallation and ordination were in the after- 
noon, following the regular Church ser- 
vices, at which the pastor’s brother, Rev. 
R. R. Bach, of Wichita, preached the morn- 
ing sermon. Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Back, of 
Sauk City, parents of the pastor, were 
there to congratulate their son, who said 
that the day was the happiest of his life, 
marred by only one thing—the loss of his 
violin, which he had played for 10 years, 
and which can not be replaced. At a musi- 
cal program given in the evening, a com- 
munity orchestra, directed by Rev. Mr. 
Bach, played several fine selections. Spe- 
cial numbers were rendered by the choir — 
and soloists. After playing a selection on 
a borrowed violin, Rev. Mr. Bach gave a 


10-minute talk on the Wisconsin violin — 


maker who fashioned the stolen instrume: 

The season has been a very busy one 
St. Paul’s Church, West Hazleton, | 
Rev. J. K. Karl Stadelmann, pastor. — 
enlarged choir rendered the beautiful ¢ 
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tata, ‘‘The Light Eternal,’’ which was 
very favorably received and which made a 
profound impression. On Christmas Day 
the first service was at 6 A. M., and the 
day closed with the presentation of two 
beautiful cantatas by the S.S. The pastor 
and his family were well remembered with 
many gifts of appreciation and affection. 
The Watch Night service was well attend- 
ed. Hach family received the very beau- 
tiful pastor’s greeting card. The congre- 
gational meeting was held Jan. 9, when it 
was reported that $9,772.12 had been ex- 
pended during 1927, leaving a balance of 
$543.20; on the additional real estate pur- 
chased in 1926 $5,750 has been paid; and 
apportionment was paid in full for the 
seeond time. Over half of the apportion- 
ment for the ensuing year has been paid. 
Elders and deacons were installed on Jan. 
15. The watchword of St. Paul’s Church 


for 1928 is: ‘‘God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help.’’ 
Christmas services were held at St. 


Paul’s Church, of the Kannapolis Missien, 
N. C., Rev. L. A. Peeler, pastor, on Dee. 24 
at 2.30 P. M., and at St. John’s Church on 
Christmas Day at 5.30 P. M. The services 
of exercises, songs and pageants were very 
well rendered. St. John’s has been holding 
evening services at 5.30 P. M. since De- 
cember. Congregational meetings were 
held in St. John’s on Dee. 30, and in St. 
Paul’s on Jan. 8. Reports frem all or- 
ganizations showed the work of the 
Churches to be in good condition and very 
eneouraging. Holy Communion was ob- 
served in St. John’s Church on Jan. 1, 
when 7 new members were received. Pro- 
motion Day was held in the 8. 8. on Jan. 1; 
30 awards were given for perfect attend- 
anee during 1927; the average 8. S. attend- 
anee for 1927 was 211, an average increase 
of 40. H. J. Peeler is S. S. Supt. of St. 
John’s for 1928, and Carl Sechler is 8. S. 
Supt. at St. Paul’s. The pastor is also sup- 
plying the congregation of Keller Church, 
where a splendid Christmas service was 
rendered on Dee. 23. 


On Jan 22, at 11 A. M., in the Zion 
Chureh, Marietta, Pa., Rev. Victor Stein- 
berg, pastor, ‘‘ A Service of Appreciation’’ 
was held in honor of Miss Rebecca Dell- 
inger, the last charter member of the con- 
gregation, who, on Jan. 21 attained her 
90th milestone in life. The pastor deliver- 
ed an eloquent sermon on the subject, ‘‘I 
Am Not Ashamed of the Gospel.’’ The 
ehoir rendered special music under the di- 
reetion of Norman T. Pickle. Miss Minnie 
Myers, teacher of the Adult Bible Class, 
made a presentation speech and gave Miss 
Dellinger, who was her first teacher, a 
beautiful plant and a Testament. John 
C. Goodling then presented the gifts to 
Miss Dellinger as all assembled in a circle 
in front of the altar while the hymn, 
‘¢<Blest Be the Tie That Binds,’’ was sung. 
A general handshaking followed with 
many congratulations. Miss Dellinger is a 
native of Ohio, but has lived in Marietta 
the greater portion of her life. She has 
been a member of the Reformed congrega- 
tion nearly a half century. By occupation 
she is a dressmaker, and on account of 
health was required to relinquish her work. 
She is very active for her years, and is 
making her home with Mr. and Mrs. Boyd 
S. Hipple, on North Chestnut Street. The 
‘“Messenger’’ greets one who has grown 
old so beautifully in the service of Christ. 


A successful Community School of Lead- 
ership Training was conducted by the 
Council of Religion, of Lewisburg, Pa., the 
week of Jan. 9-13, inclusive. The Council, 
of which Rev. H. H. Rupp is the chairman, 
is composed of 3 representatives of the 7 
Churches in Lewisburg. The school was 
held in the Reformed Church, the faculty 
consisting of Dr. Charles Peters, of our 
Publication and Sunday School Board, who 
gave the course in ‘‘The Teaching Work of 
the Church,’’ and Rev. J. W. Elliott, of 
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the Baptist Board, whose subject was 
‘*The Program and Message of the Chris- 
tian Religion.’’ In this initial school, the 
registration numbered 30, and 8 credits 
were given. ~The lesson periods were 2 
hours each evening, from 7 to 9 with a 10- 
minute recess which was given to devo- 
tions and announcements. The local pas- 
tors conducted the devotions. Rev. H. H. 
Rupp acted as dean and presided over these 
periods. The total expenses amounted to 
$40. The carfare and hotel bill of the 
visiting teachers were paid by the local 
Council. The services of the instructors 
were given gratuitously and were much 
appreciated by all those who took part in 
the school. The registration fee was $1.00. 
As a result of this first attempt it was felt 
that a similar undertaking should be on 
the program for the work of the Churches 
for the next season. The Lewisburg Coun- 
eil for the past 2 years has also conducted 
a Weekday School of Religion for the High 
School pupils. This school has proved 
quite popular. This year’s Weekday 
Sehool began on Jan, 25. It consists of a 
one-hour period each week for ten weeks 
and eloses with a ‘‘Life-work Supper and 
Conference’’ given to the High School stu- 
dents by the Sunday Schools of the 
borough. 

Jan. 29 was another high day in the 
eventful history of St. Paul’s Church, 
Mahanoy City, Pa., Rev. Walter H. Diehl, 
pastor. It was the 65th birthday anniver- 
sary of the congregation, and in spite of 
the snow storm, the loyal people crowded 
the sanctuary morning and evening. A 
beautiful bronze tablet, containing the 
names of the 13 charter members and that 
of the first pastor, Dr. Derr, was unveiled 
by Miriam Powell and Roy Fischer, great- 
grandchildren of the founders. This tablet 
was the gift of Mr. H. O. Garber, of Ber- 
wyn, Pa., son of one of the founders. The 
tablet was accepted in an eloquent address 
by Mr. Conrad Dresch, President of the 
Consistory. The pastor asked for $1,000 
for the gifts of the day, and the congrega- 
tion went far over the top. St. Paul’s 
not only pays its apportionment, but has 
long been known for its extra gifts for 
benevolence. It supports Rev. H. Koba- 
yaski in Japan, and has maintained 10 or- 
phan children in Bible Lands for some 
years. Dr. F. R. Wagner, 8. 8. Superin- 
tendent, gave a delightful talk, with remi- 
niscences of the early days of the congrega- 
tion. The sermons at both services were 
preached by Dr. Leinbach, Editor of the 
““Messenger.’’ Over 100 families of this 
progressive congregation welcome the 
‘“Messenger’’ into their homes. The choir, 
under the leadership of E. H. Scheirer, Di- 
rector, and Mrs. Chas. A. Thomas, organist, 
rendered excellent music at the services. 
The pastors of St. Paul’s have been: Rev. 
Dr. L. K. Derr, from 1863 to 1869; Rev. Dr. 
H. A. Keyser, 1870-1906; Rev. J. G. Kersch- 
ner, 1900-1915; Rev. G. M. Smith, 1915- 
1923; and Rev. W. H. Diehl, since 1923. 
The charter members of St. Paul’s Church 
were: Henry Berger, Conrad Dresch, Daniel 
Fischer, Adam Gabbert, Henry Gabbert, 
Phenis Garber, George Goodman, Jonas 
Hein, Herman Keilman, Jacob Klein, John 
Kline, David Smith and Herman Wolff. 

(See additional News on page 27) 


GOD’S PROMISE 


The house seems quiet and empty 

Your hearts are forlorn and drear 

For the Angel of Death has flown 
over 

And summoned a loved one so dear. 


remember 

promise 

That Children of His never die, 

Your dear ones are living and loving 
you still 

In the Land Beyond the Sky! 


—Grace H. Poffenberger. 


But God’s wonderful 
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PAST AND COMING EVENTS IN THE 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


President George W. Richards, D. D., LL.D. 


1. The Swander Lectures, 1927, by the 
Rey. Charles W. Gilkey, D. D., of Chicago, 
were received with much favor. The five 
lectures of the course were heard not only 
by the faculty and students, but. by pro- 
fessors and students from the College and 
Academy and by ministers of different 
Churches and a number of men and women 
of the city. The lectures will be published 
in a book during the coming year. 

We announce with pleasure that the 
course for 1928 will be delivered next 
fall (the precise date to be announced 
later) by Professor Emil Brunner, D. D., of 
the University of Zurich, and a minister 
of the Reformed Church of Switzerland. 
Professor Brunner is one of the most bril- 
liant expounders of the Barthian theology 
and a recognized leader among the younger 
theologians of Europe. He.is only thirty- 
six years of age. His books are attracting 
wide attention, and his class-room, which 
I had the privilege of attending last sum- 
mer, is filled with enthusiastic students. 
The lectures will be delivered in English. 
The President has procured for him invi- 
tations to deliver two or three lectures at 
the following institutions: Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary; Union Theological Semi- 
nary; Harvard Divinity School; Western 
Theological Seminary, Pittsburgh. 

2. The Seminary choir, under the direc- 
tion of Professor Harry A. Sykes, organist 
and director of Church music in the Semi- 
nary, will render a concert on Tuesday 
evening, February 7th, in the Second Re- 
formed Church of Reading, Pa., Rev. E. L. 
Coblentz, D. D., pastor. 

3. The Annual Missionary and Church 
Work Conference will be held in Santee 
Hall on February 22 and 23. The follow- 
ing ministers, professors and laymen will 
deliver addresses and preside in confer- 
ences after the addresses: 


Wednesday, 8 P. M., Professor Carl Ver- 
non Tower, Ph. D., Ursinus College; J. 
Prentice Murphy, Executive Secretary of 
the Children’s Bureau of Philadelphia. 

Thursday, 9 to 12 A. M., Rev. Purd E. 
Deitz, Philadelphia; Rev. Alfred N. Sayres, 
Lansdale, Pa.; Rev. 8S. R. Wagner, D. D., 
Hagerstown, Md. 

3 to 5 P. M., Emory L. Coblentz, Esq., 
Middletown, Md., Professor Rufus M. 
Jones, D. D., Haverford College. 

8 to 9.30 P. M., Professor Rufus M. 
Jones, D. D., Haverford College. 


The public is invited to all the meetings 
of the Conference. 


4. The meeting of the Western Section of 
the Alliance of Reformed Churches holding 
the Presbyterian System will be held at the 
Seminary February 28 and 29. The even- 
ing meeting will be held in the First Re- 
formed Church, Tuesday the 28th at 8 P. 
M. The speakers of the evening will be 
the Honorable George W. Wickersham, 
former Attorney General in the Cabinet of 
President Roosevelt, now President of the 
American Law Institute; and the Rev. 
Peter Ainslee, D. D., Baltimore, Md., one 
of the foremost leaders in the movement 
for Church union in the United States. 
About one hundred delegates from the dif- 
ferent Presbyteries and Classes in the 
United States and Canada will be in at- 
tendance. The delegates will be enter- 
tained at dinner in Dietz Hall on the even- 
ing of February 28. 


5. The McCauley Lectures for 1928 will 
be delivered before the students on Tues- 
day, March 13, by the Rev. E. L. Coblentz, 
D. D., Reading, Pa. The subject is, ‘‘The 
Soul of the Preacher.’’? The hours for the 
lectures are 9 A. M. and 4 P. M. 

6. The annual week-end visit to New 
York City of the Senior Class, under the 
supervision of Professor O. 8S. Frantz, will 
be made some time in March. On Friday 


SS 
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MISSIONARY PAGEANTS AND 
ENTERTAINMENTS 


eee 


“DO MISSIONS PAY?” 


A short missionary pageant for fourteen 
characters. Simple background. Costuming 
not elaborate. Price, 15 cents each; $1.50 the 
dozen, 


“A CROWN OF STARS” 

A missionary pageant for thirteen females— 
nine males. Very easily prepared. Scenes in 
the home of an enthusiastic missionary worker. 
A very impressive number. Price, 15 cents 
each; $1.50 the dozen. 


“FARE, PLEASE” 


A Home Missionary play. <A fascinating 
play in which Mr. Czako meets two types of 
Americans, and learns something about the 
Golden Rule. Price, 10 cents. 


“COLOR BLIND” 


By Margaret T. Applegarth. A de- 
lightful play which beautifully and 
impressively presents the truth that | | = 
God's love and care embrace all 


races of whatever color. In three 
acts; twenty-two characters; four 
principal speaking parts. Price, 10 
cents. 


“WHEN THE MISSIONARY CAME” 


By Sara Gosselink. Sketch in 8 
acts, full of humorous situations. 
The Girls’ Church Club is support- 
ing a missionary, Dr. Smith, whom 
they are expecting home for a visit. 
The plot centers around the arrival 
of the friend of one girl’s brother, 
who is mistaken for the missionary. 
The real one arrives later and turns 
out to be a woman About 45 min- 
utes. 2m.,9f. Price, 25 cents. 


“PARAMOUNT MISSIONARY BOOK” 


_Contains pantomimes, songs, plays, recita- 
tions, exercises, dialogs, etc., for a missionary 
program, Price, 25 cents the copy. 


“MISSIONARY HELPER NO. 1” 


A collection of gongs, recitations, dialogues 
and exercises, ete. Price, 25 cents the copy. 


“THE PARAMOUNT SPECIAL DAY BOOK” 
For Mothers’ Day and Missionary 


The first section containing recitations, dia- 
logues, exercises and songs—the most tender 
tributes of reverence and love to Mother. 

The second section contains some fine new 
missionary material for children and grown 
ups. Price, 25 cents. 


COLOR BLIND 


in 


FARE, PLEASE 


“GO YE” 


A missionary pageant or service for the 
Sunday School and Young People’s Societies, 
Price, 8 cents per copy; 80 cents per dozen; 
$6.00 the hundred. 


“THE WORLD FOR CHRIST” 
In the cast are: Missionary group (eight 


characters). Anti-Missionary group (nine 
characters). Besides groups (any number de- 
sired) representing ‘Builders,’ ‘Sowers,” 


“Reapers,” “Soldiers,” and “Christian Graces.” 
Costuming and staging may be as elaborate or 
simple as circumstances require or tastes dic- 
tate. This pageant has been in use for nearly 
twenty (20) years and has demonstrated its 
right to first place in the field of Missionary 
dramas. Price, 25 cents per copy: 


“LOVEST THOU ME?” 


A wonderful means of presenting the needs 
of both Home and Foreign Missions. Pageant 
with music. Price, 20 cents, or $2.00 the dozen. 


“CHILDREN OF MANY LANDS” 


A missionary pageant for children 
—including about 40 characters to 
represent the different nations, 
Children may be in native costume 
of the country they represent—or 
earry flag of the different nations. 
Price, 20 cents. 


“THE HOUR OF WAKING” 


One scene. Suggestions on scen- 
ery, properties, and costumes in- 
cluded. Forty-five minutes. Fifty- 
five persons. Not difficult to pro- 
duce, but the speaking parts should 
be carefully assigned. Pictures with 
striking symbolism’ the need of 
Christian guidance in this hour of 
crisis. Price, 25 cents. 


Jj 
“MISSIONARY ENTERTAINMENTS FOR 
THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY AND 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL” 


In addition to a number of recitations and 
exercises for Primary and Junior children, 
there are seventeen dramatizations, represent- 
ing all the mission fields in which our Church 
is working, which require for their presenta- 
tion boys and girls of all ages. Price, 65 cents. 


“MISSIONARY TREASURY NO. 4” 


Recitations, exercises, acrostics, dialogues 
for Primary, Junior and Senior Departments. 
Price, 35 cents the copy. i 


THE PUBLICATION AND SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD OF THE 
REFORMED CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street, - 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


and Saturday the class will be directed by 
an official guide to various forms of Church 
and welfare work and to places of special 
interest. An alumnus has provided, for 
years, tickets for the Grand Opera, one of 
the most enjoyable features of the trip. 
On Sunday, two and sometimes three minis- 
ters are heard in their own pulpits. The 
way of conducting the services is often as 
helpful to the student as the hearing of 
the sermon. For this visit, which has been 
made for seven successive years, including 
the coming visit, we are deeply indebted 
to a number of ministers and members of 
our Church, most of whom have generously 
contributed to the Patrons’ Fund since 
1921. Out of this fund two lecturers are 
provided each year. 


7. The President has represented the 
Seminary and taken part in one way or 
another at the following functions: 


The Inauguration of Professor James 
Moffatt, D, D., as Washburn Professor of 


Church History in Union Theological Semi- 


nary, New York, November 9, 1927. . 


The Celebration of the One Hundredth 
Anniversary of the founding of the West- 
ern Theological Seminary, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
November 15, 1927. From this institution 
Dr. John W. Nevin was called to the Semi- 
nary at Mercersburg. ; 

A Conference on Christian Unity, with 
an enrollment of six hundred persons of 
twelve different Churches in the First 
Presbyterian Church, Baltimore, Md., Jan- 
uary 12 and 13. At the evening meeting 
the President delivered an address on 
‘¢Ways of Church Union’’ before an audi- 
ence of about eight hundred people. 

A Conference of College students with 


three hundred delegates will be held in © 


Gettysburg College, February 24 to 26; 
The President will conduct a group confer-_ 
ence and deliver the sermon on 
morning. 

After ten years of quiescence the A 
ciation of Schools, Colleges and Theol 
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cal Seminaries of the Reformed Church 
was revived at a meeting of the heads of 
these institutions at Atlantie City on Jan- 
uary 10 and 11. It was a great privilege 
to attend one of the sessions and to hear 
the reports of progress of each of the 
schools. Perhaps the Reformed Church has 
made more progress in its educational in- 
stitutions the last decade than in any other 
phase of its general work. 
Lancaster, Pa. 


CATAWBA COLLEGE ADMITTED TO 
THE ASSOCIATION OF AMERI- 
CAN COLLEGES 


The Association of American Colleges, 


*“*‘DOES IT PAY?’’ 


By Lois Johnson Erickson, in the ‘‘Chris- 
tian Observer’’ 

‘Does it pay to spend money for mis- 
sions??? 

‘Are the newly-made 
bets?’ ’’ 

“*Does it cost too much to convert them?’’ 

DOES IT PAY YOU TO SMOKE CIGA- 
RETTES? 


Does it pay to spend money to teach them, 

To fire them to ‘‘follow the gleam?’’ 

To share with them wonders of science? 

DOES IT PAY TO BUY SODAS AND 
CREAM? 


Does it pay to spend money to cure them 

Of their loathsome and deadly complaints, 

To cleanse their horrible lepers? 

DOES IT PAY YOU TO BUY POWDER 
AND PAINTS? 


Does it pay to spend money to save them, 

To work for God’s Kingdom to come? 

To conquer unspeakable evils? 

DOES IT PAY YOU TO CHEW CHEW- 
ING-GUM? 


Do you know what it really amounts to 
In the way we’re dividing our cash? 

Where we spend one dollar for missions, 
We are spending a thousand for trash! 


Christians ‘safe 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D. D. 


THE HAPPY MAN 


Text, Psalm 1:1, ‘‘Blessed is the man 
that walketh not in the counsel of the 
wicked, nor standeth in the way of sinners, 
nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers.’’ 


Having told you the secret of happiness, 
I want to tell you of the practical appli- 
cation of this secert—how it works itself 
out in the life and character of the indi- 
vidual, whether man or boy, woman or 
girl, 

The principle for happiness is the same 
for all persons—young and old, rich and 
poor: ‘*Whoso trusteth in the Lord, happy 
is he.?? The happy man is the one who, 
first of all, trusts in the Lord. He must 
know God, have faith in God, love God, 
trust in God, and obey God. hire, 

The word ‘‘Blessed’’ in our text is given 
as ‘‘Happy’’ in the margin. The words 
‘‘Blessed’’ and ‘‘Happy’’ mean the same 
thing. Wherever the word ‘‘Blessed’’ is 
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meeting at Atlantic City the week of Jan- 
uary 9th, admitted Catawba College to 
membership in the Association. This Asso- 
ciation is not an accrediting organization, 
and the admission of Catawba is in no wise 
an approval of the college or its work, 
Membership in the Association, however, 
does permit the college to representation, 
and a voice in the sessions of the Associa- 
tion, and more important still, the college 
will have the privilege, henceforth, of pro- 
fiting by the many important and helpful 
papers and discussions which make up the 
annual program of the Association. The 
representatives of Catawba College will 
also enjoy the privilege of meeting the rep- 
resentatives of other institutions, and of 


found in the Bible you can substitute the 
word ‘‘Happy’’ and you do not change 
the meaning. 

In the American Revised Version of the 
Bible all the psalms are properly printed 
as poetry. Our text should therefore be 
printed as follows: 


‘“‘Happy is the man that walketh not in 
the counsel of the wicked, 
Nor standeth in the way of sinners 
Nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers.’’ 


The Book of Psalms opens with a bene- 
diction, as does the Sermon on the Mount. 
Indeed, the word ‘‘Blessed,’’ or Happy, 
is found so much in the Bible that it might 
be called a Library of Happiness. 

But our text tells us the negative side 
of the happy man’s life—what he does not 
do. Did you ever stop to think that most 


of the unhappiness in this world is due to - 


these three classes of persons: the wicked, 
the sinners, and the ‘scoffers. The happy 
man is one who does not associate with 
them nor acts as they do. 

The trouble with this kind of person 
is that they do not know the secret of 
happiness or, at least, they do not use the 
key to happiness. They do not trust in 
God. That is why they are unhappy and 
cannot make any one else happy. And what 
is worst of all, those who come under their 
influence get farther and farther away 
from God. They take a downward course, 
going from bad to worse. At first they 
walk in the counsel of the wicked; then 
they get in deeper, and stand in the way 
of sinners; and at last they sit in the seat 
of seoffers, which is about as far from 
trusting in God as any. one can get. And it 
is no wonder they are unhappy. 

When the Psalmist tells us that this is 
not the course which the happy man takes, 
he means to imply that he walks in the 
counsel of the righteous: those who are 
right with God and put their trust in Him, 
and are therefore happy. But he makes 
progress in the good life: next he stands 
in the way of the redeemed, those from 
whom the sense of guilt, the great dis- 
turber of happiness, has been taken away. 
At last he sits in the seat of the wor- 
shippers of God—those who show their 
gratitude to Him for His goodness and 
merey, who delight in His Word, and who 
dedicate themselves to His service. 

The Psalmist says, in the second verse: 


‘‘But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; 
And on His law doth he meditate day 
and night.’’ 


That is why he is a happy man. He 
knows the word of God and loves it, like 
the Psalmist does when he says: 


SPARE TIME, 
writing for News- 
MV Experience unnecessary. 

How to Write for Pay,” Free. 
eporting Institute, 1296 St. Louis, Mo. 


How RELIGIOUS LIBERTY Was 
Written Into the American Constitution 


AHistory. By JOSEPH BONDY 


Delightfully written, it is a book anyone 
will enjoy, especially those who appreciate the 
freedom of Religious Worship in this country. 


PRICE $1.00 Post Prepaid 
The Oberlander Press, 628 N. Salina St., Syracuse, N. Y. 


EARN $25. WEEKLY 


apers and Magazines. 
Copyright Book, 
Press 


keeping abreast with the movements in the 
field of higher education. 


“Oh how I love Thy law! 
It is my meditation all the day.’’ 


He believes the promises of God and 
heeds His commandments and precepts, 
and all that contributes to his happiness. 
In the third verse the Psalmist shows 
what such an attitude will lead to: 


‘‘And he shall be like a tree planted by 
the streams of water, 
That bringeth forth its fruit in its sea- 
son, 
Whose leaf doth not wither; 
And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. ’” 


In order that he may make the char- 
acter of the happy man stand out in all its 
beauty and brightness in his picture, the 
Psalmists puts on some dark colors to show 


the fate of the wicked and unhappy per- 
sons: 


“‘The wicked are not so 

But are like the chaff which the wind 
driveth away. 

Therefore the wicked shall not stand in 
the judgment, 

Nor sinners in the congregations of the 
righteous. 

For Jehovah knoweth the way of the 
righteous; 

But the way of the wicked shall perish.’ 


There was a happy man by the name of 
Billy Bray. He was a Cornish miner, 
whose noble Christian life and character 
had been a blessing to hundreds of God’s 
children. He says of himself that, one 
day, when he was a little down-hearted, he 
stood upon the brink of a coal-pit; and 
some one seemed to say, ‘‘Now, Billy, just 
throw yourself down there and be rid of 
all your trouble.’’ He knew in a minute 
who it was, and, drawing back, said, ‘‘Oh 
no, Satan, you can just throw yourself 
down there. That is your way home; but 
I am going to my home in a different di- 
rection.’? 

_He had no business to be down-hearted. 
He had forgotten, for a moment, to use his 
key. Even good Christian people have 
their moments of doubt and fear when 
they forget to put their trust in God or 
neglect to use their key to happiness. Fear 
and worry are two of the greatest enemies 
to peace and happiness. But both of them 
are based on lack of trust in God. ‘‘Fear 
God and you shall have nothing else to 
fear,’’ said some one. And what good has 
ever come from worry? Three-fourths of 
all the worry in the world is unfounded 
and unnnecessary, and the other fourth is 
useless because it cannot in the least 
remedy the trouble which caused the 
worry. The real antidotes to fear and 
worry are faith and trust in God. 
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On another occasion, Billy Bray tells us, 
his crop of potatoes turned out poorly. And 


as he was digging them in the fall, Satan 
was at his elbow, and said, ‘‘There Billy, 
isn’t that poor pay for serving your Father 


the way you have all the year? Just see 
those small potatoes.’’ He stopped his 
hoeing and replied, ‘‘Ah, Satan, at it 


again, talking against my Father; bless 
His name! Why, when I served you, I 
didn’t get any potatoes at all. What are 


you talking against my Father for?’’? And 
on he went hoeing, and praising the Lord 
for small potatoes. 

The happy man and all other happy per- 
sons are pictured by our Lord in the in- 
troduction to the Sermon on the Mount, in 
what are usually called ‘‘the Beati- 
tudes.’? These bring out the fact that 
happiness does not depend upon outward 
conditions or possessions, but is a quality 
of the inner spirit. I will substitute the 
word ‘‘Happy’’ for ‘‘Blessed.’’ 

‘‘Happy are the poor in spirit: for 
their’s is the kingdom of heaven.’’ This 
has nothing to do with money. It has 
same meaning as when Jesus said, ‘‘He 
that humbleth himself shall be exalted.’’ 
The reason such persons are happy is be- 
cause they think more highly of God than 
they do of themselves and therefore put 
their trust in Him. Those who are little 
in their own sight shall be great in God’s 
sight, and the poverty of the spirit shall 
be rewarded with the riches of the king- 
dom. 

‘‘Happy are they that mourn: for they 
shall be comforted.’? This seems like a 
contradiction; but it is possible to be 
happy when sorrowing, and they who sow 
in tears shall reap in joy. 

‘‘Happy are the meek: for they shall in- 
herit the earth.’? Jesus was meek and 
lowly, and He was supremely happy and is 
the Source of all true happiness. 

‘‘Happy are they that hunger and thirst 
after righteouness: for they shall be 
filled.’’ This seems to be the greatest 
source of happiness, because God fills the 
hungry with good things. The Bread of 
life and the Water of life are freely given 
them. 

‘«Happy are the merciful: for they shall 
obtain merey.’*- With our love for God 
we must join our love for man. Merciless 
people cannot be happy. 

“Happy are the pure in heart: for they 
shall see God.’’ Purity and happiness are 
twin sisters. 

‘‘Happy are the peacemakers: for they 
shall be called sons of God.’’ Putting 
their trust in God they seek to live peace- 
ably with all men. 

‘«Happy are they whieh have been per- 
secuted for righteousness’ sake: for their’s 
is the kingdom of heaven.’’ St. Paul in 
prison was happier than Caesar on his 
throne. To be supremely happy we must 
be like Christ. 


A door-knocker is missing from Wind- 
sor Castle. One theory is that an Ameri- 
ean took it as a souvenir because the au- 
thorities refused to sell him the building. 
—Humorist. 


“*Round steak, madam???’ 
‘«The shape doesn’t interest me so long 
as it’s tender.’’ 


CHERRY PIE 


Frances Margaret Fox 


Virginia’s Uncle Harry lives in Old 
Mackinaw. He owns a cherry tree, and 
he likes cherry pie. In the late spring- 
time the cherry tree was so full of blossoms 
it looked like a huge bouquet. In the early 
summer, when the wind had blown away 


the white petals of the blossoms, big green 
cherries began to grow all over that cherry 
tree. At last they turned a beautiful red 
color. 

There was no trouble until the cherries 
were red and almost ripe enough for cherry 
pie. 

One morning before breakfast when 
Unele Harry looked out of the window he 
said, ‘‘Some one has been stealing my 
cherries! ’? 

Sure enough, there were not nearly so 
many cherries on the tree as there had 
been the night before. Uncle Harry and 
Aunt Edith tasted of the cherries, but they 
were sour. 

‘“‘They are not ripe enough yet for 
cherry pie,’’? Aunt Edith told little Vir- 
ginia. 

The next morning when the family 
looked out of the window before breakfast, 
Uncle Harry said once more, ‘‘Some one 
has been stealing my cherries!’’ He felt 
rather cross, 

Next morning more cherries were gone, 
and the morning after that, still more were 
missing. At last, one day, Uncle Harry 
said—and this time .he was cross—‘‘ Bad 
little boys are stealing my cherries! ’’ 

That same day Aunt Edith looked at the 
cherry tree and remarked, ‘‘If this keeps 
on we shall not have enough cherries left 
for one pie!’’ Then Uncle Harry was so 
cross Uncle Bud, whose real name was 
James, and Aunt Louise, laughed, but Aunt 
Edith didn’t. She said again, ‘‘ We shall 
not have enough cherries left for one pie!’’ 

‘«Bad little boys are stealing my cher- 
ries!’?? Uncle Harry repeated. ‘‘You just 
wait until I catch them!’’ 

Now Uncle Harry should have known 
that there are no bad little boys in Old 
Mackinaw. Maybe there were bad little 
boys in Mackinaw two hundred years ago, 
in the days of the Indians, when the fort 
was here. But the French who built the 
fort marched away at the close of the 
French’ and Indian War. The English, who 
held the fort after that, feared that the 
soldiers of the American Revolution would 
come and take it away, from them, so they 
moved it to the Island in the Straits of 
Mackinaw. There may have been one bad 
little boy away back in the Old Fort days, 
but not now. ‘Uncle Harry should have 
known better. He was a little boy here 
himself once, and he was good. 

‘‘Now Bud,’’ said he at bedtime one 
night, ‘‘you like to get up early. Tomor- 
row morning you watch the cherry tree. 
The minute you see the boys coming, you 
eall me, and then see what’ll happen— 
Stealing my cherries—I’ll give them some- 
thing that won’t be as good as cherry 
pie!’’ 

Next morning Uncle Bud rose early and 
watched the cherry tree. He had been 
sitting by the window only a few minutes, 
when the boys came. They were a father 
robin and a mother robin, and they seemed 
to believe that the tree belonged to them. 
They each picked a cherry and flew away 
with it. They kept this up until Bud 
began to wonder what they were doing 
with the cherries. He went out softly and 
soon knew the whole story. 

In a spruce tree near by those two robins 
had a nest. In the nest were four of the 
hungriest baby robins that Bud ever saw. 
They seemed to be all mouth. Their four 
mouths, that were orange-colored inside, 
were wide open. The nest seemed full of 
nothing but mouths. It kept the father 
and mother robin busy filling those four 
cherry baskets with red cherries. The 
mouths didn’t stay filled. The old robins 
worked fast bringing cherries, but it 
didn’t seem to do much good. The four 
mouths were wide open nearly all the time, 
waiting to be filled with more cherries. 
It was like trying to fill four bottomless 
baskets hanging in the air! 

Uncle Bud forgot to tell Unele Harry to 


«Hive? 


come. By the time the family called Bud 
to breakfast, he was sorry he couldn’t help 
the old robins feed Uncle Harry’s cherries 
to their hungry nestlings. ‘‘ It would be 
more fun than eating cherry pie,’’ said he. 

Uncle Harry and the whole family 
laughed and felt the same way about it 
when they found out where the cherries 
were going. That day a good-looking man 
said to Uncle Harry, ‘‘If I were you I 
would get a shotgun and save my cherries. 
I’d show those robins.’’ 

Little Virginia was not a bit scared. 
She knew that her Uncle Harry would say 
exactly what he did. 

‘“Who cares about a few old cherries! ’’ 
said that good man. ‘‘Let the robins have 
them! ’’ 

Now this is what the robins said all day 
long, about Uncle Harry’s cherry pie: 


““Cheer up? 
Cheer up? 
Our cherry pie! 


Cheer up? 
Cheer up? 
Our cherry pie!’’ 
Unele Harry didn’t get a bite, and that’s 
all. 
[All rights reserved] 


When Sunday Comes 


BY JOHN ANDREW HOLMES 


Making the Church attractive to 
sinners should end where making it 
repulsive to God begins. 


LOST KEY RESTORED IN ANSWER. 


TO PRAYER 
By Miss Minerva Weil 

It was early Sunday morning in a farm 
house at the Tang home, among the ‘‘ Bee 
mountains, in Hunan Provinee, 
China, that Grandmother Tang discovered 
that she had mislaid the key to her rice 
bin. 

Something very unusual had happened 
in her home the night before; three for- 
eigners (Mr. Beck, Miss Koebbe and my~ 
self) had been brought there late at night. 
by a group of bandits, who, insisting they 
were ‘‘brothers’’ and not bandits, demand- 
ed a bath for each and sleeping accommo- 
dations for one night only, although as it — 
proved later, the visit was extended for 
nearly a week. True to Oriental hospital- 
ity, Mrs. Tang gave her guest bed for Miss. 
Koebbe and myself. Mr. Beck was kept 
with the ‘‘brothers,’’ who slept on some 
straw on the ground floor of another room, 

When we learned that the hiding place 
of the precious key was somewhere about. 
the guest bed, Miss Koebbe and I helped 
Mrs. Tang to remove the covers she had 
loaned us and the straw which was used 
as a mattress; but the key could not be 
located. On Monday, whenever Mrs. Tang: 
had time, we helped her search for the lost: — 
key. By Tuesday she was desperate and — 
said, ‘‘I must have that key, what can you 
do about it?’’ 

I had taught her Scripture verses and 
Chinese tracts that tell of Jesus and His. 
love; of His death, burial, resurrection, as- 
cension and of His coming back again to. 
earth; then she said, ‘‘ What can Christ do 
for me in this difficulty?’’ We had had 
prayer together before, so when I sug- 
gested we have prayer and ask Christ to 


help her remember where she had put the © 


key, she agreed that we pray for it. After 


a very short prayer, in Chinese, asking our 


Lord to glorify Himself by helping Mrs. 
Tang find the key, I went over to the be 
once more to look for the key. Mrs. 
stopped me and said, ‘‘Don’t go ove 
there, while you are praying, I remember 
where I put the key, in the exe 
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Saturday night.’? She reached up and 
from the top of a high cupboard produced 
the lost key. 

Afterward I heard her tell callers about 
the Christ who helped her remember where 
she had put the key, but her face just 
beamed when she told of her new found 
hope in the resurrection thru faith in 
Christ. She had never before heard of any 
one who had come back to life after death. 

Pray that thru Mrs. Tang many others 
may ‘‘learn to know Him and the power of 
His resurrection.’’ 


Family Altar Column 


February 6 to 12 


Dr. Frank Grether 
““Thy Kingdom Come.’’ 
‘*Ye Men of Christ, Awake!’’ 


Thought: 
Hymn: 


February 6, Monday—Jesus Pictures the 
Kingdom of God. Mark 4:26-34. 

As the Creator has adapted the wheat to 
the soil, so His word to the human heart. 
Take courage, ye parents, preachers and 
teachers; calm your aching hearts and be 
patient, if your precepts are not immedi- 
ately effective. The seed must have time 
to root, sprout and grow. During a 
drouth it may lie dormant until the rain 
softens the ground and the sunlight quick- 
ens the germ; that is, till the tears of re- 
pentance flow and the Spirit of God calls 
to remembrance His holy precepts. Be- 
sides, the seed may be secretly growing 
better than you think. Growth both in 
the natural and in the spiritual world is a 
mystery beyond our comprehension. The 
beginning, like the mustard seed, may be 
very small; but the result may exceed our 
expectation. In the day of reaping, that 
last day, it shall be revealed to the sower 
what his prayerful efforts have accomplish- 
ed, so that they who sowed in tears shall 
reap in joy. 

Prayer: 
Lord, that by faithful parents and teach- 
ers the good seed of Thy word was sown 
in our minds and hearts. We also thank 
Thee, that the ways of Providence have 
promoted its growth, and that Thy Holy 
Spirit has often called to remembrance pre- 
cepts long forgotten. Help us with all 
diligence to instruct those entrusted to our 
care and guidance, and if our efforts some- 
times seem fruitless, yet to wait patiently, 
as we pray for Thy blessing, till the wheat 
attain its full growth and ripen for Thy 
garner. Amen. 


February 7, Tuesday—The Parable of the 
Sower. Matthew 13:1-9. 


(See the devotion for January 26). From 
sand and rocks, figtrees and lilies, wolves 
and eagles, sickles and nets, beggars and 
bridegrooms our Savior drew illustrations 
to put life and color into His teaching. 
Few occurrences escaped His observation. 
He saw the widow deposit the mites, the 
children playing in the streets, the fox 
skulking away in his den, the woman 
kneading her dough or sweeping her house, 
the steward, dismissed for his dishonesty, 
too delicate to dig and ashamed to beg. 
From these and a hundred such lessons He 
drew the profoundest spiritual truths. If 
to anybody, the lessons of Jesus should 
appeal to the farmer, as so many of them 
were taken from His field of activity. Yet 
the city man, too, finds his experiences: 
the labor market, the bank, debtors and 
creditors, thieves and robbers, merchants 
like the pearl buyer, and commercial 
travelers like the good Samaritan, and the 
light of the city shining far out into the 
surrounding darkness—all used by the Mas- 
ter to illustrate His precepts. ‘‘ All things 
perishable are but parables.’’ 


We render thanks to Thee, O. 


Prayer: Thy word is very precious to 
us, O Lord. May it be a lamp to our feet, 
and a light to our pathway. As we behold 
the marvelous works of God and the cur- 
rents of human life about us may we be 
reminded of the lessons Thou hast taught 
and grow in knowledge and grace. Amen. 


February 8, Wednesday—The Parable of 
the Tares. Matthew 13:24-30. 


The tares resemble the wheat, especially 
in the earlier stages of growth, and their 
roots intertwine with those of the wheat. 
If the servants were permitted to pull the 
tares, they would also pull up may a 
stolon of wheat. The devil, that malicious 
spirit who is the enemy of God and every- 
thing godly, secretly and darkly sows his 
tares among the wheat. Unbelievers and 
hypocrites, his subservient spirits, appear, 
as he himself did, among the sons of God 
(Job 1:6). More than once the Church 
has tried to exterminate the tares, but a 
Hus and a Tyndal burning at the stake 
proves how fallible human judgments are. 
Discipline must be upheld in the Chureh— 
unbelievers, scorners and godless men 
should be expelled; but only God has a 
right to order their extermination. And 
He will. ‘‘The ungodly shall not stand in 
the judgment, nor sinners in the congre- 
gation of the righteous’’ (Ps. 1:5). 

Prayer: All-seeing and almighty God, 
Thou knowest how trying it is for us to see 
wickedness in high places, to see the courts 
of Thy sanctuary desecrated by men un- 
worthy to be numbered among Thy people. 
Thy judgments are true, and righteous al- 
together. Preserve Thy Church, supply her 
with teachers after their own hearts, sanc- 
tify Thy people, and keep us from harsh 
judgments and presumptuous sins. We ask 
it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


February 9, Thursday—The Parables of 
the Mustard Seed and the Leaven. 
Matthew 13:31-35. 


In these two parables some interpreters, 
especially those who sit in judgment upon 
all Churches and call them Babel while 
they form little pious coteries of their 
own, find the points of the parables in the 
woman, the leaven and the birds as sym- 
bols of the worldliness that so easily in- 
vades the Church. But the Master is pic- 
turing the growth of the kingdom of God 
from its small beginning, and its all per- 
vasive power. The gospel is influencing 
not only the members of the Church, but 
through them and their Christian lives it 
is influencing neighborhoods and nations. 
Christians are the salt of the earth. Many 
who deride the Church would soon abandon 
a neighborhood that lost its Churches and 
sank into barbarism, as birds abandon a 
sheltering tree when it crashes to the 
ground. 

Prayer: O Lord, our Lord, how happy 
we are that Thou hast gathered us to Thy 
people, and that we may enjoy the bless- 
ings of Thy sanctuary! Continue to bless 
Thy Church, and propagate Thy kingdom 
among men. Endow us with such a measure 
of Thy Divine Spirit that we may truly 
be the salt of the earth. Bless our state 
and nation, and fill those in authority over 
us with the fear of God, that we may lead 
a quiet and peaceful life in all godliness 
and honesty. Amen. 


February 10, Friday—Subjects of the 
Kingdom. Matthew 7:15-27. 

Unless we have built our house on the 
solid foundation of God’s eternal truth, as 
the Savior interpreted it in His Sermon on 
the Mount, it is doomed to destruction. 
To deny the truth, to fail to do the will of 
the Father, and yet with pious phrases to 
clamor for admission to the kingdom of 
God because we have cast out devils and 
done many mighty wonders in the name of 
the Lord, is religious frenzy and a falla- 


= 
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cious hope. The prophet may be known 
by his message, as the tree is known by its 
fruit. False prophets make themselves the 
center of their teaching and desire allegi- 
ance to themselves as the only true inter- 
preters of the mysteries of God and etern- 
ity. Oh, that Christians would heed the 
caution of the Savior: ‘‘There shall arise 
false Christs and false prophets, and shall 
show great signs and wonders; insomuch 
that, if it were possible, they shall deceive 
the very elect’’ (Matthew 24:24). 

Prayer: Almighty Shepherd of Thy 
sheep, let no power on earth or in hell 
pluck us out of Thy hand. Oh, let us not 
fall a prey to the false prophets, those 
ravening wolves that imperil our souls by 
seducing us away from Thee, our only and 
sufficient Savior! Having Thee, O Lord, 
what should we desire beside Thee? Guide 
us by Thy counsel, and afterwards receive 
us to glory, God, the Rock of our salvation. 
Amen. 


February 11, Saturday—The Everlasting 
Kingdom. Psalm 45:1-13. 

A king may have large domains, palaces 
and thrones, but if he had only these he 
would be a poor king indeed and very 
lonely and unhappy. No, he must have 
Subjects who can appreciate his power and 
glory, and celebrate his justice and clem- 
ency. His subjects are his real kingdom. 
We might consider the infinite universe the 
kingdom of God; but the whole creation 
with its mighty wheels full of eyes and 
the representatives of all things personi- 
fied in the four living creatures that bear 
and move it in its immense revolutions, is 
but ‘‘the fiery wheel-ed throne of God’? 
(Ezekiel 1). Angels and man alone are en- 
dowed with the intelligence necessary to 
appreciate and celebrate the power, the 
majesty and wisdom of God. Within this 
infinite circle is the smaller circle of 
saints redeemed who can sing: ‘‘The Lord 
is gracious and full of compassion, slow to 
anger and of great merecy.’’ 

Prayer: ‘‘Thy kingdom, O God, is an 
everlasting kingdom, and Thy dominion en- 
dureth throughout all generations.’? When 
I consider the heavens, the work of Thy 
fingers, and the moon and the stars which 
Thou hast ordained; what is man, that 
Thou art mindful of him? and the son of 
man, that Thou visiteth him? Yet thou hast 
visited and redeemed Thy people. Insig- 
nificant as we are in the realm of creation, 
and moreover sinful, too, Thou hast had 
compassion on us. Thou hast lifted us up to 
such heights of happiness and glory, that 
we can only worship and adore, and praise 
Thee forever. Amen. 


February 12, Sunday—Joshua Emancipates 

and Saves Israel. Joshua 11:15-23. 

For their vicious and cruel idolatry the 
Canaanites were exterminated to make 
room for the people chosen of God to be 
the preservers and bearers of His holy 
revelation. Joshua is the Hebrew form of 
the name of Jesus; and Joshua was a type 
of Jesus. He achieved an inheritance and 
a rest for Israel, but the real inheritance 
of the people of God and their enduring 
peace and rest was to be achieved by a 
greater Joshua (Hebrews 4:8 and 9). Not 
with the exterminating sword did our 
Joshua, Jesus of Nazareth, emancipate His 
people and save us, but with His own preci- 
ous blood. Neither is our inheritance an 
earthly inheritance of valleys and hills 
with herds of cattle, with grapes, pomgran- 
ates and figs, but a heavenly, a spiritual 
inheritance with fruits far more charming 
and enduring (Galatians 5:22 and 23). And 
they who by the Spirit of God produce 
such fruit, have the hope of heaven in 
their hearts and shall finally be transplant- 
ed into the Paradise of God. 

Prayer: On this Thy holy day, we, O 
God, do thank Thee for the good Book, Thy 
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holy revelation, which has come down to 
us through many generations. We thank 
Thee that we have been emancipated by 
our Jesus to be Thy children and to par- 
take of that enduring rest that awaiteth 
the people of God. Enrich us with the 
fruit of the Spirit that Thou mayest take 
pleasure in us, and we may cherish the 
hope of eternal life. Amen. 


HISTORICAL OR LOAN INTEREST 

‘‘This house goes back to John and 
Priscilla Alden.’’ 

‘Oh, that’s too bad. Couldn’t you 
make the payments?’’—Judge. 


‘‘T make my living with my pen.’’ 
‘“Oh, you are an author?’’ 
‘‘Oh, no. I raise pigs.’’ 


Bible Thought This Week 


LOVE CASTS OUT FEAR: 

—There is no fear in love; 

but perfect love casteth out fear; because 

fear hath torment. He that feareth is 
not made perfect in love.—1 John 4:18. 


Birthday Greetings 


Alliene S. DeChant 

Five guesses: Guess who gave a gift ot 
money to a needy minister on Christmas? 
Peep over my left shoulder and read the 
note Miss Loraine Heagy, of Pastor F. W. 
Teske’s Harrisburg Church, sent me: 
‘«Several times, I believe, I have read in 
‘Birthday Greetings’ items about aged 
ministers or minister’s widows. Do you 
know of any such case where a small gift 
of money, from the Girls’ Missionary Guild 
would be acceptable?’’ 

Guess who sent umbrellas to our Bethany 
Orphans’ Home? Why, the Mission Band 
and the Girls’ Missionary Guild of Trinity 
Church, Skippack. Miss Catharine Carfalo, 
a Collegeville Conference girl, told me all 
about it. 

Guess who helped to make happy the 
Hoffman Orphanage boys and gills at 
Mount Alto, on Christmas? Why, Mrs. 
Gilbert A. Deitz’s Sunday School class of 
girls at Zion’s, York, ‘‘My girls,’’ Mrs. 
Deitz wrote me, ‘‘decided to send books 
to the girls and boys at South Mountain. 
Last Friday at a class meeting we wrapped 
and addressed the packages. I think books 
make lovely packages and these looked 80 
pretty in their red coats that the girls said 
they ’d like to have one give nto them. All 
fifteen of us thank you for giving us the 
chance of giving cheer and having such a 
good time doing it.’’ 

Guess who made Mrs. V. D. Grubb, of 
Brownback’s, Pa., and Mrs. Warren C. 
Hess, of Avon, Pa., very happy? Why, 
their Girls’ Missionary Guild (and the 
Avon W. M. 8.) made them life members 
of our General Synod! $25 gifts, those 
are! 

And guess who went to Hoffman Orphan- 
age and gave the children a dinner of 
‘chicken noodle soup with all the fixings’’ 
and later baked 75 DOZEN sugar cookies 
for them? Why, the W. M.S. of Jefferson 
Charge, and their friends, under the in- 
spiration of Mrs. Paul D. Yoder, the pas- 
tor’s busy wife. 

‘‘Love gifts of money, of noodles and 
cookies, of books, of umbrellas and of Life 
Memberships’? greetings this week, to all 
my Birthday Club folks who give good 
measure, pressed down and running over, 
and have ‘‘A GOOD TIME DOING IT.’’ 

P. S.—Dr. Eugene L. McLean, of our 
Board of Ministerial Relief, has sent your 
Birthday Lady a list of especially needy 
ministers, so if more of you want to do, in 


1928, what Miss Heagy’s girls did in 1927, 
let me give you a peep at that list. 

We proudly and gladly welcome 92 new 
members: 42 from Sabillasville, Md., 42 
from Allentown and nearby; and 8 from 
Big Spring, Md. They bring our grand 
total up to 7,539. Quite an army, aren’t 
we? 


A Brave Little Boy Of 
Long Ago 


Frances Margaret Fox 


The little boy was called Jimmy, and the 
home where he was born about one hun- 
dred years ago was a log cabin surrounded 
by the vast Ohio forest. Ohio was new 
then, and there were no cities there at that 
time. 

Jimmy’s father and his Uncle Amos 
were brothers who wished to own farms. 
That was why they bought wilderness land 
two miles and a half away from the near- 
est road and cut down trees to make a 
trail wide enough for their ox-teams to 
travel. After that, they cut down more 
trees and made two clearings in the forest 
for their two cabin homes. Their brother 
Thomas also had a new farm about four 
miles away. 

There were bears and deer, raccoons, 
foxes, and wolves in the forest. There 
were Indians, too. 

The cabin where our Jimmy was born 
was square, with a door in the middle and 
a small window in each end. It was rather 
gloomy. There were other cabins like it 
in the forest, but the nearest one was 
nearly two miles away. 

Jimmy’s father worked hard cutting 
down trees to make fields where corn and 
wheat could grow and for a garden spot. 
He planted apple trees and cherry trees, 
and the children of the two families were 
happy. A log schoolhouse was built not 
far from the two cabins, and all the neigh- 
bors were glad, even though they did live 
so far apart. 

Then one sad day when Jimmy’s father 
was burning brush on the new farm, the 
fire spread to his fences and the woods, 
and it was only by hard work that the 
cabin was saved. 

The big, strong man fought the fire 
until if was out. Then, warm and tired as 
he was, he sat down to rest in his doorway 
in a cold. breeze. He caught a cold and 
died.three days later. 

The neighbors were sorry for Jimmy’s 
mother. They believed that she would 
have to give him away. He was only a 
baby, just learning to walk, and there 
were three other children. How could the 
mother take care of them? 

‘*She will surely have to-sell the farm,’’ 
one of the neighbors said, ‘‘ because there 
is no one now to cut down trees and dig 
out stumps, and make fences, and plow, 
and plant wheeat and corn. Poor woman, 
she will have to give little Jimmy away, 
and the girls, too, perhaps.’’ 


The mother, though, said she would keep 
the four children and their home. She 
could work, and her big boy Thomas 
would help her. He did, too, and Unele 
Amos and Uncle Thomas and the kind 
neighbors did all they could to help. 
Twenty acres of the farm were sold to 
pay what had to be paid. Then the little 
family had thirty aeres left and two cows. 

The big boy Thomas did the farm work 
and the milking, and then worked for ‘the 
neighbors, so that he could earn money for 
his mother. One time he did extra work 
to earn money, so that little Jimmy could 
have a new pair of shoes. The shoemaker 
used to go to the houses in those days to 
make shoes. 


It is no wonder that when little Jimmy 
grew older he was a good boy to his 
mother. His big brother and the two 
sisters used to say to him while he was 
still only a baby, ‘‘Take care of mother, 
Jimmy, and help her all you ean!”? 

Jimmy’s mother used to say to him over 
and over, ‘‘ Always tell the truth, my child. 
Never tell a lie.’’ 

So the little boy Jimmy always tried to 
take care of his mother. He helped her 
all he could. He used to bring in the 
wood at night for the morning fire, and he 
carried water from the spring. He worked 
in the garden, and was such a good little 
boy his mother was proud of him. Of 
course, he never told a lie. 

But Jimmy was a timid boy. He was 
afraid of the wild beasts in the forest, es- 
pecially the big bears and the wolves that 
howled all night. He was not brave like 
his big brother. He was often sent on 
errands to his Uncle Thomas’ house, and 
he didn’t like to go because he was always 
afraid he might meet a bear or a wolf or 
an Indian. Uncle Thomas lived about four 
miles away, and the path leading to his 
house was through thick woods. One hun- 
dred years ago, a boy had to be brave if 
he hoped to be a real comfort to his mother. 

One afternoon, when Jimmy went on an 
errand to his Uncle’s house, the evening 
came suddenly. This was because a shower 


turned into a hard storm, and darkness © 


made the forest black much earlier than 
usual, 
and his cousins all said, ‘‘You must stay 
all night. You must not think of going 
home in the dark!’ 

It was getting darker every minute, but 
Jimmy answered that he would have to go 
home or his mother would be worried. His 
aunt and his cousins begged him to stay, 
but the little fellow would not listen, 

Out he went into the night. It was a 
cold, wet, black night. The trees moaned 
and cracked in the wind. At every step 
Jimmy expected to meet an Indian. After 
hé had gone half a mile toward home he 
was so frightened that he turned round 
and ran back to his uncle’s house as fast 
as he could go. He thought a bear was 
after him. It seemed good to see the 
candlelight streaming through the win- 
dows. 

But as soon as Jimmy stepped inside the 
cheerful house he felt ashamed and said he 
was going to start straight back again 
through the woods. This time the hired 
man said, ‘‘Jimmy boy, you better stay 
here and wait until morning! ’’ 

‘But my mother will worry about me,’” 
the child answered. ‘‘I must go.’? 

‘*Do stay all night,’’ urged the hired 
man, ‘You can tell your mother the mud 
was so deep you couldn’t get home after 
dark! ?? ; 

““No, I cannot tell my mother what is 
not true, and I don’t want her to know 
that I am afraid. Besides, she will worry, 
and I must go!’? ae 

That time the little boy ran all the way 
home except when he had to stop for 
breath, through the moaning, creaking 
woods. His mother was glad to see him. 
She said he was her brave boy, and she 
was proud of him. j eet 


Who do you suppose that little boy was 


He was James A. Garfield, who, when he 
grew to be a man, became President of 


the United States! 
[All rights reserved] 


THE PASTOR SAYS 
By John Andrew Holmes — 


A fine way to enlarge the heart is” 


rd 


to crowd in another genuine friend- _ 
ship. oh had 


Jimmy’s Uncle Thomas, his aunt, — 
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Seal 
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HERE’S A PICTURE AND A PUZZLE 
Dear Little Girls: 

Would you like to know who these two 
little girls are? Well, they are just dolls, 
you see. The one is an American doll—a 
‘“friendship doll.’’ About two hundred of 
these little friends came to Sendai and a 
big reception was given them by our 
Mayor, and hundreds of little boys and 


girls and mammas and papas went to see 
them and to tell them how very welcome 
they were and how happy they were to see 
them. You see the doll has with her her 
baggage and also her passport, so she had 
no trouble in reaching Sendai. The Japa- 
nese doll is a student in our Sei Ai (Pure 
Love) Kindergarten and she went to the 
reception to greet the dolls from America. 
Don’t you see how happy she is to shake 
hands with the American doll? And when 
she returned from the reception she 
brought with her one of the friendship 
dolls, who will always remain with us and 
help to make our little girls and boys in 
the Kindergarten happy by her loving 
smile of friendship. We are sorry, though, 
that her passport does not give her family 
name. Her given name is Barbara Jean 
and she was born in Highland Park. But 
as the address is not in full we are not able 
to inform her papa and mamma of her safe 
arrival in Sendai. We will take good 
care of her and some day her papa and 
mamma will know that our children all 
love her dearly. 
—Mrs. D. B. Schneder. 
Sendai, Japan. 


VERY ODD 


English Advertisement: ‘‘Wanted: An 
air compressor for compressing air.’’ 

Isn’t it strange the odd uses to which 
people put things.—Boston Transcript. 


‘“Why do you eall alarm clock 
Macbeth??’’ 


““Macbeth doth murder sleep.’’ 


your 


ADDITIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


(Continued from Front) 


Rev. R. W. Blemker, pastor of First 
Church, Canton, Ohio, started on Jan, 15 
to preach a series of morning sermons on 
‘‘The Jesus Way of Living.’’ The series 
of evening sermons will deal with the fae- 
tors and problems that arise between boys 
and girls and between men and women 
from the time of early friendships and 
courtships through marriage and on to the 
time when they have grown old together. 


The following lines were written by Dr. 
Robert J. Burdette, many years ago. They 
are worth committing to memory. They 
set forth a fine goal, which you 
should strive to attain during this new 
year: ‘‘I will keep my life sweet with the 
words of kindness; my heart pure with 
noble ideals; my hands clean with honor- 
able deeds. I will keep my body sacred 
and my soul free. I will strive to be rich 
in love; strong in gentleness; untiring in 
patience; abundant in hope. I will serve 
God by helping some of His children. I will 
try always to be better than my word and 
more liberal than my promise; every day 
I will make the most of myself and the 
best of myself, and so be ready for the 
opportunities which God daily sends to 
those who are ready for them. I will— 
today.’’—‘‘Our Reminder,’’ Zion Church, 
York, Pa. 


In Freeburg, Pa., Charge, Rev. W. 8S. Ger- 
hard, pastor, the special evangelistic ser- 
vices throughout the charge during October 
and November, were very successful, at 
least as far-as the attendance was con- 
cerned, and we trust that impressions were 
made which will be eternal. The record 
in attendance was made at Richfield, a 
town of about 250, where there are 7 
Churches. Our little congregation of loyal 
people numbers about 45. The services 
were held in the Lutheran Church as our 
Church is being renovated, and the services 
started off Sunday evening with an at- 
tendance of 225 and closed Saturday even- 
ing with an attendance of 360, The small- 


est attendance during the week was 165. 
A close comeptitor was St. Peter’s, a little 
Church in the open country surrounded by 
woods and hills. Our membership here is 
42, and on the closing night over 200 peo- 
ple were crowded into the little Chureh 
and overflowed to the outside. The at- 
tendance at all of the other Churches, Free- 
burg, Verdilla, Fremont and Niemond’s 
was also very good. At Niemond’s, also in 
the open country with a dangerous hill af- 
fording the only means of approach on 
either side, on the opening night there was 
a down-pour of rain so that the pastor was 
strongly tempted to remain at home, feeling 
that none of the members would venture 
out, but when he and Brother Rupley, the 
preacher for the evening, arrived, both were 
surprised to see 8 or 9 automobiles on the 
hill-side and to find 45 or 50 people in the 
Chureh. The pastor was also surprised to 
find the Chureh so brightly lighted, as at 
other times when evening services have 
been held, only a few oil lamps supplied 
a dim light. Upon investigation it was 
learned that Elder W. A. Lauver had load- 
ed his private Deleo lighting system on 
his truck and brought them up to the 
Church, had secured an electrician to 
string some wires and the Church was as 
brightly illuminated as though it had ac- 
cess to a regular electrie lighting system. 
The charge united with ten other Charges 
of the Classis in a simlutaneous campaign 
with general exchange of pulpits, but the 
pastor looked after the Sunday work and 
the pastoral and the personal work during 
the week. Throughout the campaign music 
was most acceptably furnished by Mr. John 
Applebach, the blind singer of Lancaster, 
whose messages will not soon be forgotten, 
Other special musie was furnished from 
time to time by members and friends of 
the charge. Six new members were re- 
ceived by confirmation, three at Niemond’s 
and three at Verdilla, catechetical classes 
having been conducted in both of these 
congregations during the summer. The 


Clergymens’ Co-operative 
Beneficial Association 


For the year ending December 31, 1927 
ANNUITY FUND.............$296,667.50 
An increase of $39,188.68, or over 15% 
Ledger Assets of 

Total Benefits Paid 


Teachers’ 
Protective Union 


OLD AGE FUND $302,371.74 
An increase of $37,399.29, or 18% 
Wed Ser ASSCts Naat sisteiet aero ster 332,394.06 
or 17% increase 


Total Benefits Paid 130,004.21 


work has gone on without interruption, al- 
though the roads are sometimes almost im- 
passable, but the sacrifices, if such they 
be, have their reward in the appreciative 
congregations. Splendid Christmas ser- 
vices were held at Freeburg, Fremont and 
Verdilla on Christmas Eve. In the three 
other congregations special offerings were 
received for the Bethany Home and the 
Near Hast Relief on a recent Sunday. At 
Freeburg the most thorough Every Mem- 
ber Visitation ever undertaken, at least in 
recent years, was carried out on the second 
Sunday in December. Eighteen persons, 
men and women, going out two by two, 
visited practically every home included in 
the resident membership. While the result, 
from the standpoint of pledges made, was 
not all that might be desired, the visitation 
itself was well worth while and its effects 
are seen in increased attendance, and 


an awakened interest. Christmas even- 
ing a message of the ‘‘Inearnation’’ 
was presented and two weeks later 


on the theme, ‘‘Complete in Him, or Real 
Men and Women.’’ Sunday evening, Jan. 
22, a lesson from the Wise Men was given 
including the telling of Van Dyke’s story 
of ‘‘The Other Wise Man,’’ illustrated 
with 60 lantern slides secured from the 
State museum. Feb. 5 will be Educational 
Sunday on which day the teachers and 
pupils of the public schools will be invited 
to have a part in the service. On Feb. 19, 
Foreign Mission service will be observed. 
An inside stairway leading from the Sun- 
day School toom to the Church auditorium 
is being constructed and other improve- 
ments to the Sunday School are being 
made. The little Church at Richfield is 
A pipe- 


undergoing extensive renovations. 
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less furnace has been placed in the cellar to 
take the place of the old stove, a new 
floor has been laid, new, up-to-date win- 
dows have taken the place of the old ones, 
new pews will be installed and the walls 
papered. A vestibule has also been con- 
structed and a central door and aisle takes 
the place of the two doors and aisles 
of the old style. Best of all, sufficient 
money has been pledged, so that this, to- 
gether with the neat sum which the ladies 
of the congregation had already accumu- 


lated, makes it particularly certain that 
the Church will be re-dedicated free of 
debt. Mr. E. E, Feister made a personal 
canvass of the membership and was warm- 
ly welcomed by all. Another most pleasing 
feature is the fact that although the con- 
gregation was almost evenly divided on the 
question of heating the Church by a furn- 
ace or heatrola, when by a majority of one, 
the vote was carried for the furnace, at 
once all accepted the decision and the ut- 
most harmony and good-will prevails. 


Mrs. H. W. Elson 


Commander Richard E. Byrd, who plans 
to fly to the South Pole by airplane, has 
announced that he will sail from New York 
Sept. 10 on a whaling vessel at the head 
of an expedition of 50 or 60 men, including 
6 Eskimos. He expects to remain in Ant- 
arctic regions until June, 1930. 

Leon Trotsky, who a few years ago, was 
President of the Second Soviet, has been 
taken to Siberia in exile. His wife and 20- 
year old son accompanied him. Before the 
war the Monarchy condemned him to 12 
years in that country. Then he returned 
and after the war 140,000,000 Russian in- 
habitants acclaimed Trotsky as their war 
hero, second only to Lenin. Men and 
women wept bitterly as he started for exile 
to Siberia this second time. 

The Nichols Medal, considered one of the 
most distinguished of American honors in 
chemical science, was awarded to Dr. Hugh 
S. Taylor, of Princeton University. This 
award was established in 1903 by Dr. Will- 
iam B. Nichols, a charter member of the 
American Chemical Society, to encourage 
original research in chemistry. 

The new wireless telephone service with 
Belgium was opened Jan. 19 by informal 
conversation between Secretary Kellogg 
from the State Department, and Ambassa- 
dor Gibson at Brussels. Prince Albert de 
Ligne, the Belgian Ambassador, spoke 
from the Belgian Embassy at Washington, 
with the Belgian Minister of Railways, 
Posts and Telegraphs, in Brussels. 

The Pan-American Conference set a 
notable precedent by decreeing open ses- 
sions to the public and that all committee 
meetings should also be open. Charles E, 
Hughes, Chief of the American Delegation, 
has been chosen Vice-President. 

Income tax collections during the calen- 
dar year 1927 were $23,379,677.51 more 
than in 1926, according to revised figures 
issued recently by the Internal Revenue 
‘Bureau. . There was a better showing for 
corporations than individual tax payments. 

Oil properties with a combined assessed 
value of more than $530,000,000 are to be 
consolidated under an agreement by which 
the Texas Corporation, the largest inde- 
pendent oil company in the country, is to 
acquire the California Petroleum Corpora- 
tion through an exchange of stock. 

A tornado descended upon Southern 
Ohio Jan. 19, killing one person and injur- 
ing 35 others and causing $250,000 property 
damage before it spent itself near Wash- 
ington Court House. 

By the overwhelming vote of 61 to 23 
the Senate has decided that Frank L. 
Smith, Senator-elect from Illinois, is not 
entitled toa seat in that body and that a 
vacancy exists in the Illinois Senatorial 
representation. Governor Len Small, of 
Illinois, has refused to accept as legal the 
denial by the United States Senate of a 
seat to Frank L. Smith, of Illinois, and has 
announced that he would support Mr. 
Smith in every way in his efforts to en- 


force what he puts forward as his consti- 
tutional rights. 

President William T. Cosgrave, of the 
Trish Free State, arrived in New York Jan. 
20 for a two weeks’ visit in the United 
States. He was received with all the 
ceremony due the head of a foreign State. 

Major Gen. George Washington Goethals, 
builder of the Panama Canal and first 
Civil Governor of the Panama Canal Zone, 
died Jan. 21 in his apartment in New York 
City at the age of 70. He was buried in 
the army cemetery at West Point. 

William du Pont, retired head of the du 
Pont interests of Wilmington, Del., died 
suddenly at his winter estate near Bruns- 
wick, Ga., Jan. 20. 

The California State Department of 
Natural Resources has announced the giant 
tree sequoia, near Grannell, Humboldt 
County, the State’s forest monarch. The 
tree is 308 feet high, 30 feet in diameter 
and contains 361,366 board feet of 
merchantable timber. 

Modification of the Volstead act to per- 


mit the manufacture of 2.75 per cent beer - 


will be one of the recommendations of the 
American Federation of Labor to the plat- 
form committees of both Republican and 
Democratic parties, the Federation’s Exe- 
cutive Council has announced. 

A reduction of nearly $60,000,000 in fire 
losses in the United States in 1927 from 
those of 1926 was the first decrease in 10 
years, according to a statement made by 
the Boston Secretary of the National Fire 
Protection Association. The loss in 1927 is 
not expected to exceed $500,000,000. Fire 
departments are adding fire-prevention 
bureaus to the departments and they are 
becoming preventive as well as extinguish- 
ing organizations. 

A $5,000,000 National Presbyterian 
Church is to be built in Washington, D. C. 
Mrs. Medill McCormick, of Illinois, has 
given $100,000 in memory of her late hus- 
band, Senator Medill McCormick and this 
made possible the purchase of a site on 
Connecticut Avenue close to Rock Creek 
Park. 

Word has been received at Columbia 
University that some weeks before his 
death King Ferdinand, of Rumania, con- 
ferred on President Nicholas Murray But- 
ler the Grand Cross of the Order of the 
Crown of Rumania. President Butler has 
now receive dthe highest decorations given 
to foréigners by the Governments of 
France, Belgium, Germany, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, Yugoslavia, Rumania, Greece and 
Italy. 

Announcement has been made of the ap- 
pointment of Dr. Robert Devore Leigh, 
Professor at Williams College, as the first 
President of Bennington College for 
Women at Bennington, Vt. This college 
will open in Sept., 1929. 

A call has been issued by the World 
Conference on Narcotic Education for the 
international observance of ‘‘Narcotic 
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Schaff Building, : 1505 Race Street 
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Week’’ on Feb. 22-29. The purpose is to 
disseminate information about narcotie 
drugs, promote the erection of hospitals for 
drug addicts by State and Federal Govern- 
ments, and develop uniformity of State 
and Federal laws for the better control of 
opium and its derivatives. 

The Hymn Society of America has an- 
nounced the award of $100 as a prize to 
Miss May Rowland, of Eastbourne, Eng- 
land, for the best Airmen’s Hymn. The go- 
ciety has also announced that another 
prize of $100 would be given to the person 
offering the best hymn tune for Miss Row- 
land’s composition. 

A. P. Giannini, born 57 years ago in a 
humble rooming house in San Jose, Cal., of 
poor Italian parents, has placed his 1927 
income as President of the Bancitaly Cor- 
poration at the disposal of the University 
of California. The sum was $1,500,000. 
Mr. Giannini, in 1904, founded the Bank 
of Italy, fourth largest banking institution 
in the United States, which has 289 
branches in California. Later he founded 
the above Corporation, which has stock in 
many banks of the country. The money 
to the university is dedicated to ways and 
means of improving the economie condi- 
tion of farmers, dairy and live-stock men 
and fruit growers in California. 

Clarence D. Chamberlain, the trans- 
Atlantic flier, started Jan. 23 from Garden 
City, L. I., on a 30,000 mile lecture and air 
tour of the United States. 

Equal suffrage for women in Porto Rico 
was the object of a delegation from the 
island to Washington the last week in Jan. 
Action has been urged on the bill intro- 
duced by Senator Bingham, of Connecticut, 
and Chairman Kiess, of the House Insular 
Committee, proposing an amendment to the 
Porto Rican organic act that would require 
the island’s’ legislative body to grant 
woman suffrage. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. C. Harry Kehm, Supt. 


A Change pen 

As the many friends of the Home know, 
we have always maintained our own 
schools and our course of education in- 
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eluded the first and second year high school 
work. For some years a few of the mem- 
bers of the Board felt that there would be 
a decided advantage to the boys and girls 
to have them attend a publie high school. 
The superintendent made a number of in- 
quiries from other institutions and dis- 
covered that, with one or two exceptions, 
the children of the various Homes were 
attending the public schools from the first 
grade through the high school. 

At the meeting of the Board in January, 
the Committee on Education recommended 
that beginning with the next school term, 
in September, all the children of our Home 
be given an opportunity to attend the high 
school in Womelsdorf. Since then arrange- 
ments have been made with the Board of 
Education of Womelsdorf and things are 
working out splendidly, so that by Sep- 
tember all the girls and boys of high school 
age and ability will be given an oppor- 
tunity for a four-year high school course. 


Woman’s Missionary Society News 


Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor, 
Room 416, Schaff Bldg. 


Immediately following the meeting of 
the Council of Women for Home Missions, 
Jan. 23 and 24, in Hotel Cleveland, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, the Educational Commission of 
the W. M.S. G. S. convened at the 
Woman’s Missionary Society Literature 
Depository, 2969 West 25th Street, Cleve- 
land. The members of this Commission, 
which plans the mission study material for 
the year, are: Mrs. Irvin W. Hendricks, 
Director, Mrs. E. W. Lentz, Mrs. Henry 8. 
Gekeler, Miss Kerschner, Miss Heinmiller 
and Miss Hinkle. 


Dear Statistical and Departmental Secre- 
taries: 

Last year we almost reached our goal— 
‘*Hvery report verified by the Classical 
and Synodieal officers, before it is passed 
on to the higher organizations—AU reports 
forwarded on schedule time—Not one re- 
port late—Nobody tardy.’’ 

We challenge every Statistical and De- 
partmental Secretary, every President and 
Treasurer to help us reach and, if possible, 
pass this goal this year. 

Last year, just a few were a day late; a 
few were not accurate in reporting mem- 
bership; a few did not follow instructions. 

Now, if those who were a day late will 
make an honest effort to be a day early; 
if the others will read more closely and 


follow more carefully the instructions 
given, we can pass our goal this year with 
a perfect record. 

That the time for sending in reports may 
be clear to both Statistical and Depart- 
mental Secretaries, we call your attention 
to Cabinet Minutes, 1925, page 62, section 
25: ‘*All local reports by April 1; all Clas- 
sical repoits by April 10; all Synodical 
reports by April 15; all General Synodiecal 
reports by April 20; all reports for the 


Statistical Secretary, W. M. S. G. S., by 
May 1.’? 
The Classical Statistical Secretary 


gathers her report as follows: Moneys of 
each local society, from the Classical 
Treasurer; Membership from the Classical 
Secretary of Organization and Member- 
ship; Girls’ Missionary Guilds from the 
Classical Secretary of G. M. G.; Mission 
Band from the Classical Secretary of M. 
B.; Life Members and Members. in Memor- 
iam from the Classical Secretary of Life 
Members and Members in Memoriam; 
Thank-Offering from the Classical Secre- 
tary of Thank-Offering. 

Each Secretary should make three re- 
ports—one for Classical, one for Synodical 
and one for her own file. 

Some Classical and Synodical Societies 
have a special Life Member and Member 
in Memoriam Department, funds from 
which are used for Classical or Synodical 
purposes. These should not be reported 
with the General Synodical Life Members 
and Members in Memoriam in the General 
Synodical Statistical Report. 

District Synodiecal Girls’ Missionary 
Guild contingent money should be retained 
in the Synodical Treasury and should not 
be reported in the General Synodical Sta- 
tistical Report. 

Let us not forget that the apportion- 
ment, May 1, 1928, to May 1, 1929, will be 
based on the membership reported at the 
1928 Cabinet Meeting; so again we urge 
you to be very careful and accurate in re- 
porting membership. 

Very sincerely yours in His service, 


—S. Elizabeth Zimmerman, 
Statistical Secretary, W. M. S. G. 8. 


Grace Church, Sioux City, Iowa, present- 
ed very successfully, on Feb. 1, ‘‘Pain 
Street,’’? taken from Short Missionary 
Plays, by Margaret Applegarth. 


Mrs. W. H. Brong writes that all the 
Missionary Societies of Pen Argy! and 
Wind Gap are again planning for a United 
Day of Prayer Service. 


The Church Services 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Sexagesima Sunday, February 12, 1928. 


Jesus Pictures the Kingdom of God 
Mark 1:14, 15; 4:1-34. 

Golden Text: Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done, as in heaven, so on earth. 
Matthew 6:10. 

Lesson Outline: 
nitude. 

Jesus was a master teacher. By native 
intuition, it seems, He understood the diffi- 
eult art of teaching as none other. That 
appears in the substance and form of His 
teaching, and also in His method. Read 
the Sermon on the Mount, for example, 
which contains a summary of the spiritual 


1. Mystery. 2. Mag- 


principles of the kingdom of God. Where 
can you find its equal in simplicity of form 
and in depth of meaning? Similar wisdom 
and skill mark His method of teaching, 
chiefly, by parable. Instead of defining 
truth, as pedagogues and pedants are wont 
to do, He describes it vividly and graphic- 
ally. Instead of lengthy arguments and 
labored explanations, we find wonderful 
pictures of truth. For that is what para- 
bles are: pictures of truth. They do not 
tell us in abstract terms what the kingdom 
of God is, but they show us what it is like, 
in pictures that require no further expla- 
nation. Their meaning is obvious to the 
simple and to the wise. 


_ Our recent lesson presents two of these 
parabolic pictures for our study, the seed 
cast upon the earth and the grain of mus- 
tard seed. They portray the mystery and 
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the magnitude of the kingdom of God; its 
secret growth and its expansive power. 

I. Mystery, vs. 26-29. This parable of 
the Growth of the Seed is found only in 
Mark’s narrative. And it follows immedi- 
ately after the parable of the Four Kinds 
of Soil (4:1-20). That position is signifi- 
cant. It suggests a close connection in the 
meaning of both. The Master is still dwell- 
ing upon the importance of the soil as the 
essential factor in the growth of a seed. 
In ground that is stony and full of weeds 
even the best seed is choked, whereas in- 
ferior seed may yet yield a harvest if the 
soil is rich. 

But now Jesus supplements His former 
teaching by directing attention to some ad- 
ditional qualities of the soil. In the former 
parable four kinds of soil are pictured; the 
hard, the shallow, the impure, and the good, 
with their varying degrees of productivity. 
So the hearts of men—stolid, sentimental, 
sordid, sincere—condition the fate of the 
gospel seed cast into them. But now our 
attention is concentrated on the good soil, 
while the Master gives a terse account of 
the mystery in the growth of the seed that 
is cast into it. Hidden forces assure its 
development, and external laws control its 
ripening processes. 

‘*And He said, So is the kingdom of God, 
as if a man shall cast seed upon the earth; 
and should sleep and rise night and day, 
and the seed should spring up, and he 
knoweth not how. The earth beareth fruit 
of herself, first the blade, then the ear, 
then the full grain in the ear. But when 
the fruit is ripe, straightway he putteth 
forth the sickle, because the harvest is 
come’’ (vs. 26-29). Regarded simply as 
literature, that is a marvelous description 
of the processes of husbandry. It is the 
farmer’s function to sow good seed dili- 
gently, to till the soil carefully, and, then, 
to wait patiently and trustfully for the 
abundant harvest. With sowing and till- 
ing, his responsibility ceases. He sleeps 
and rises, night and day, trusting the laws 
of nature. And the seed springs up and 
grows, he knoweth not how. The earth 
beareth fruit of herself.’’ Seed and soil 
are in the grip of mysterious forces, placed 
there by God and utterly beyond the com- 
prehension and control of man. Mysteri- 
ously and spontaneously the seed ripens 
through gradual stages of development into 
the full harvest. 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For eatalogue or information address the 
President, 

REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 

Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
ium and Complete Athletic Field. 


A eollege whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 


For Catalogue address: 
HANEY SoeeA PPLE! Da iD a lalaw., 
President. 


Ursinus College 
George L. Omwake, LL. D., President 
SCHOLARSHIPS NEEDED 
Endowments of from $1,000 to $5,000 
or more, establishing perpetual scholar- 
ships for aiding struggling students 

facing rising costs. 

Three ways to found scholarships: 1. By 
Gift in Cash—income immediately available. 
2. By Gift in Cash Under Life-annuity Con- 
tract—income applicable at death of donor. 
3. By Provision in Will—endowment effective 


after death. 
Write for booklet, “Lasting Memorials.” 


Rev. James M. S. Isenberg, D. D. 
Vice President 


Collegeville, Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy | 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


WM. MANN IRVINE, PH.D., LL.D., 
President, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 

A fully accredited member of the 
American Association of University Wo- 
men. Standard courses: A.B., B.S. in 
Home Economics, and B.M. in Music. 
Practical courses in Education, English 
Speech and Art. Ten buildings fully 
equipped for thorough work and modern 
housing. Suburban site of 125 acres. Our 
own garden and dairy. For catalog and 
book of views, apply 


JOSEPH H. APPLE, 1i.D, President 


So it is in spiritual husbandry. Let us 
sow the good seed of the gospel diligently 
and lavishly, and, having done that, let us 
look for the harvest in patience and faith. 
The intervening process of moral and 
spiritual growth, whether in the individual 
or in the race, is entirely in God’s hands. 
Interference on our part would be as fool- 
ish, as it is vain. We can neither accel- 
erate nor retard the growth of a soul in god- 
liness. Our sole function is to prepare the 
soil and plant the seed. God alone giveth 
the increase. And God never fails. 


But let us also remember that the time 
for sowing is springtime, not summer or 
autumn. Now the springtime of life is 
childhood and youth. That is the proper 
time to till the soil, which is the soul, and 
to sow the seed, which is the gospel. If 
our present harvests are meager, may it 
not be due to our woeful neglect of our 
children? If we want richer and better 
harvests, we must improve our spiritual 
husbandry. 

This parable should be a source of com- 
fort to all sowers of good seed, in home, 
school, and Church; to parents, teachers, 
and preachers. The soul of man and divine 
truth are adapted to each other, as the soil 
is to seed. Workers for God are not 
‘“troublers in Israel,’’ interfering with 
the world’s work. They are promoters of 
the world’s highest life. And God’s work 
in the soul and in society, religion, is not 
an artificial, arbitrary product, foreign to 
man and hostile to his deepest interest. It 
is the quickening of forces, eternally resi- 
dent in man, and the ripening of germs 
with which God Himself has endowed him. 
As the soil needs the seed to clothe its bare 
fields with the beauty and riches, so the 
soul needs the gospel to cover its barren 
life with a luxuriant harvest. 


Meanwhile, as Christian workers, we are 
taught in this parable the needed lesson 
of sanity and patience in the nurture of 
souls. The methods pursued in certain re- 
vivals are not only impertinent, but. posi- 
tively impious. They show no respect for 
the mystery and sovereignty of human per- 
sonality, and no faith in the inherent 
power of truth to conquer the soul. Jesus 
was willing to trust His gracious gospel to 
the hearts and minds of His hearers. He 
resorted to no forcing processes. He be- 
lieved in the omnipitence of truth and 
love. And He understood the nature of 
the soul. But some of our leading revival- 
ists spurn a spiritual husbandry of that 
type. Let our Reformed fathers and 
mothers guard their little children care- 
fully against spiritual assault and battery. 
Nowhere else are patience, sanity, and 
faith so much needed as in the nurture of 
the souls of children. 

II. Magnitude, vs. 30-32. The parable 
of the Mustard Seed illustrates the expan- 
sive power of the Christian truth, as seen 
in the growth of the Church. From a tiny 
germ the mustard seed grew to the pro- 
portions of a tree. It became the greatest 
of all herbs. When Jesus used this familiar 
picture to illustrate the external develop- 
ment of the kingdom of heaven, His pro- 
phetic parable must have sounded like a 
paradox to His wondering disciples. The 
founder of this kingdom, apparently, was 
an itinerant prophet without men or means 
to extend His rule. His friends were few 
and poor, while His enemies were many 
and mighty. His paltry retinue had every 
reason to expect the speedy extinction of 
king and kingdom. And Christ’s picture 
of the victorious expansion of God’s king- 
dom on earth must haye sounded to them 
like a vain dream or an idle boast. But 
in these later days this parable raises no 
question and excites no doubt. History is 
its commentary. 

The growth of Christianity from the 


small Pentecostal band to its present posi- 
tion is the marvel and romance of history. 
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Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 
A.B. and B.S. Degrees 
accredited by 
The State Department 
Wholesome Home and College Life on a 
beautiful 70-acre campus. Department of 
Religious Education and Social Service 
especially commended by our Church 

Leaders. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D., 
President 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 
EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N.C. 


Of forty colleges in North Carolina, 
Catawba’s physical equipment ranks 
among the first ten. . 

There are larger faculties, but none 
better qualified than 
Catawba’s staff of thirty. 

Catawba is no longer a “small” college, 
but is rapidly approaching the necessity 
of limiting its student body. 

Easily accessible location. 
Very reasonable rates. 
Write for catalog and view booklet. 


Opposed and persecuted by Jewish bigotry, 
Roman power, and by Greek wisdom, it 
still grew by leaps and bounds. In the 
fourth century its supremacy was ac- 
knowledged in the Roman Empire. In the 
eleventh it completed its conquest of the 
then known world. In the nineteenth it be- 
gan a vigorous missionary campaign for 
the Christianization of all mankind. Not 
so long ago men raised the ery, ‘‘The 
whole world for Christ in this generation. ’? 
That ardent hope may not be fulfilled liter- 
ally, but no one ean study history or ob- 
serve the deeper trend of the present with- 
out receiving new hope for the ultimate 
victory of Christ, and for-His world-wide 
dominion, 

But if that is to be achieved, we must 
do our part, even as God is doing His. The 
mystery of the kingdom and its magnitude 
are complementary aspects of truth. They 


picture God and man co-operating in the — 


establishment of the kingdom which Christ 
has founded. God alone can give His truth 
and gain the victory, but God cannot do 
it alone. He counts on the loyal services 
and sacrifices of His Church. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


February 12th—Ideals for Choosing’a Life- _ 


Partner. Prov. 31:10-31. was neat 
This is an intensely practical topie. 


q 


is one of supreme importance. The ehc 
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of a life-partner determines to a large de- 
gree the weal or woe of those who venture 
upon the quest of the same. Many a life 
is made or marred by such a choice. Some- 
times folks talk flippantly about it. They 
poke fun at it and treat it as a huge joke, 
but nothing can be more serious or solemn. 
It is more significant than choosing one’s 
vocation or profession in life, more fraught 
with destiny than deciding any business 
proposition. It should not be entered upon 
rashly or lightly, but in the fear of God. 
It is a covenant which one makes for life, 
and which always involves more than 
one’s own self. It is the highest social re- 
lation, affecting not only the present, but 
future generations. The destiny of human- 
ity lies wrapped up in its possibilities. It 
is strange how a thing so sacred should 
be attended by so many counterfeits and 
evils. Of course, the best things in life 
are always subjected to the fiercest temp- 
tations. Just because a thing is so good 
and wonderful, it becomes so terrible when 
abused. Just because it is capable of 
bringing so much joy and happiness into 
one’s life, is it also liable to bring sorrow 
and misery in its wake if perverted. Much 
of the trouble that ensues from making 
the wrong choice of a life-partner is due 
to ignorance. Many young people walk 
blindly and blunder in their choice. Here, 
above all, proper instructions are needed. 
We teach the young almost everything else. 
We teach them to walk, to talk, to read, to 
write. We teach them how to run an auto- 
mobile. We send them to college to pre- 
pare for their life’s calling. We spend 
fabulous sums of money in equipping them 
physically and mentally, but when it 
comes to the question of the selection of a 
life companion we leave them strangely 
to themselves, and this supreme thing they 
must discover for themselves with scarcely 
any guidance or advice. The wonder is 
not that so many marriages turn out badly, 
but that so many turn out as well as they 
do. It is only within recent years that we 
have ventured to enter this forbidden and 
tabooed social question and have the cour- 
age to discuss it without violating the laws 
of propriety or outraging the sense of 
delicacy and decency. But the moment the 
subject is discussed from a pure, whole- 
some and Christian point of view, there 
are those who seek to pervert it by sug- 
gesting all sorts of low, false and degrad- 
ing makeshifts. The sex question is very 
prominent in our modern social life. But 
the principal places where the young get 
their information is from the movies, from 
salacious novels, from the filth and dirt 
they pick up in the dance hall and in other 
questionable ways and from those who are 
advocating ‘‘companionate marriage’’ and 
other devices which defeat the finer and 
nobler impulses of the soul and bring only 
wretchedness and tragedy into life. 

There is nothing more beautiful in all 
the world than where each has found his 
or her soul-mate or companion for life. I 
suppose most of my young people have 
either eaten or heard of ‘‘Martha Wash- 
ington Candy,’’ but they may not know 
about the wonderful man who built up this 
great industry, consisting of 186 stores in 
this country. Mr. Eli Sheetz is a multi- 
millionaire, was born in a quiet and quaint 
little town in Western Pennsylvania. He 
and the girl whom he afterwards married 
were brought up in the same town. He at- 
tributes all his success to his life-partner. 
Such love, affection and devotion which he 
bestowed upon her during her life was as 
beautiful as it was pure and lovely. At 
her death this devotion did not cease, and 
although he is now an old man of eighty 
years and has built up this wonderful busi- 
ness, he never fails to tell that his partner 
was responsible for it all. 

What are a few ideals that should enter 
into such a life choice? 

1. The life-partner should be a Chris- 


tian. Paul writes in one of his letters: 
‘‘Be not yoked together with unbeliev- 
ers.’’ It is very seldom that a Christian 
and an unbelever can get along together 
as man and wife. Never marry a person 
with the thought of reforming him or her. 
It usually works out the other way. If a 
Church member marries one who is a non- 
Church member the danger is that both will 
be outside the Church before long. Not only 
do they themselves suffer from this, but they 
are doing a grave injustice to their chil- 
dren who usually suffer the most from such 
an unfortunate marriage. In our Protest- 
ant Churches marriage is not a sacrament; 


it is regarded as a sacred rite with civil, 


sanctions, and therefore, the State issues 
the license and grants divorces. When a 
minister marries a couple he blesses the re- 
lationship, but how ean he bless a relation- 
ship which he knows is not based upon 
Christian principles? 

2. The life-partner should be healthy. 
The laws of many States forbid the marri- 
age of persons suffering from any trans- 
missible disease. Likewise persons who are 
mentally defective should not be permitted 
to marry. There is no greater handicap 
than continued illness in one’s family. Of 
course, sickness may come and frequently 
husband and wife become all the more 
devoted and kind and sympathetic where 
one or the other becomes afflicted, but in 
choosing a partner for life the element of 
health should be very much considered. 
Health is wealth. You may have every- 
thing but health and you are poor and 
miserable indeed. 


3. A life-partner should have common 
sense. This is an indispensable element. 
Don’t marry a fool or a fop or a flapper. 
The unpardonable sin in married life is 
selfishness. More homes are wrecked on 
this reef than on anything else. Don’t 
marry a ‘‘gold digger.’’ The girl of your 
heart who wants you to buy jewels and 
flowers and clothing and spend a lot of 
money on her is not the ideal for you. Shun 
her like you would the plague. She will 
make excessive demands upon your purse 
and bring sorrow instead of joy into your 
life. Do not marry a ‘‘nagger.’’ A con- 
tentious woman is worse than a hornet’s 
nest. Do not marry a ‘‘weeper,’’ one who 
is forever crying and who must be humor- 
ed and ‘‘babied.’’? Likewise let the girl 
refuse to marry the ‘‘loafer,’’ the boy who 
spends his father’s money and is too tired 
ot too lazy to work. Do not marry the boy 
who speaks ill of his mother, or who re- 
fuses to keep his word. If your heart 
must break it is a thousand times better 
before you marry than afterwards. 


Remember, in marriage each loses one- 
self in the other and finds himself or her- 
seJf ennobled and enriched if the choice 
is a wise one. Live for each other. 
‘«Hvery heart is tuned to singing when 
love shines in.’’? Love is the chief condi- 
tion. No other consideration can compare 
with it. Health may fail, riches take wings 
and fly away, beauty may fade, but love 
will endure. But love is more than senti- 
ment, more than whim or fancy; it is a 
deep, abiding quality which comes from 
God and which He has given us that we 
might be like Him and experience His joy. 


STAGES IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
(Continued from Page 2) 


for more effective Christian living. We 
are so conscious of the failure of our gen- 
eration to produce Christian character 
which meets the difficult test of modern 
life. We are trying to hold fast to that 
which is good in the old method and theory, 
but to discover more fruitful ways of 
building Christian lives, We are engaging 
in the great adventure of worship and 
neighborliness which constitutes the Chris- 
tian life. 


Cuticura 
Toilet Trio 


Send for Samples 
To Cuticura Laboratories, Dept J, Malden, Mass. 


As we go in this spirit of adventure it 
hardly needs to be pointed out that we 
have not reached our goal. We have traced 
three periods in the development of St. 
Peter’s; what shall the fourth period 
bring??? These changes which have been 
sketched have come about only gradually. 
Much yet remains to be done. Our ecur- 
riculum is as yet by no means fully based 
upon the needs and capacities of our 
pupils. We still do not enlist our.children 
and young people sufficiently in projeets 
whereby they may ‘‘learn by doing.’’? We 
do not give enough attention to studying 
individual children and young people so 
that we may meet their particular needs. 
And surely we are going along in a halt- 
ing fashion in our adult division. The chil- 
dren’s work has always been our most 
effective work. We have now secured a 
fair measure of effectiveness in the young 


Have You READ 


NEW JAPANESE 
WOMANHOOD 


By A. K. FAUST, PH. D. 


This is what the “Boston Transcript” of 
October 22, 1926, thinks of it: 


JAPANESE WOMANHOOD 


The New Japanese Womanhood. By Allen 
K. Faust, President of Miyagi College 
(Woman’s), Sendai, Japan. $1.00, 


E read with absorbing interest the 
frank and sympathetic account of 
the problems of Japan’s progressive 
young womanhood, by one who is well 
qualified to present it by reason of his 
twenty-five years residence in northern 
Japan, and his thirteen years presidency 
of Miyagi (Woman’s) College. In a coun- 
try where Confucianism and ancestory wor- 
ship have influenced the life of the people, 
and where belief in the ‘‘divine right” of 
men still persists, the young womanhood 
of Japan has made astonishing progress in 
the last twenty-five years, when as much 
change has occurred in their status as it 
took Burope five hundred years to bring 
about. 
Dr. Faust leads us from the days of 
oriental subserviency and ancient ideals 


to the new order with feminine Japan in- 
vading the world of industry and science, 


and portrays vividly the ‘new woman” in 
Japan. The latter expression i's in no sense 
to be confused: with our somewhate unsay- 
ory American interpretation of the same, 
the author carefully explains. 

Though many of the old ideals! for women 
are still upheld, a marked change is taking 
place in Japanese society. Education has 
become most effective, the youth of Japan 
almost “‘worshipping” their new privileges. 
Women are taking their places in litera- 
ture, art, music, the stage, etc., and slowly 
but surely the entering wedge is forcing its 
way. The Japanese woman who is being 
evolved by the new Japan will be fitted for 
the larger duties which the changed ideals 
are bringing them. She is becoming a dis- 
tinctive personality, and will be respected 
and loved by men for her new worth. Some 
of the leaders of the new day clearly behold 
the vision of the new Japanese womanhood 
which “the industrial revolution and the 
whole new world of ideas has produced,” 
and are trying to adapt themselves to the 
new conditions, and to give intelligent co- 
operation to others. 

The author’s chapters on ‘‘Ancestor-Wor- 
ship,” “Industry and Woman’s' New Role 
Outside the Home,” as well as the chapter 
on “Aspiration and ‘Tragical Conse- 
quences,” give one a new conception of 
Japan today. The book gives us a detailed 
picture of a Japanese woman’s daily life 
and is one of the best stories of Japan’s 
manners and customs produced for some 
time, and it shows a promising outlook for 
a happy solution of the problems of the 
daughters of Japan in the not too far dis- 
tant future, 
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people’s division, When will we secure the 
realization on the part of fathers and 
mothers that they too need the Church 
School, that there are whole areas of study 
and inspiration which they are missing by 
not identifying themselves with this major 
arm of the Church? And how can we link 
up our parents more closely with the work 
of the School? How many parents really 
know what their children are studying and 
how to help them carry forward the same 
ideals at home? How can you parents ex- 
pect teachers to make an impression on 
these growing boys and girls in one hour 
or two a week, unless you supplement this 
training with the whole spirit of the home? 
And how we do still need trained workers, 
persons of ability who are willing to give 
of their time week by week as these other 
faithful teachers and officers are giving 
themselves. Everyone in the School is over- 
worked; there is room for many of you, 
providing you are willing to perpare your- 
self for specific tasks. 

As we think of the progress of St. 
Peter’s School during these thirty years 
we thank God and take courage. God has 
given us a great work to do. May we not 
hope that we are on the threshold of an 
era in which the effectiveness of our 
School shall be multiplied tenfold? 


OBITUARY 


GEORGE RUPLEY 


Mr. George Rupley, of Duluth, Minn., 
passed away quietly in the night of Jan. 
9. He was the younger son of George Gil- 
bert and Wilhelmina Rupley, of Mercers- 
burg, Pa., and was reared in the Reformed 
Chureh, attending Mercersburg College, 
under Drs. Appel and Higbee, from which 
he was graduated in 1875 at the age of 18 
years. He bore the distinction of being 
the youngest graduate and the school’s 
foremost methematician. 

Mr. Rupley’s life, since his young man- 
hood, was spent in Duluth, where he was 
engaged first in teaching, then in the grain 
business, and then, since 1893, in the land 
and timber business. He was one of the 
pioneers in that section, in the develop- 
ment of which he played his part. The 
‘<Duluth Herald’? says: ‘‘For nearly half 
a century George Rupley has been an 
honored and respected figure in the com- 
munity. There is no spot on his record as 
a citizen, as a business man, and as a 
friend and neighbor. He was as marked 
for his good humor and friendly wit as he 
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INTERESTING BOOKS ON 
MISSIONARY SUBJECTS 


ON THE EDGE OF THE PRIMEVAL 
FOREST 
By Prof. Albert Schweitzer 
Price, $2.00 
Experiences and observations of a doctor 
in equatorial Africa. In this book he paints 
in terse and arresting fashion what he has 


himself seen and experienced among the 
savage races of the Tropics. 


THE PROGRESS OF WORLD-WIDE 
MISSIONS 
By Rev. Robert H. Glover 
Price, $2.50 
The story of the world-wide progress of 
Christian missions is more wonderful than 


are tales of Oriental magic. It is almost 
unbelievable that a little group of obscure 


men and women could sueceed in the task 
before them to such a degree. 


PROTESTANT EUROPE—ITS 
AND OUTLOOK 
By Adolph Keller and George Stewart 
Price, $3.50 


CRISIS 


Here for the first time is presented in 
striking review Protestant Europe. Its 
genesis, its courageous leaders, its perplexi- 
ties and its perils are graphically depicted 
and their significance explained. 


THE MIDDLE EAST 
By Major E. W. Polson Newman 


Price, $5.00 


Zionism and politics in Palestine are dis- 
cussed from an impartial standpoint, and 
an excellent survey is given of general con- 
ditions in the Middle Hast. 


“OUR ASIATIC CHRIST” 


By O. 


MacM. Buck 


Price, $1.25 


Dr. Buck’s book deals with India’s conception of Christ, “the 
only Oriental that the Occident has admired with an admiration 
that has become worship,” and the ‘‘only name the West has car- 
ried into the East, which the East has received and praised and 
loved with sincerity and without qualification.” 
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SCHAFF BUILDING, 1505 


BIBLE WORLD MAP 
In Full Colors 


Accurate, substantial and attractive, this 
is one of the best maps obtainable today. 
It is really five maps in one, showing the 
supposed site of the Garden of Eden, the 
route of the Exodus, Old and New Testa- 
ment Palestine, Assyria, Egypt, the Roman 
Empire, Russia, Northern and Western 


RACE STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


PRINTED MUSLIN FLAGS OF FOREIGN 
NATIONS FOR MISSIONARY DAYS 


The flags of 42 nations are included in 
this set, representing practically all the 
countries in which the various Boards 
earry on their work. Suitable for use in 
connection with any Missionary program. 

Set of 42 nations, unbroken, $4.25; or 
$1.50 a dozen; delivery extra, 

Size of flags, 11x18 inches. 

List of countries: 


COUNTRIES 
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was for sound and constructive citizenship. 
As a land man, he contributed much to the 
the sound development of the Arrowhead 
country, in the future of which he was 
always a thorough and consistent believer. 
Mr. Rupley was an unusually vigorous man, 
loved the outdoors and will be remembered 
by thousands who saw him on the streets 
daily, regardless of weather conditions, 
without an overcoat. He had a distingu- 
ished bearing that was almost military and 
he always drew the attention of passers- 
By on: 

“?, Morris Longstreth, in his book, ‘‘The 
Lake Superior Country,’’ paid the follow- 
ing tribute to Mr. Rupley, whom he met 
while touring the lake region: ‘‘In the 
cabin sat a solitary man reading, ‘The Life 
and Letters of Walter Hines Page.’ By 
their books you can know them. A man 75 
clothes, countenance, and company are 
more or lese~forced on him by circum- 
stances; but he chooses his books. I knew 
from Page I should find an agreeable com- 
panion. His graying hair merely corrobor- 
ated his statement that he had watched 
Duluth grow from hamlethood to its pres- 
ent civie stature; it seemed to deny his 
other statements that he was off on an is- 
land voyage to look over some property; 


United States China Canada 
Brazil New Zealand Mexico 
France Costa Riea Argentine 
Porto Rico Honduras Australia 
Switzerland Siam Greece 
Panama Servia Netherlands 
Seotland Peru Belgium 
Portugal Turkey Poland 
Spain Norway Czecho-Slovak 
Ireland Cuba Uruguay 
Italy, Japan Russia 
Bolivia Hawaii Hayti 
English Jack Chile Bulgaria 
Denmark Hungary Salvador 
Colombia 


Europe (including Great Britain) and 
North Africa. 

Its size, 3x5 feet, makes it suitable for 
use in the main school and larger depart- 
ments. It is printed in four colors on 
heavy-faced map cloth. 


PRICES 


Oniwoodend rollers. a. : cih.asisen wickle eipieinle $4.00 
On patented spring rollers (operating 
like a window shade) 
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a Knight Templar, a member of the Sons — 
of the American Revolution and of the ~ 
War of 1812. He was also a member of _ 
the Duluth Chamber of Commerce. + ie 
In 1882 he married Miss Emma ©. Ru- 5 
dolph, of Trempealeau, Wis. Besides Mrs, 
Rupley he is survived by three children, 
_ George Gilbert Rupley, Chicago; Mrs. Her- 
bert P. Carrow, Detroit, and Mrs. Charle- 
magne Tower, Jr., Philadelphia; a sister, 
Miss Anna Rupley, and a brother, Gilbe 


Rupley, both of Mercersburg. = 


that he overlooked hardships. He began 
to tell me things about Duluth, then of Isle 
Royale, and I felt it like a chance lost 
when I learned that he had to go ashore at 
the next stop. Youth in age, culture on 
the frontier, charm with strength, wisdom 
from living deep, all these did he represent. 
If Mr. George Rupley chances across this 
book, I want him to know that he colored 
my opinion of that region like a vision; 
as well as sped the hours.’’ 

Mr. Rupley was a 32nd degree Mason, 


